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The President of the Parent Faculty Association

PFA activities have shifted this year at the  
American School of Paris, with a focus on 

building community by developing events, creating 
volunteer opportunities for our families and supporting  
the overall student experience. In practical terms, this 
means that the PFA no longer has fundraising goals as part of 
our programming and instead is working hand-in-hand with 
the school in support of the Excellence Fund.
The Excellence Fund brings innovation to all members  
of our family-oriented community – in and out of the 
classroom. Anyone who identifies a great opportunity  
can write a grant and make it happen. Everyone gains.  
What better way to build community!
As the President of the Parent Faculty Association, as  
a parent, and as a learner, I encourage all ASP families  
to support and build our great community through the 
Excellence Fund.
Thank you,
Elaine Cyr,  
President, Parent Faculty Association, 2015-16

The President of the Board of Trustees

W elcome to this 
special edition 
of the ASPect, 

devoted to the five-year 
anniversary of the ASP 
Excellence Fund. 
The Excellence Fund was 
created to enable the  
school to respond quickly 
to innovative ideas from 
our community, including 
faculty, students and 
parents. Essentially, we 
believe that in order to 
build a generation of 
forward-thinking learners, 
we need to invest in new 
ideas and projects. On 
these pages you will see 
some of the many ways that 
the Excellence Fund has 
positively impacted school 
life, becoming a key asset  
of the learning experience.

Framework  
for Flexibility and 
Excellence
ASP offers a multitude  
of learning opportunities 
inside and outside of the 
classroom on an ongoing 
basis. The Board of 
Trustees budgets for these 
each spring for the 
subsequent school year.
Nevertheless, students, 
parents and faculty often 

identify wonderful, 
unexpected and immediate 
opportunities within a 
given school year. And, 
thanks to the Excellence 
Fund, we are able to take 
advantage of many  
of these. The Fund was 
developed precisely to 
allow great ideas, which 
align with its ASP mission-
driven criteria, to be brought 
to life at any time.
In addition, the Excellence 
Fund gives faculty and staff 
the impetus to propose 
great teaching ideas and 
the confidence that these 
ideas can be brought to life. 
While immediate in their 
nature, these initiatives 
provide long-term 
educational benefits for our 
students and raise the bar 
for learning.

Parent Perspective
As a parent of two ASP 
Lower School students, I 
have seen the Excellence 
Fund in action. This year, 
my kids are raving about 
the new interactive science 
space and my son is still 
inspired by the visit last 
year of mathematician and 
linguist, Daniel Tammet. 
These engaging initiatives 

considerably enhance  
my children’s learning 
experiences and my 
husband and I are very 
happy to support them  
by contributing to the 
Excellence Fund. 

Looking Ahead
We are proud that the 
Excellence Fund has 
become such an important 
part of our school 
community. We encourage 
all parents, faculty, alumni 
and students, to invest in 
the Excellence Fund.  
When you make a 
donation, when you 
develop a grant request, 
when you encourage others 
to participate, you are 
making a contribution that 
benefits our community of 
learners now, and in the future.
On behalf of the Board of 
Trustees, thank you for joining 
us in this important endeavor. 
Sincerely,

Suzanne Obenshain
President,  
Board of Trustees 2015-16

A Few Words From…

The Excellence Fund  
was created to enable  
the school to respond 
quickly to innovative 
ideas from our community, 
including faculty, 
students and parents.
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Over the past several years, I have 
fielded questions about the 
Excellence Fund. Now, after having 

five full years of this fund for innovation  
in action, let me offer my perspective  
on its importance and how it serves our 
school’s future. 

ASP is in a sound financial position; 
ASP’s tuition is comprehensive.  
Why does the school need  
annual giving in the form of  
the Excellence Fund? 

My answer is captured within a story.  
In May 2015 teachers in our Lower School 
hatched the idea for implementing  
a science center to ensure increased 
hands-on learning in the physical and life 
sciences for our youngest students. They 
looked to the Excellence Fund – the heart of 
innovation for new learning opportunities – 

to ensure the needed equipment and 
resources. Long past the budget season, we 
found a way to run with the science center 
concept, where today each and every Lower 
School student is literally learning the 
difference in science education from one 
school year to the next. Our lizard family 

and their feeding habits, birds of prey 
featuring a live and rather imperious bald 
eagle extending his full wingspan to 
wide-eyed first graders or our youngest 
scientists discovering electrical circuitry 
through battery and LED experiments are 
all part of the new science center scene. 
The needed innovation happened almost 
overnight. If creativity is thinking of new 
things – important changes – then 
innovation is the doing. And to ensure 
continuous improvement at ASP, we must 
ensure that great ideas can take hold, 
where the energy of creating is honored 
without loss of enthusiasm, yet with timing 
that ensures our students of today can 

benefit. Children should not and cannot 
wait for our doing what is best. 
I think the “science center” story serves  
as the metaphor for why the best schools  
in the world ensure opportunities to  
create new ways for learning or unique 
experiences that become part of a young 
person’s memory bank. In business terms, 
the Excellence Fund acts like “venture 
capital” toward enabling us to pilot 
important ideas, take the ones with the 
greatest impact on learning and then 
incorporate them in our annual operating 
budget. Donors are the angel investors for 
our students across grade levels.   
 Continued on page 4

The Excellence Fund  
helps teachers and 
students to invent the 
future by applying 
creativity in the present.

