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Dear Students, 

 

You are about to begin the exciting, yet nevertheless arduous task of 

selecting a college that is best for you.  We will be available throughout 

your Junior and Senior years for guidance and assistance, 

encouragement and support, but the real work must come from you!   

You must be the ones to investigate, ponder, seek opinions and 

perspectives, fill out lengthy applications and write revealing essays. 

 

It is our hope that this Orientation Handbook will make the whole 

process just a little more manageable by providing you with much of the 

practical information you need to know.  You will find many guidelines 

to help you prepare for important deadlines as well as useful 

suggestions. 

 

Good luck to all of you as you begin your college search!  "The task 

ahead will not necessarily be fun.  It will probably be exhausting but 

will prove rewarding.  It may even be exciting."  

 

Jill Lauck        Mary Jean Lowe 

College Counselor                   College Counselor  
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CALENDAR JUNIOR YEAR 

 

 

 1.  TESTING 

  BEWARE OF INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION DEADLINES 

 REGISTER EARLY AS PLACES AT ASP ARE IN DEMAND 

 

 

By the end of the junior year, all students should have taken the ACT or the SAT. Any student 

planning to apply to a selective college or university should consider starting SAT Subject 

Tests.  

 

 

2. COUNSELING 

- Attend college orientation meetings with counselor. 

- Attend at least two individual meetings with counselor. 

- Complete Student Data Questionnaire found on the ASP website under                    

    College Counseling/Required Biographical Information From Juniors. 

   

 ● Evaluate academic work, extra-curricular activities and graduation  

  requirements. 

  

 ● Explore personal qualities, academic goals, and special 

  interests. 

 

 ● Initial selection of potential colleges. 

  

3. COLLEGE PLANNING & PREPARATION- Research specific colleges and 

universities. Learn about the admissions process. 

 

 1. Visit college websites and use Internet resources. 

  

 2. Attend Autumn College Fair in Paris. 

  

 3. Participate in meetings with admissions personnel who visit ASP. 

  

 4. Utilize publications: independent guidebooks, university viewbooks,  

  and catalogues. 

  

 5. Plan college visits during ASP vacation breaks and consider summer    

                             programs at colleges or other enriching activities. 

 

 6. Talk with people: former ASP graduates, friends, relatives, contacts. 
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CALENDAR SENIOR YEAR 

 

 

1.  TESTING 

 

 BEWARE OF INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION DEADLINES 

REGISTER EARLY 

 

Ensure that all testing is completed at the very latest by the January test date. If your junior year 

scores are not satisfactory, you will want to repeat the SAT, SAT Subject Tests and ACT, if 

applicable. Most colleges will require students for whom English is a second language to take the 

TOEFL or IELTS examination unless they have obtained a satisfactory SAT Critical Reading 

score, which is usually considered to be 650 or better. All students should be aware of the English 

language proficiency  requirement for all schools to which they are applying. 

 

2.  COUNSELING 
  

Early during first semester, review current schedule and make certain that graduation 

requirements are being met. Schedule appointments with the counselor when necessary for 

assistance in choosing and applying to colleges as well as completing application forms and 

writing essays.  

 

3. APPLYING 
 

 1. Narrow college choices in consultation with your counselor.  

 
  

 2. Carefully complete applications. Attend counselor-led application Help Sessions. 

 
 

 3. Early Action or Early Decision candidates must submit application materials to universities by 

the application deadline, which can be as early as November 1. 

 
 

4. Students applying to public universities in California should note that applications must 

be submitted no later than November 30. 

  
 

5. UCAS applications should be completed and sent by October l5 for Oxford and Cambridge as 

well as for students studying medicine, dentistry and veterinary sciences. The regular application 

deadline is January 15. Applications are made on line to UCAS. 

    
 

6. Complete the College Application Form (can be found on the ASP website under College 

Counseling) where you will be asked to list all schools to which you are applying. Indicate for 

each, the application deadline and whether or not you are using the Common Application.  For 

those schools which do not use the Common Application, you must submit Transcript Request 

Forms to the Guidance Office.  The College Application     
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Form should be turned into the Guidance Office by September 15 for Early Round/Rolling or 

Oxbridge applications and by November 15 for Regular Round applications. 

 

7. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain recommendations, often from two teachers, 

preferably of academic subjects. These letters are confidential and students should not request to 

see them. Forms requesting a teacher recommendation are available on the ASP website under 

College Counseling. These should be submitted to teachers by the dates previously mentioned 

(September 15 and November 15). 

