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English Language Learning at 
Extension 

 

Learning a language does not take on a linear path but rather a circular path. 
Language enrichment takes place each year with review and reinforcement.  As 
there is a gap between proficiency levels, where your child enters the program 
determines which path his/her learning will take.  It is also important to keep in 
mind that a number of factors affect English language learning. 

Factors that affect English language learning: 

- age, grade 
- maturity/readiness for English 
- baseline proficiency in English 
- exposure to English before integrating program 
- exposure to English in home and school settings 
- motivation for language learning 
- effort and participation 
- language skills in the mother tongue 
- other factors (e.g. social, academic, family life) 
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Proficiency Tracks 
 
Proficiency levels at Extension are subdivided into four parallel tracks:  Beginner, 
Intermediate, Advanced, Fluent.  A student joins the program in one of the tracks 
and moves along the track during his/her stay in the program.  Productive 
language skills (speaking) are a priority in determining proficiency tracks for 
students in the program.  Where your child enters the program will determine the 
path his/her learning will take. 

The Beginner Track is reserved for students building vocabulary, moving from 
word- to sentence-level English.  This is similar to an ESL Track (English as a 
Second Language).  Beginners and Post-beginners will be working on acquiring 
and building on vocabulary, understanding through context, learning how to use 
formulaic language structures.  Beginners rely on visual and picture cues, and 
diagrams to make meaning and communicate.  We strive to shorten the silent 
period that accompanies language learning at this level of proficiency. 

Students who integrate the Intermediate Track have the necessary language 
skills to produce simple sentences with some support.  For example, they can 
respond to open-ended questions and use known expressions as models for 
communication.  Their comprehension skills are developing as they rely less on 
explicit language for support. 

Students in the Advanced Track have near-native proficiency.  Generally, they 
have lived abroad or may have extensive exposure to English at home.  They rely 
less frequently on first language translation to express themselves.  Advanced 
students work on enriching language, polishing syntax, and using strategies to 
close the gap between English and their first language.   

The Fluent Track is dedicated to native speakers of English.  At this proficiency, 
class content is similar to that of a language arts class.  This track is designed to 
help students keep up their English and extend and enrich language with 
grade-level material.   

We determine the best individual path for each student, taking into account 
his/her own learning pace and growth.  The content-based curriculum provides 
entry points to every student, ensures that each student is challenged, and 
emphasizes growth within all proficiency tracks. 
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Supporting Language Learning at Home 

Support language learning by increasing exposure to English at home.  This can 
be done by way of listening to music, watching short films, reading to your child 
and/or encouraging independent reading, or playing on-line language games. 
Language extension should always be within the context of a pastime that is 
enjoyable to your child so you might try activity hour or playing games in English. 
Try incorporating English in other activities at home or organizing playdates with 
friends who are also learning English.  
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