First, I am very proud  
to introduce our new 

Director of Development, 
Emily Robin. 

We are so fortunate to 
have someone of her 
caliber and depth of 
experience working  

alongside us. Please read  
more about Emily  

and what she brings to 
our school on page 5.

The Head of School

founded 1946
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With your gift, you are also investing  
in human capital. We are truly one of  
the few schools in the world with such  
an innovation fund. Teachers are creative 
people who want to build on their teaching 
repertoire, and therefore professional 
development is held as almost sacred.  
This makes ASP all the more appealing  
as a workplace and a known destination  
for talented teachers where ideas and 
professional learning are respected and 
acted upon. 

As Head of School, how do you  
see the role of the Excellence Fund  
in the future of ASP?

We must encourage our young people  
to be dreamers. Someone might observe 
that people who are said to have their  
“head in the clouds” or dreamers tend to  
be impractical. I think just the opposite.  
An avowed purpose of education is to 
ensure within each learner there is a bent 
for creative problem solving – to think on 
his or her feet, to take little at face value.  
To have a distinct opinion on issues of the 
day and then to support it. Dreamers are 
the most practical as it is the creative ideas 
that are born (in a frame of all things are 
possible) that lead to innovation and progress. 
I like what Gene Roddenberry (creator of 
the original Star Trek) said, “It isn't all over; 

everything has not been invented; the 
human adventure is just beginning.” And I 
believe it is this sentiment that schools 
must approximate. We want our students 
living and learning in a place where good 
ideas and original thought find sunlight. 
Where students can strike off on their own 
or together to discover, experiment and 
research for the sake of their learning and 
for the experience of it all. We need the 
Excellence Fund now and into the future 
precisely because new ideas and creative 
thinking cannot be placed within a 
schedule or timeline. Curiosity deserves 
few boundaries. 
I do believe that innovation is within the 
DNA of ASP. We are here with our students 
to ensure needed skills for success, one  
of which must be the development of a 
healthy imagination, not to be restrained. 
Imagination informs innovation. 
The Excellence Fund helps teachers and 
students to invent the future by applying 
creativity in the present. It’s nectar for 
dreamers, too!
Fondly,
dreamers, too!
Fondly,

Mark E. Ulfers 
Head of School

Conversation 
overheard  
between two  
Grade 2 
students:

“Maybe  
we should 

write an Excellence Fund 
Grant so we can buy 
puppies for the science 
center!”  

Matching Mark
With my youngest child set to graduate this June, I am profoundly grateful for the incredible learning 
opportunities that all three of my children have experienced at ASP. Many of these were made possible by 
the Excellence Fund. In recognition of its importance and impact on our community, my husband John  
and I, like many other ASP families, have followed the lead of Mark Ulfers and his wife Wendy in making  
a gift of €5,�000 to the Excellence Fund. As we look ahead, we hope that the circle of Mark’s Match donor 
families will continue to grow.

Ilse Willems,  
Chair, Advancement Committee  

of the ASP Board of Trustees

...new ideas and 
creative thinking 
cannot be placed 
within a schedule.  
Curiosity deserves  
few boundries.

John and Ilse Willems,  
ASP parents since 2002
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Emily Robin joined us this school year as Director of Development 
and Alumni Relations. She recently sat down with ASPect Editor 
Renée Bélec to discuss her role at ASP, and the impact on learners 
generated by the Excellence Fund.

What is your role at  
the American School of Paris?

I work to create opportunities for every 
member of our extended school community 
to enable our students and faculty to reach 
their full potential.
Philanthropy within our community: 
The Excellence Fund is a special focus, 
and my role is to invite full community 
participation.
Outreach to ASP alumni: With my 
Advancement team partners, I keep ASP's 
worldwide alumni community engaged  
in the life of the school today.

Can you tell us a little bit about 
yourself and the experience you 
bring to ASP? 

Thinking I would eventually become  
a linguistics professor, I joined the 
University of Pennsylvania on a  
grant-funded research project. Almost 
immediately, I was struck by the 
realization that outside philanthropy – 
which was funding our important work 
– is critical to furthering the teaching  
and learning mission of educational 
institutions. From that point on, I couldn’t 
envision a more fulfilling and interesting 
career than facilitating connections between 
people who believe in education and the 
institutions they care about and value.
I spent most of the next decade in Penn’s 
Department of Development and  
Alumni Relations and Wharton’s Office  
of External Affairs. More recently, I 
oversaw the Major Gifts Program at  
Bryn Mawr College. I have also 
contributed to advancement for  
the École Française Internationale  
de Philadelphie. Now, I’ve come to  
ASP with my family. My husband Ben  
is an ASP alumnus, and our two sons  
are Lower School students, so our 
connections to the school are multi-
faceted. I am thrilled to be a part of  
the community and to help contribute  
to ASP’s advancement.