 

8. For American citizens and permanent residents applying for financial aid, October 1 is the 

opening date to submit the FAFSA. www.fafsa.ed.gov. Some schools will also require the CSS 

(College Scholarship Service) Profile issued by the College Board. Please, check the 

requirements for individual universities. Use the Net Price Calculator provided by each US 

institution to estimate your costs.  
 

International students will often need to provide evidence of financial means of support. This can 

be done by completing the International Student Certification of Finances issued by the College 

Board or by submitting a form provided by the university.  
 

9. SAT, ACT, TOEFL and IELTS test scores must be submitted to colleges from the testing 

service. Scores will not be included on your transcript.  

 

10. By mid-January, first semester grades will be sent to colleges where students have applied. 

All colleges in the U.S. should have notified candidates by April 15; Canadian schools may take 

longer. 

 

11. Students applying to the U.K., remember that conditional acceptances depend on your having 

met standards required of you on the May IB or AP examinations, or SAT results and your GPA. 

    

   

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
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PARENTS CALENDAR  
 

 

TESTING 

 

Relax; you have no tests to take! Just make sure that your child's registration is completed on 

time and that the correct processing fee has been paid. Please note that in addition to the 

standard test fee, an international processing fee is also required. 

 

COUNSELING 

 

Attend at least one session with your child and the college counselor. It is required that parents 

complete the Parent Data Questionnaire which can be found on the ASP website under 

College Counseling. This will give the counselor an additional perspective, useful in writing a 

recommendation, as well as in working with your son or daughter.  

 

COLLEGE PLANNING AND PREPARATION 

 

1.  Assist your child to assume responsibility for the college admissions process. 

    Easier said than done! 

 

2.  There is the added benefit that this is one of the rare occasions where a teenager will allow 

his or her parents to have a look inside. Communication and openness in the college search 

process may strengthen bonds between parents and their son or daughter. 

 

3.  Make certain that you have sufficient funds to meet college costs. Review FINANCIAL AID 

section. Non-Americans must also review STUDENT VISA INFORMATION. 

 

4. Complete the FAFSA and, in some cases, the Collegeboard’s CSS Profile if you are 

applying for financial aid. Rejoice when finished. 

 

5. Accompany your child on college visits, but remember that college interviews are for 

students.  

 

6.  Be aware of college application deadlines.  

 

7.  Review your child's academic record closely. Any concerns should be addressed to  

     teachers and counselors.  

 

          8.  Relax. Don’t lose heart. Remain confident. A college admission is guaranteed. 

  

                                                               

                                         

             .   

 

 

   



                                                6 

 

 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTS 

 

 

The American School of Paris is a test center for the Admissions Testing Program of the  

College Board (SAT and SAT Subject Tests) and the American College Testing Program (ACT). 

 

The CEEB Code (731270) is used to register for SAT, SAT Subject Tests, the ACT and is required 

for many college applications. Registration for the SAT is done on-line at www.collegeboard.org  

and for the ACT at www.act.org.  Online payment must be made by credit card.  
 

 Registration must be done by the International Registration Deadline. One cannot register to take the 

SAT and SAT Subject Tests on the same date. 
 

Remember to come prepared for the exams! Bring pencils (#2 or HB), erasers, a calculator, a watch, 

your admission ticket and a recent, valid photo identification.  
 

Test results may be sent to colleges when you register to take the SAT or ACT or later through the 

on-line score reporting services. Test results can be obtained on-line, 14 to 21 days after the exam. 

 

For any questions regarding SAT and ACT registration, contact Test Center Manager 

 Iva Vezina at ivezina@asparis.fr. 

 

English Proficiency Tests 

 

TOEFL:  Register online at www.toefl.org. Testing centers are located in Paris 

 

IELTS: Register online www.ielts.org or the British Council France website. Testing center located 

at the British Council, Paris 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.toefl.org/
http://www.ielts.org/
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HOW AN APPLICANT WILL BE ASSESSED FOR 

ADMISSION TO USA UNIVERSITIES 

 

 

1.  ACADEMIC RECORD 

 All colleges give major importance to the quality of the student's academic  

 record. Students should take the most challenging courses available to them.   

 

2. STANDARDIZED TESTS 

 Standardized tests are important but are evaluated in the total context of a student's  

 school performance. 

 

3. EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 Activities which show strong involvement, or where a student has an unusual aptitude, are 

also advantageous. 

