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Program Description 
 

The Secondary English Language Immersion Program proposes an interactive language learning 
experience that places students in engaging real-life situations using authentic material and contexts 
for a meaningful learning experience from the beginning stages. Drawing from the language-rich 
environment provided by the American School of Paris campus, valued Anglophone texts, and age-
appropriate societal issues, the bespoke curriculum proposes to build linguistic and cultural 
competence placing emphasis on natural language development in an immersion context in 
combination with formal language instruction. Students become confident communicators in 
speaking and in writing, in social or academic settings. 

The program fosters intellectual curiosity, intercultural awareness, and the mastery of the English 
language as a purposeful, life-long skill in today’s global world.  
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Saturday Class 
9:30-12:30 

The Saturday class is a three-hour immersion class that focuses on developing English language 

mastery in social and academic settings. Comprehension and communication skills progress equally 

through a skillful and creative blend of content-based learning, interactive teaching style, and 

bespoke classes.    The course aligns with the program’s philosophy of immersion and collaborative 

learning by drawing on a wide range of relevant cultural topics, Anglophone literature and media to 

improve listening comprehension, reading and writing skills, grammatical accuracy and vocabulary. 

Reading and writing workshop models support individualized instruction; authentic material and 

activities fuel an engaging real-life context. Public speaking in its varied forms: creative, informational 

and persuasive, is a focus during the third hour preparing students to speak to an audience in formal 

and informal contexts. 

Class time is organized around routines to address the development and consolidation of one or all of 

the four skills: oral and written communication and comprehension, and vocabulary; a core lesson 

that focuses on the introduction of new skills followed by practice exercises; public speaking and 

project work to bring students to use English in real-life situations. 

 

Wednesday Class 
15h45-17h15 

The Wednesday Secondary Immersion Class is a condensed version of the Saturday class with identical 

aims to improve fluency and accuracy of communication in English in social and academic settings.   
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Track Descriptions and Goals 
 

Beginner Track  
 

The Beginner track acquaints students with foundational vocabulary and language structures, and 

develops comprehension and communication skills to a degree that they are comfortable in an 

immersion setting working from authentic material on genuine tasks. Comprehension of native speech 

or authentic written material through global understanding and inferring meaning form a large part 

of class learning.  

Students begin to generate sentences finding ways to get general meaning across, learn to use the 

major timeframes, and interact in familiar contexts. They are encouraged to be spontaneous, to build 

communication on memorized phrases, topic vocabulary and learned elements of grammar, to 

generate sentences and interact with less attention yet to grammatical accuracy.  

To develop listening skills, students become acquainted with native speech through short audio 

snippets learning to recognize familiar words, pronunciation, intonation and word stress.   

In writing, students learn foundational grammar skills, word order, sentence types and forming 

paragraphs beginning with presenting information about themselves or familiar topics, concrete 

poems, cartoons, comics and persuasive posters working their way to simple informational reports 

and narratives.  

Reading supports language acquisition providing an opportunity to develop cultural awareness 

through choice of relevant topics and discover Anglophone authors. Students read from short texts 

from Half-Minute Horror Stories, graphic novels, Drama or Smile, The Adventures of John Blake, and 

non-fiction. 

 

Intermediate Track 
 

The Intermediate track addresses students who are comfortable or independent in an immersion 

setting, are able to rely on global understanding, and are on their way to becoming confident 

communicators. Competence is still limited to or strongest in familiar contexts and reliance on a 

written support is required or helpful to understand native speech in detail.  Vocabulary, idiomatic 

language and grammar gaps restrict oral and written expression so that communication, though 

sustained, remains limited.  

The intermediate track focuses on consolidating skills and developing a student’s ability to 

comprehend and communicate on a wider range of topics with additional exposure to less familiar 

ones, and to do so more accurately and effectively with less limitations and reliance on the native 

language. Attention is given to helping students fill in language gaps in areas of oral or written 

communication, grammar or vocabulary. 