Why do you think schools  
like ASP need an annual fund?

The best schools around the world  
have successful annual funds. Indeed, 
broad community support through an 
annual fund is an important indication  
of confidence and enthusiasm around  
a school’s mission and operations.  
The same is certainly true for ASP’s 
Excellence Fund.
But, the differentiating aspect at ASP  
is that instead of using this program to 
offset operating costs – which is how 
most schools organize their annual funds 
– the Excellence Fund immediately 
enhances learning by bringing something 
new to the classroom. Anyone who 
supports the Excellence Fund can be 
confident both that they are contributing 
to a true value-added program and that 
ASP’s community of learners will directly 
experience the impact of their support.

What are some of the key benefits  
to a school community you have seen 
emerge from the implementation  
of a successful annual fund?

A successful annual fund contributes to  
a real sense of pride and belonging around 
the school’s mission and core set of values.
The Excellence Fund gets students, their 
parents, and teachers excited about what 
we’ve all engaged in together. I sense that 
my children’s teachers feel at once grateful 
and empowered by the possibilities available 
to them. The energy around learning is 
palpable and things are happening at ASP, 
thanks to the Excellence Fund.

We are now celebrating five years  
of extraordinary learning projects 
made possible by the Excellence 
Fund. What are your goals for  
the coming year and beyond?

The focus now is to celebrate the 
Excellence Fund and all the opportunities 
it creates. Over the past five years, nearly 
€1,000,000 have funded 170 projects and 
counting. As a community, we need to 
take a moment to say WOW! and THANK 
YOU! These amazing achievements are 
made possible only by your involvement 

and firm commitment to teaching and 
learning at ASP.
Looking ahead, we will continue to build 
momentum around participation from all 
parts of our school community, working 
hand-in-hand with the PFA. This partnership 
benefits the entire ASP community, and I 
couldn’t be more excited about what we 
will accomplish together.
Here’s to another five years+ of FUNding 
innovation and excellence at ASP!

Meet Emily Robin

I could not envision a more fulfilling career than 
facilitating connections between people who believe 
in education and the institutions they value.

ASP Interview 
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Realignment of LS math curriculum and 
on-site support for faculty and students 
for its implementation by consultant 
Carrie Zielinski.

Living Our Mission

The American School of Paris is a vibrant,  
international, family-oriented community.

Our mission is to inspire and prepare every 
student to achieve personal and academic  
excellence as an engaged global citizen by 
providing a challenging, innovative program 
within a compassionate environment.

Did you know?
These are some of the 
extraordinary opportunities 
made possible by  
the Excellence Fund

Seed money to begin the Kalahari Education Project; ASP students mentor and 
teach English in the Kalahari desert region.

Travel to the South of France to visit Renoir’s home and gardens; art students 
benefitted from an authentic on-site painting experience.

Student participation in the Harvard Club of France’s presentation by Harvard 
Professor Charles Maier on "WWI: A War Compelled, A War Chosen". 

Establishment of a dedicated and interactive science space in the LS,  
allowing students to better explore the wonderful world of science. 

Training of   
faculty from all 
divisions in the 

Mindful Schools 
Program in order  

to implement 
techniques in  

the classroom to 
manage conflict, stress 

and other emotions.

Creation of the iSpace, ASP’s on-campus 
faculty and staff technology training 
center, where faculty can hone their skills 
and learn new  ways to integrate 
technology into the classroom.



Sponsorship for faculty to develop skills 
and attain a soccer coaching license to 
support young athletes.
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Purchase of Lower School Library Smart boards providing interactive learning 
activities including early reader ‘read-along’ programs.

Initial funding of IB Physics trip to CERN, home of the world’s largest particle 
physics laboratory, in Switzerland.

Celebration of cultural traditions, diversity and arts with  
an International Folk Dancing specialist and Lower School parents, 
faculty and students. 

Hosting of the AMIS Girls Honor Choir Festival. The 99-voice choir represented  
16 schools from around the world, celebrating the international language of music. 

Installation of state-of-the-art fitness 
center and Lifetime fitness equipment, 
providing an expanded PE curriculum 
and greater opportunities to keep fit.

Expertise of 
curriculum 
consultant David 
Bain for science 
teaching and 
learning through 
innovation and 
real-life inquiry.

Funding for the Habitat for Humanity US student club trip to Indonesia to help 
construct housing.



The Excellence Fund  By the Numbers

Teachers who 
completed 
language arts 
training at 
Columbia University
Teacher’s College 

Faculty 
trained  in 

Mindfullness-based 
programs          this year.