 

4. SCHOOL OR COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Service is highly recommended as colleges are looking for evidence that the student will 

make a contribution to the university community. 

 

5. ESSAYS 

 College essays permit the student to come alive in a way that grades and test scores  

 do not. 

 

6.  COUNSELOR AND TEACHER RECOMMENDATIONS  

 Select your teachers carefully. Teachers must know you well. 

 

          7.  INDIVIDUAL FACTORS   

 There are individual factors that can play a role in college acceptance such as   

                  unusual talents or achievements, alumni affiliation or ethnic background. 

 

8. INDIVIDUAL FLAVOR 

 Equally important to all of the above is evidence that the student, as an individual, 

                will make a contribution to the total college community. They especially credit 

                 individuality, self-reliance, responsibility and a sense of commitment. 

 

9. DEMONSTRATED INTEREST 
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FACTORS IN CHOOSING A COLLEGE 

 

What follows is a list of some of the considerations that should be examined in making a wise 

choice. By reading catalogs published by individual colleges and universities, handbooks and 

directories of colleges, or through conversations with your counselor, college alumni, and 

friends, you can usually get information about all of these considerations. The most important 

factor is to have an idea of who you are and what you are looking for in a college. 

 

COLLEGE TYPE 

 Size  

 Private or Public (State)   

 Single sex or Coed  

 Liberal Arts or Pre-Professional (engineering, nursing, business, etc...)  

 Two or four-year college  

 Diversity of students 

 

LOCATION AND SURROUNDINGS 

 Geographic location - area of country as well as urban, rural or suburban setting 

 Climate   

 Proximity to family or friends 
 

ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT 

 Degree of competitiveness and intensity 

 Availability of professors, student/faculty ratio and role of teaching assistants 

 Degree requirements and majors  

 Availability of Independent study options, internships or exchange programs, and     

opportunities for  research 

 Library facilities 

 Assistance for students with special needs 
 

CAMPUS LIFE 

 Housing and recreational facilities 

 Counseling and career services 

 Fraternities, sororities, clubs or other social organizations 

 Social activities and extra-curricular offerings 

 Security 

 Application of an honor code 

 Athletic programs 
 

EXPENSES 

 Costs: tuition and fees, room/board, books and supplies, travel expenses 

 Financial aid 
 

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 Do an objective appraisal to determine if you are an eligible candidate. 
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RESOURCES FOR SELECTING A COLLEGE 

 

1.  Counselor 

 

2.  College websites, catalogues & viewbooks 

 

3.  College Guidebooks (some of the more popular are listed below)  

 

 4. Visits of college admissions personnel to ASP 

 

 5. College Fair 

  

 6. Summer visits 

   

 7. Alumni contacts 

 

 8. Internet-based resources 

 

         The following is a list of only a few suggested resources which might help you in your search: 

 

 

 l. The Fiske Guide to College - Edward B. Fiske 

     

 2. The Insider's Guide to the Colleges - Staff of the Yale Daily News  

    

 3. The Fiske Guide to Getting Into the Right College - Edward B. 

                             Fiske  

  

4.    Colleges that Change Lives - Lauren Pope  

   Visit: www.ctcl.com   

    

 5. Looking Beyond the Ivy League - Lauren Pope 

     

 6. The College Finder - Steven Antonoff 

      

 7. The International Student’s Guide to Going to College in 

                                      America 

    Sidonia Dalby, Sally Rubestone, Emily Harrison Weir 

  

 8. The Virgin Alternative Guide to British Universities 

 

 9. The Times Good University Guide 

 

 10. The ‘Guardian’ Education/University Guide (www.guardian.co.uk) 

 

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/
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                   11.    Collegeprowler (www.collegeprowler.com) 

 

 12. Noodle www.noodle.com 

 

 13. Maclean’s Guide to Canadian Universities 

 

 14. Directory of Canadian Universities  

 

      

We also recommend: 

 1.      Letting Go: A parent’s guide to understanding the college years.  

      Karen Levin Coburn and Madge Lawrence Treeger 
 

                                2.   College Admissions Together: It takes a family 

    Steven Roy Goodman and Andrea Leiman   
 

http://www.collegeprowler.com/
http://www.noodle.com/
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THE COLLEGE APPLICATION 

 

The Common Application is available online at: www.commonapp.org and is used by hundreds of 

colleges and universities.  

 

Answer ALL questions as accurately as possible.  

 

The essay is probably the single most important item.  See section on "The Essay". 