Students continue to practice and build on foundational grammar skills with a focus on conjugation 

while learning the wider use of tenses (perfect and perfect continuous), and how to incorporate varied 
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sentence structure. Language mechanics are consolidated in oral and written communication with 

more attention to accuracy and organization.  

At intermediate level, students continue to read Anglophone authors to develop an appreciation of 

literature and non-fiction texts. Among grade-appropriate fiction assignments: Seventh Grade by Gary 

Soto, The Night Before Christmas, The Fun They Had, The Umbrella. 

 

Advanced Track  
 

At Advanced level, students speak English confidently and accurately enough to get meaning across 

but still lean on their native language for understanding and communication. They may find 

themselves challenged by unfamiliar contexts due to a lack of vocabulary and knowledge of idiomatic 

language. In these less familiar contexts, they still rely on global understanding and their native 

speech.  

The Advanced Track proposes to develop communicative skills encouraging students to be more 

exact and close to meaning by attention to language accuracy, proper choice of vocabulary and use 

of complex sentence structures all the while building on cultural competence for better 

understanding of language. Emphasis is placed on acquiring autonomy in English in social or academic 

settings by broadening the scope of understanding and communication, and building vocabulary to 

be more exact and less reliant on the mother tongue. Students are  introduced to grade-level authentic 

material learning to express opinion, form arguments and present information both orally and in 

writing. Grammar is reviewed as needed. 

Exposure to idiomatic language and less familiar topics or themes helps build listening comprehension 

skills, promote autonomy and better comprehension of detail.  In oral communication, tasks are 

intended to improve communication in areas of grammatical accuracy, fluency and use of idiomatic 

expressions. Students are encouraged to be more attentive to form. 

In writing, importance is placed on language accuracy, sentence structure and organization. 

Awareness of voice for a beginning sense of style, of word choice and complex sentence structures 

to reach effective communication. Features of the main writing forms (narrative, informational, 

descriptive) are understood and practiced in addition to argumentative, personal and literary essay 

forms.  

Grade-level fiction and non-fiction are proposed in class. At the teacher’s recommendation, advanced-

level students are encouraged to read one grade-appropriate novel in the year. Sample texts include 

Bloomability, Holes, Roald Dahl’s Collected Short Stories, Theodore Boone Series, Fault in our Stars. 

 

Fluent Track 
 

The Fluent Track aligns to a mainstream English or language arts class, and is open to students with 

near native, to native oral proficiency though competence in writing may not be to equal standards. 

Students in this class may come from a bilingual/bicultural family or have been educated in an 

Anglophone school or program in France or abroad. The class focuses on English for academic 

purposes in oral and written communication, and tasks and expectations are at grade-level.  
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Students in this class may be planning entrance to international sections or Anglophone programs 

though the class cannot be considered as sufficient preparation. Students who need to align writing 

skills to grade-level standards are supported. Grammar is expected to be mastered and is reviewed 

as needed. 

At Fluent level, students readily comprehend and communicate with confidence in any context 

especially social. Listening and speaking activities or resources serve to introduce content, cultural 

knowledge and vocabulary to reinforce oral and written work in academic settings. 

Students develop effective communication and are encouraged to be exact using choice vocabulary 

and complex sentence forms. They learn to differentiate formal communication from informal or 

social speech. Listening activities support oral communication and vocabulary development by 

inspiring class conversations, discussions, and debates. 

 Students hone their skills in argumentation, persuasion and informational reporting, explore critical 

appreciation skills and make connections between form, function, and meaning.  Public speaking 

skills are emphasized with a focus on rhetorical strategies, voice and tone, body language. 