650
Unique donors 

who have supported the 
Excellence Fund 

iPads (plus 16 Netbooks) 
added to the ASP’s inventory

110

Students, faculty and sta�,
and families who gain from 

the Excellence Fund

153,000
Calories burned on 
state-of-the-art fitness 
equipment

Chess pieces 
acquired for students 

of all grade levels

Full years of the Excellence Fund 
in action

170

Excellence Fund 
projects supported 

(and counting!)

Gifts and pledges to 
the Excellence Fund 
since its inception

Total distance covered by ASP students 
on study and service trips underwritten 
by the Excellence Fund – about 39 times 

around the world!

1,573,168 km

€928,000+
 Awarded in support of 

the Excellence Fund grant projects

%
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The Excellence Fund has an impact on  
our community of learners every day.  
Everyone gains when our community 
gives; tangible proof is in the numbers:
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ASP Voices 

I was part of a group that tested out 
a program which raises awareness  
of the Lakota Indian tribe of South 
Dakota. When we returned, we were 
asked to share this valuable experience 
with other students; it humbled us all and 
made us appreciate how fortunate we are. 

The “Coaches Eye” iPad  
program allows me to film our 
athletes in action and then talk 
them through their performance 
in sync with the video. 
Students can replay this on their  
own, for continuous improvement. 

The advice I would give anyone 
applying for an Excellence Fund  
grant is first to ensure that your 
project links to the school’s mission 
and the fund’s stated criteria.  
After that, as my son says: go for it!

Josh McCall
US Teacher and Athletic Coach

CO-AUTHOR OF EF GRANT:  
Technology for Coaching Athletes,  
2013-14 

I’m applying what I learned at a 
soccer coaching clinic in my work 
with the ASP girls varsity team.  
I feel very committed to ASP, in part 
due to the investment and confidence 
the school has shown in me through 
the support from the Excellence Fund. 

Amy McCall
LS Teacher and Athletic Coach

AUTHOR OF EF GRANT:   
Soccer Coaching Clinic,  
2013-14

The McCall Family

Galvin
Grade 12 Student

CO-AUTHOR OF EF GRANT:  
Student Shoulders to Shoulders 
Program, 2013-14

Giving to the Excellence Fund provides me with a 
tangible way of saying “Mille Mercis” for all the ways 

ASP impacted me and will 
impact future generations.  
Last year in Paris, our class 
reunited after fifty years,  
and it was if we had never  
said goodbye. ASP was  
formative not only in our 
classroom education but in 
providing us with life-changing 
experiences that opened up  
the world to us. For me it is  
a true privilege to support ASP.

Cecille Carameros Shannon
Alumna, Class of 1964  
and Excellence Fund Donor

A grant last year allowed us to introduce e-Books  
in the US library without cutting back the operational 

budget for other 
materials, and continue 
to fully support student 
learning. 

The US library’s first 
grant, in 2011, was for  
a SmartBoard in our 
classroom area. It has 
made researching, 
teaching and learning 
more efficient, interactive, 
and satisfying. 
Both grants represent 
technology to support  
the needs of our learners.

Mario Chioini
US Librarian and Excellence Fund Donor

AUTHOR OF 2 EF GRANTS FOR TECHNOLOGY IN US LIBRARY   
63 e-Books and a SmartBoard
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ASP Voices 

Daniel Tammet’s presentation made me think 
differently about languages and math.  
I learned about his struggles and how he manages them, 
how he learned Icelandic in one week, and how he loves 

numbers and 
memorized so many  
of them from Pi.
Seeing him in person 
and hearing his voice 
made me appreciate 
even more his abilities.  
I never would have 
thought about so many  
of the things he has 
experienced if he had  
not come to speak to us.

Jessie
Grade 7 Student

Author, linguist, mathematician, humanitarian  
Daniel Tammet spoke at ASP in 2014  

thanks to a grant co-authored  
by LS math and library faculty.

The Excellence Fund provides us with a nimble way  
to respond to extraordinary learning opportunities,  

to go beyond our planned  
programs by bringing 
resources from outside onto 
campus or by travelling 
outside our walls when  
an opportunity suddenly 
arises. It also provides us with the 
flexibility to test educational ideas 
to determine their impact within 
the framework of our diverse and 
changing community.  I support the 
Excellence Fund wholeheartedly 
because it allows us to make great 
things happen.

Mary Jean Lowe
US College Counselor, Parent of ASP Alumni,  
former member of the ASP Board of Trustees,  
and Excellence Fund Donor

CO-AUTHOR, WITH LAURA VINCENS, OF EF GRANT:  
College Essay/Personal Writing Support, 2014-15

I like to play in the 
sandbox and at the 
table. With my play-dough, 
I make cakes, and things 
like dogs, cats, mountains, 
and happy faces. It makes 
me feel happy!

Beatriz
Kindergarten Student

Installed last school 
year, the Kindergarten 
Outdoor Exploration 

Center was brought to 
ASP via an Excellence 
Fund grant request 

from the three 
Kindergarten teachers 

who report that  
it is a wonderful 
addition to the 

playground. Says K2 
teacher Alison Georges, 

"The center instantly 
achieved our goal of 
enhancing students' 

engagement in 
creative, hands-on 
outdoor activities."

I’m really excited about 
the chance to play chess 
at school. I like chess 
because it makes my brain 
work really hard. I can’t 
wait to teach my friends 
how to play and then have 
matches with them. It will  
be really great!”

Cocoro
Grade 2 Student

In fall 2015,  
the Excellence Fund  

provided 169 chess sets, 
including twelve sets  

per Lower School  
classroom and additional 

sets for the newly  
created ASP chess club, 

which welcomes  
students from  

all three divisions.  
The grant request for  

this project was 
championed by PE teacher 

Nick Walklet and MS 
teacher Thomas Neville.  
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Students often say that the trip to the 
European Organization for Nuclear 
Research (CERN) in Switzerland is one of 

the most memorable 
learning experiences  
of the IB higher-level 
physics program.  
For one recent alumnus, 
the experience led to an 
additional opportunity 
even after he graduated 
from ASP.  His memories 
of this trip sparked his 
desire to approach  
CERN and he has since 
completed an internship 
there as part of his Masters 
of Science program. 

Laura Schupack
US Science Teacher  
and Excellence Fund Donor

AUTHOR OF EF GRANT: Visit to CERN 2012-13

The trip to CERN, now integrated  
annually into course curriculum,  

was originally underwritten by a grant  
from the Excellence Fund.

Writing a grant request was a great experience – it 
helped me learn how to work on a team with adults, 

to structure my ideas, and 
to politely and successfully 
request funding from  
an organization to make 
something I care about 
happen. That's a really 
useful skill to have in life, 
and one of the reasons that  
I find that the Excellence 
Fund  is amazing.

Maïa
Grade 10 Student

CO-AUTHOR OF EF GRANT:  
Visiting Survival and Tracking Expert for the Nature  
Connection Club, 2015-16

My husband and I have been strong supporters of the 
Excellence Fund since its beginning. We appreciate 

knowing what projects are being 
funded and following them by 
seeing what our children and their 
classmates are doing. It’s direct and 
immediate feedback for us as donors. 
The Excellence Fund is all  
about community with the direct 
involvement of ASP parents, 
students, faculty, and administration 
– partners aligned around elevating 
learning to the next level.

Elizabeth Asch
Parent of both an ASP Alumnus and  
a current Grade 11 student, and Excellence Fund Donor

CO-AUTHOR OF EF GRANT:  
Visiting Survival and Tracking Expert for the Nature 
Connection Club, 2015-16

Elizabeth and Maïa co-authored a grant a grant which brought a wildlife and tracking expert  
to speak to Nature Connection club members on campus this year.

The Matisse Cut-Outs 
exhibit was a great 
opportunity to better 
understand the range  
of the artist’s talent.  
I am so inspired by Matisse and 
especially his use of color;  his 
works have influenced many of 
the pieces in my own portfolio 
as I prepare my applications  
for art school next year.

Jessie 
Grade 12 IB Art Student

The Excellence Fund 
sponsored a trip to London's 
Tate Modern Museum to see 

this special exhibit.

It is thanks to the support of the 
Excellence Fund that I am here!  
I was welcomed by the ASP community 
in 2014 as your mascot, having been 
recognized for embodying French-
American relations, global citizenship, 
and a streak of healthy rebellion, used 
to enact positive change. I feel the ASP 
school spirit swirl around me from 
parents, faculty and students of all 
divisions wherever I appear.  Go Rebels!

Lafayette
School Mascot

Authored by US Student Council 
members, this grant introduced 
Lafayette as our school mascot,  

a position he proudly and 
enthusiastically continues  

to hold today.
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Grants in Action

Robotics

Now in its third year,  
the Rebel Robotics Club  
has become firmly established  
at ASP, and is comprised  
of an enthusiastic team of  
Upper and Middle Schoolers. 

T he club was founded when a student (Bryce Gregory, 
Class of 2015) championed the idea and wrote an 
Excellence Fund grant proposal to get it started.

In this club, students gain practical experience in STEM subjects 
and the opportunity to compete internationally. Already the club 
has competed in the Spring, 2014 FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) 
in Grenoble, France with a robot they created, and students will 

again participate next spring.
The robotics world evolves 
extremely rapidly, and as  
Ron Schildge, this year's 
faculty advisor explains:  
The Excellence Fund enables 
the club to take advantage  
of special events. We are 
currently in the midst of  
a virtual worldwide 
comopetition called the  
Zero Robotics High School 
Tournament, organized by 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) in 
conjunction with the 
European Space Agency  
and NASA. It requires 
students to program small 
satellites to move in a 
weightless environment. 
Thanks to support from  
the Excellence Fund,  

our Robotic Rebels can nurture their STEM skills and virtually 
‘go where no man has gone before.’ 

S
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Advancing Math Learning  
and Appreciation 1-2-3

I believe in the power of  
the Excellence Fund and support  
it fully. I have written three  
grant requests for projects which  
have advanced math learning and 
appreciation at ASP. 