Students in the fluent track read one grade-level novel per semester. Among sample grade-

appropriate texts: The Halloween Tree, Wonder, The Giver, Haroun and The Sea of Stories, The 

Illustrated Man, The Great Gatsby, Big Mouth, Ugly Girl. 
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Understanding:  
 

The Curriculum Coordinator’s Role 

 
The secondary curriculum coordinator designs, implements and maintains the middle and high 

school instructional programs. This includes working closely with the program director and teachers 

to define and raise learning standards, and ensure that they are met in the classroom; maintaining a 

curricular sequence between proficiency levels; overseeing assessment and class placement, 

identifying resources and teacher training material.  

 

Students who are seeking admission to Anglophone programs or preparing for English language 

proficiency tests can schedule a meeting with the curriculum coordinator for information on 

admission processes and requirements, and for guidance on how to prepare. 

 

Proficiency  
 

‘Proficiency is the ability to use language in real world situations in spontaneous interaction and non-

rehearsed contexts and in a manner acceptable and appropriate to native speakers of the language. 

Proficiency demonstrates what a language user is able to do regardless of where, when or how the 

language was acquired. The demonstration is independent of how the language was learned; the 

context may or may not be familiar; the evaluation of proficiency is not limited to the content of a 

particular curriculum that has been taught and learned.’ Source: ACTFL 

 

Class Placement  
 

Though proficiency determines class placement, the two must not be confused: while proficiency 

defines an individual student’s ability to use English in the four skills, class placement is the assignment 

of a student in a given class with consideration to the class composition or grouping that can be 

necessary depending on enrollment. In the latter case, attention is also given to a student’s academic 

ability, maturity and motivation.  

The secondary curriculum coordinator oversees class placement in close collaboration with the 

program director and teachers. Current practices for class placement at secondary level rely on a 

language proficiency diagnostic to identify individual proficiency in the four skills through 

assessments, progress reports, teacher and curriculum coordinator recommendations if the student 

is enrolled in the program, or the administration of a diagnostic evaluation if the student is new.  

Students are assessed in the four skills but oral communication, listening and reading comprehension 

largely determine a student’s class placement at beginner to intermediate levels since writing 

objectives can be individualized. Reading and writing skills have equal importance for entry to the 

fluent track. 
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Class placement is appraised during the first sessions and team meetings are held throughout the year 

to track individual progress. A transfer to a higher or lower level may be proposed when it is 

considered beneficial to the student. 

Tracking Student Progress 
 

We measure student progress in a balanced combination of teacher feedback, formal assessments, 

self and peer assessments: 

 In-class Formative and Summative Assessments 

 Oral Communication Assessment: End of Semester 1 

 Written Communication Assessment: End of Semester 2 

 Semesters 1 and 2 Individual Student Progress Reports 

 Individual Presentations 

 Self and Peer Assessments/Feedback 
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Curriculum 
 

The curriculum places equal importance on the development of the four skills: oral comprehension 

and communication, written comprehension and communication. Bespoke class syllabi adapt to 

class grouping that varies from year to year. Below are the curriculum guidelines that govern each 

class’s syllabus.   

 

Listening Comprehension and Oral Communication 
 

Listening comprehension and oral communication are at the core of the beginner to advanced level 

classes, to lead students to a strong understanding of native speech and to become confident 

communicators in any context be it social, academic or professional. Students learn to infer meaning, 

listen for information and elicit vocabulary. The listening comprehension programs goes beyond the 

practice of the skill, to immerse students culturally, raising their awareness of the cultural 

backgrounds, identities and regional accents associated with global English. 

Classes are highly interactive to promote oral participation and communication. Public speaking in 

its many forms is an integral part of the secondary program from the early stages of language 

learning:  presentations, speeches, class conversations, debates, Ted Talks, podcasts, reader’s theater, 

reading aloud, monologues, dialogues etc., all tasks and activities that support the development of 

oral expression, voice and tone, pronunciation and fluency.  

 

Authentic Whole-Text Reading Program 
 

The Reading Program is central to supporting language learning. The goals are comprehensive at all 

levels of proficiency: to introduce renowned Anglophone authors and an appreciation of Anglophone 

literature; to develop critical reading skills on a variety of authentic fiction and non-fiction material, 

to recognize the value of appropriate language and style in oral and written communication. 