1. The first grant allowed us to rewrite math study units 
with American consultant Carrie Zielinski  

so that they would align with Common Core standards and 
create a vertically aligned curriculum. 

2. Next, we invited Carrie to ASP to work with Lower School 
teachers in order to facilitate the introduction of the new 

curriculum in the classroom. Carrie’s work with teachers has now 
evolved and become part of our educational program, 
incorporated into the annual school budget. 

3. The most recent grant, which I co-wrote with the Lower 
and Middle School librarian Meg Seaver, brought in 

Daniel Tammet to speak to students and parents about 
mathematics, learning differences, language and philosophy.  
He inspired us and humanized both math and the type of special 
learner that he is. 

Barbara Trudeau

LS Math Coordinator
Author/co-author of three Excellence Fund grants
Excellence Fund Donor

Project Profiles

Meg Seaver, Daniel Tammet 
and Barbara Trudeau 
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Physics First!

New Upper School  
Physical Science  
Curriculum

During the 2012-13 school year, the 
science department identified a goal  
to shift to a new curriculum.  
Kevin McLean, ASP faculty member from 
2011-2015 discusses the change:

B ased on research by the University of Chicago,  
my colleagues and I decided to adopt a “Physics First” 
approach to our curriculum. Physics is considered  

to be the over-arching discipline of science, and a strong 
background in physics is necessary to provide the 
intellectual foundation for the further pursuit of chemistry 
and biology. We also wanted every student to feel confident 
in their ability to “do” science. To that end, we chose this 
student-centered, inquiry-based approach, one that is 
hands-on and laboratory-focused.
Moving as of Grade 9 to the “Physics First” approach 
required a re-sequencing of our freshman and sophomore 
science classes. The Excellence Fund made it possible to 
outfit our classrooms with the required scientific equipment 
and to train our teachers, ensuring a smooth implementation 
of the new program.

Important and Long-Term Impact on Students
By the end of Grade 10, ASP students are now able to develop  
a strong understanding of the integrated nature of science; 
physics, chemistry, and biology are no longer seen as separate 
fields of study. And, the new program creates a strong 
foundation for those who then go on to IB physics. 

The Excellence Fund provided the financial resources  
for us to be able to impact virtually every US student in such  
an important and long-term manner. 
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It's a terrific program  
and has proven over  

the years to provide students a 
sound foundation in terms  

of science learning.
Laura Schupack,  

Grade 9 Physics Teacher
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Discovering 
“France Beyond Paris”  
and the Celtic World

In conjunction with units  
on “Music of the World”  
and “String Instruments,”  
ASP Lower School students  
were treated last spring to  
a Celtic world of music presented  
by the group Univercelts. 

E nthusiastic students joined the performers  
on stage, dancing and singing alongside  
the musicians. The group also conducted workshops 

within ASP French classes to help young learners better 
discover, through music, all parts of the Celtic world,  
with a special focus on Brittany.
In the words of French teacher Jean Pierre Heussaff: 
The children gained a greater appreciation both  
of the regions, customs and music of this part of Europe,  
and of the mosaic of cultures in France beyond Paris.  
The learning was interdisciplinary, interactive, and 
memorable. For the fifth graders, we followed this up  
with the annual trip to Brittany, where Celtic culture  
and Breton language are alive and well. 
To the Excellence Fund, which helped us bring  
Univercelts to ASP, we say, 

Thank you – Trugarez vras.

The Digital Media  
Recording Studio

The VOICES of talented ASP musicians….
Thanks to the Excellence Fund, ASP musicians and 
filmmakers have an incredible resource at their disposal: 
the Digital Media Recording Studio. This facility is  
a professional-quality digital recording studio, complete 
with a sixteen-channel mixing board and a soundproof 
recording booth. Not only is the studio used for demos for 
auditions, recordings for university applications and,  
of course, creative personal projects, it also is used  
by the Music Club. 
Without a doubt, the Digital Recording Studio, which was 
created with one of the earliest Excellence Fund grants  
in 2010, has made a significant contribution to the artistic 
life of our school,  says Digital Music teacher James Wilson.

This QR code will link you to one  
of the early student works produced from 
this studio. Scan the code with your  
mobile device. 

Pure Excellence!
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Grants in Action 
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Project Profiles

Bringing Jane Goodall's Inspiration to our Community

When my son began in the Lower School of ASP,  
I was working with the Institut Jane Goodall France and 
had already produced an event with Dr. Goodall.  
I realized that the mission of ASP was closely aligned with 
the values of Dr. Goodall's Foundation, with a focus  
on global citizenship and the guidance it provides today's 
youth to steer our planet in the future.

I t became apparent to me that I needed 
to connect Dr. Goodall and the ASP 
community. What was less apparent 

was how I was going to make this idea 
come to fruition. Dr. Goodall was planning 
a visit to France to celebrate her 80th 
birthday and I wanted to make certain 
that ASP was on her list. ASP's 
administration was very enthusiastic and 
supportive. And, I soon realized that the 
Excellence Fund would be a great 
resource to help bring this idea to the 
community.  My project was a perfect match 
for its mission-driven criteria.  