The reading workshop model and reader response journal provide the necessary flexibility to foster 

a meaningful reading experience for all students, and make it possible to adapt texts and 

comprehension activities to individual needs within a mixed class. The choice of reader is tailored 

to the student’s level. Whole-texts are preferred to excerpts (See short story program.) Instruction 

combines whole-class, group and independent work.  

Teachers assess reading by way of an individual portfolio that includes the student’s own selection 

of stories and non-fiction texts, related activities and reading responses, and presentations. 

 

Short Story Program 
 

The short story program is built on a whole-text approach to foster meaningful reading experiences 

and wider opportunities for discussions on themes, author’s purpose and craft, making connections. 
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It proposes to introduce a range of Anglophone authors while encouraging in-class or at-home reading 

within a time manageable frame. Short stories make the reading achievable for less proficient 

students and students build their way to longer texts.  

 

Non-fiction 
 

Non-fiction plays a large role in the development of cultural awareness and making connections to 

the real world. Non-fiction reading is supported by 21st Century Reading Ted Talks Series that ties in 

with the development of listening comprehension skills, and The New York Times going beyond news 

articles to opinion pieces, videos and picture prompts to support the acquisition of topic vocabulary, 

cultural competence and writing.   

 

Shakespeare 
 

Knowing about Shakespeare is essential to any English language learner and so much of the English 

language draws on his works. Students learn about the playwright, the comedies and tragedies, 

commonly used idioms, famous quotes or soliloquies in age and level-appropriate activities and 

reading. 

 

Writing Program 
 

The Writing Program aims to develop written communication skills in English in a variety of settings 

while reinforcing language proficiency. It is a fully student-centered program following the writing 

workshop model to allow students to build on personal skills. At all grades and levels, students are 

guided individually through the writing process to develop competence in organization, drafting and 

reviewing. They learn to recognize the features of different forms:  expository, narrative, persuasive, 

letter, poetry and memoir. Self and peer editing, drafting and reviewing support language and 

grammar acquisition.  

At Middle School, students learn and develop awareness of written communication: they are 

encouraged to express ideas and opinions in writing with attention to word order, sentence types, 

syntax, grammar mechanics, logical sequence of events, spelling and punctuation conventions.  

At High School, students build on their competence of written communication with an emphasis on 

exam, college and career readiness:  making claims, stating opinion, constructing arguments, quoting 

effectively, as well as refining language accuracy including correct uses of British and American English. 

Usages in email and social media communication are also learned.  

At all levels, emphasis is placed on proofreading and editing work to improve language skills.  

The end of year Writing Assessment is an opportunity for all students to demonstrate progress in 

areas of organization, style and word choice, syntax, vocabulary and conjugation.  
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Supporting Your Child’s Progress 
Learning a language requires serious motivation, personal input and time. 

For learning and progress to take place, it is essential for each student to take responsibility for his or 

her learning, to be proactive and to make the most of the environment provided by the teacher.  

Your involvement as a parent is equally essential to helping your child become a responsible learner.  

The teacher’s newsletters are a rich source of information for parents to learn about class work, 

activities and reading assignments. Please take the time to discuss them with your child. 

Here are additional guidelines for parents and students to ensure a successful year of learning: 

 

 Regular attendance and timeliness to class. 

 Inform teacher of absences. 

 Preparedness to class: supplies, books, and what material the teachers has requested. 

 All home assignments are completed. 

 Attentive and respectful in class. 

 Understand and apply the program’s English-only policy in class. 

 Read and discuss teacher newsletters. 

 Read semester Progress Reports and discuss areas where improvement is recommended. 

 Inform teacher and curriculum coordinator of academic plans such as entrance to an 

Anglophone program, exam preparation, health issues, school schedule conflicts etc. 

 Support exposure to English outside of the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