I wrote a grant request which was 
approved the next time the committee 
met, and within a matter of weeks  
I was busy organizing Dr. Goodall’s visit. 
When Dr. Goodall came to ASP, I was 
overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of ASP 
students of all ages and their comments 
and questions to this legendary world 
spokesperson. Middle and Upper School 
students participated in the PAC with  
Dr. Goodall in passionate discussions 
concerning nature and the environment. 

There was a wonderful poignant moment in 
a Lower School classroom when a 7-year-old 
student gently probed 80-year-old Dr. Goodall 
about her emotions the first time she  
had hands-on contact with a chimpanzee.  
She shared that she felt a profound 
connection with the animal. Parents lined 
up to meet her at an ASP presentation  
the following evening held in Paris at the 
George C. Marshall Center.
Back to the Excellence Fund: Working on 
the grant request with administration to 
bring this idea to life was truly enlightening; 
it allowed me to experience first-hand 
how important the mission of ASP is and 
how it is the foundation of the Excellence 
Fund. The Excellence Fund provides  
a consistent framework which allows  
a volunteer parent like myself, or really 
anyone else in the community, to make a 
dream a reality, and to impact our learners 
in so many positive ways.

Kevin Motschall,  
ASP Parent from 2013-2015 

Excellence Fund Donor

Student Reflections
Although it was almost two years  
ago, I still think alot about when we 
got to learn from Dr. Jane Goodall  
in person. She talked to us about 
improving the treatment of animals 
and the future of our planet. It really 
made me think more about how to 
preserve nature and not destroy it. 
Eric, Grade 7
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Kevin 
Motschall, 
Mark Ulfers 
and Jane 
Goodall 
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Why I Give

Story Parker Schildge 
Upper School English Teacher

I am now in my second year at ASP and truly appreciate  
the tremendous impact of the Excellence Fund on the ASP 
community. As faculty members, we benefit directly in so 

many ways: attending conferences to improve our knowledge 
base and teaching skills, utilizing the technology we have 
available, and delivering special learning opportunities to our 
students. On the flip side, as a parent I see that my own children, 
both Lower School students, also benefit from projects supported 
by the Fund – the SmartBoards and the Outdoor Exploration 
Area are just two great examples. I am incredibly grateful that 
my sons’ teachers took the initiative to request funding – and 
that the Excellence Fund was able to deliver.  

When faculty members contribute to the Excellence Fund, it 
sends a powerful message to the greater school community;  
it says that we are proud to teach at ASP and want to make this 
contribution for today and for the future of our school. I also 
view my donation as a vote of confidence in my fellow faculty 
members; my donation is a tangible sign that I believe in  
my colleagues and support their endeavors as educators.  
I hope that everyone appreciates how important the Excellence 
Fund is and makes a contribution so that we can make even  
more teaching and learning dreams come true. 

My donation is a vote of confidence  
in my fellow faculty members... 
a tangible sign that I support their 
endeavors as educators.
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Catherine  
de Guelztl 
School Nurse

I 've been an ASP school nurse since 
1978 and in this role I spend time with 
both students and parents.  First and 

foremost, I view ASP in terms of our 
family-oriented community. In French  
we have a phrase un esprit de solidarité 
and it is in this spirit that I contribute 
wholeheartedly to the Excellence Fund. 
Regardless of the amount one is able to 
give, I feel it is important to demonstrate 
support to our community by participating. 
It sets an example for others, and it all 
adds up and contributes to a greater good.
I am glad we have the Excellence Fund 
and observe how projects supported by it 
benefit the children: the nature area, the 
guest speakers, and other special projects 
help make each school day extra special. 
Sometimes when students are in our 
office and are not feeling well I tell them 
that they should not return to class and 
they are really disappointed. It’s actually 
a very “healthy” sign in terms of their 
enthusiasm for learning! I see the joy 
with which ASP students arrive each day 
at school, and feel that the Excellence 
Fund’s projects contribute to this.

Students Say Thank You!

It is important to demonstrate support to our community 
by participating... it contributes to a greater good.



The Olsen Family :  
Noah (Class of 2014),  
Eric, Carol and  
Chloe (Class of 2016)

O ur family has had the great pleasure of being part of the ASP Community for the last eight 

years. Our children have thrived in this diverse international school environment. We all 

deeply appreciate the caring and personalized approach to learning that takes place  

at ASP, and the wide range of learning opportunities here.
The Excellence Fund is a fabulous tool that allows the school to bring many of these opportunities  

to life. As we know all too well, great ideas are often born on their own time and can’t necessarily  

be aligned with an annual budget process. However, in our dynamic ASP community, the ability to 

quickly seize opportunities is important. The Excellence Fund enables us to respond quickly, one  

of the many reasons our family believes in its value and supports it each year.

There are so many ways our community benefits from the Excellence Fund. Let me share one 

example: the experience of a group of ASP students who passionately believed they had an idea  

that would galvanize community spirit. Their ambitious dream was to bring to life a school mascot. 

The US Student Council team, including our son, submitted a grant proposal. The writing and 

review process was an incredible learning experience, and the success of the project demonstrated 

to them, and their fellow students, the Excellence Fund's power to bring great ideas to life.

Donating to the Excellence Fund is a sign of confidence in our children, our school and our 

community. It is why I strongly encourage all of you to support the fund to your ability, whatever  

the level. It’s an investment both in the present and towards the future. 

Please join our family in ensuring that exceptional learning opportunities at ASP continue  

to thrive by making your contribution to the Excellence Fund. 

Carol Olsen  for the Olsen Family

The Olsen Family : 
Noah (Class of 2014), 
Eric, Carol and 
Chloe (Class of 2016)
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“The Excellence 
Fund allowed us to 
share the vision of 
Lafayette with the 
community. It’s an 
amazing resource 

that allows 
innovative ideas 

suggested by 
students to have  

the chance  
to be enacted.”

Noah Olsen

Why We Give
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Excellence Fund FAQs

What is the Excellence Fund?
The American School of Paris is proud to say that  
if a member of our community – a student, teacher,  
staff member, or parent – has a great idea to enhance 
teaching and learning, the Excellence Fund can help 
bring it to life. Providing year-round support to foster 
innovation, the Excellence Fund is a grant program 
available to faculty, staff, students, and parents  
and broadly supported by our community through  
the annual Excellence Fund campaign.

Why does ASP need  
the Excellence Fund? 
Why can’t tuition fund  
these projects?
So often, members of our community identify 
extraordinary opportunities to enhance the ASP 
experience. But, without the Excellence Fund, these 
ideas would be shelved until next year’s budget cycle, 
needlessly delaying the implementation of great 
initiatives. The Excellence Fund allows the school to 
advance beyond the status quo in real time.

Unlike many other international schools, ASP does not rely  
on the Excellence Fund to cover ordinary operating expenses. 
Tuition funds fully cover ASP’s everyday operation, and the 
Excellence Fund permits the school to respond to innovative 
ideas, right away, going beyond what tuition alone can provide.

How are Excellence Fund  
grants awarded?
How do I apply for  
an Excellence Fund grant?
The Excellence Fund underwrites projects that meet  
mission-driven criteria in the categories of innovative 
technology, extraordinary educational experiences,  
and professional development. If you’ve got an idea that fits  
into these areas, you can submit a proposal to the Excellence 
Fund Grant Committee. In line with the Excellence Fund’s  
focus on immediacy, proposals are accepted on a rolling basis 
and decisions are made within 5-6 weeks of application.

The Excellence Fund is never spent down to €0, ensuring  
that, even at the start of a new school year, there are resources  
to underwrite outstanding projects that emerge from  
within our community.

Why is my support important? 
Does it really help if I am  
only able to make a small gift?
Every gift, at every level, counts and is appreciated! The 
Excellence Fund is about all of us: every person at ASP benefits 
from the Excellence Fund, and likewise the participation of all 
members of our community is vital to its continued success.  
A high rate of participation – we aim for 100% – is an incredible 
endorsement of the unfailing commitment to mission shared 
within and across the ASP community.

Are there any tax benefits  
for my contribution to  
the Excellence Fund?
Absolutely! Gifts to the Excellence Fund are tax advantageous 
for French and American taxpayers. 

 ˙Gifts in euros are tax deductible under French law because  
of ASP’s status as a not-for-profit institution under French 
Association Loi 1901. 

 ˙American taxpayers can make tax-deductible donations in USD 
through the ASP Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable foundation.

How do I get more information?
Please visit www.asparis.fr/excellence  
or contact Emily Robin at erobin@asparis.fr  
or 01.41.12.82.69. 

Thank you for your participation and support!

Thank you! Merci�!

the Excellence Fund
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At ASP, we believe that :
Every person has equal worth.

Individuals are responsible  
for their choices and actions.
We best meet the needs of learners when 
we understand them as individuals.
Through hard work and determination 
individuals can achieve their potential.
Every member of a community  
has the responsibility to contribute  
to the greater good.
Seeking to understand diverse  
cultures, ideas and practices  
enriches a community.
A culture of high expectations and 
striving for excellence leads  
to higher achievement.

Learning is a continuous lifelong endeavor.
Great schools nurture passion, curiosity, 
creativity, self-expression and joy.
Going beyond the familiar  
and taking risks stimulate growth,  
innovation and self-discovery.
In a rapidly changing world, achieving 
excellence demands commitment  
to continuous improvement.
Everyone shares responsibility for  
our global community and environment.

Honesty and integrity are  
central to all we do.

founded 1946

American School of Paris
41, rue Pasteur

92210 Saint Cloud
France

Tel. +33 (0)1 41 12 82 82
Fax +33 (0)1 46 02 23 90

www.asparis.org

Like us on 
Facebook!