 

  It is the student's responsibility to see that teachers complete recommendations and  submit     

   them on time. 

 

A credit card should be used to pay the application fee. 

 

  A completed College Application Form must be submitted to the Guidance Office before 

  September 15, for early applicants and by November 15, for regular ones.  

 

  A complete application file will include the following:  

  

  -  Application form  

  -  Personal essay and in some cases supplementary essays  

  -  Application fee  

  -  Art supplement if appropriate 

  -  Counselor and teacher(s) recommendations  

  -  Transcript 

   -  School profile   

  -  Secondary school report for some colleges 

  -  Proof of finances for international students 

  - Standardized Test Scores 

  

In most cases, unless the college specifies otherwise, the student is responsible for    submitting the 

application form, fee, personal essay, additional materials (resume, art    supplements, financial  

statement etc. The Guidance Office will either mail the secondary   school report, recommendations, 

transcript and profile or submit them electronically. 

   

  Students are responsible for ensuring that SAT, ACT, TOEFL and IELTS scores are officially 

reported to the colleges.  

 

A sample Transcript Request Form follows.  ALL FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ON THE US 

WEBSITE UNDER College Counseling/ APPLICATION ESSENTIALS FOR SENIORS. 

http://www.commonapp.org/
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This  Form Mus t  Be  Turned Into The  Guidance  Office :   

Early  Appl icants : by September 15  

Reg ular Appl icants : by November 15  

It must be filled out for each college which does not allow for ASP documents to 

be submitted electronically. Please write or print the address of the college on 3 

stickers (copy the address exactly off your application form). As these will be the 

address labels that accompany your application materials, please write very 

clearly and in block capitals.  Do not forget to put att: Office  of Underg raduate  

Admis s ions   
 

 

TRANSCRIPT REQUEST FORM 
 

Date Submitted..................................Application Deadline..................................................  
 

Student’s Name............................................................................................................... ............ 
 

College Name and Address.....................................................................................................  
 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

Electronic Link or Email address…………………………………………………………… 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

Couns elor’s  Recommendat ion? Yes___ No___   (If Yes, you must have completed a Student College Questionnaire)  
 

Teacher’s  Recommendat ion?  Yes___ No____ 

 

Names of Teachers: 
 

1.  ---------------------------------------------------------- 
2.  ---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

TEST SCORES: 
 

Do you want   AP   Yes__     No__ and/or       IB   Yes___ No___ to be included? If so which specific tests? 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………  

 

Please note that only test scores communicated directly by the College Board or ACT are considered official.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ADDITIONAL REQUESTS : 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Parents’ signature_________________________________ 
 

 

Student’s signature________________________        
                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

           I. Cordier/USGO 
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THE ESSAY 

 

The purpose of the college essay is to provide colleges with information not found anywhere 

else in the application folder. While students dread this task, it actually gives them an 

opportunity to "come alive" for the admissions team. It is the only place they can hear a 

student’s voice. An essay that really works will show a student as a person worth listening to. 

 

The essay should be taken very seriously. This does not mean that only serious topics are 

acceptable.  As long as essays are grammatically correct, there is no set style or subject matter.  

If students are able to show imagination, humor, freshness of opinion or perspective, so much 

the better.  

 

While colleges vary in the number of words required, the essay generally should follow 

specified guidelines. Remember that precision, clarity, and brevity are far more impressive than 

wordiness. As Harry Bauld says in On Writing the College Application Essay, « In every good 

essay, the sentences and words are simple, the thinking vivid, the images 

 detailed ».   

 

Students should particularly avoid letting parents, teachers, or other adults interfere with the 

actual writing of the essay. A student's best chance for showing spontaneity and enthusiasm is 

more likely obtained through one's own language and method of expression.  While teachers 

and parents may be consulted for questions of grammar, do not let anyone else write your 

essay!  It must be a reflection of your own responses to the questions asked.  

 

Do not wait until the last minute to begin work.  Remember that you should write at least two 

drafts before your final proofreading.   
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The Essay (continued)  

 

For more detailed advice and assistance on writing the college essay, consult one of the many 

publications on the market, several of which are in the Guidance Office. 

 

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE CURRENT COMMON APP ESSAY PROMPTS FROM 

WHICH TO CHOOSE ONE OPTION (650 word limit): 

 

Some students have a background or story that is so central to their identity that they believe 

their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share 

your story.  

   

The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later success. Recount an incident or 

time when you experienced failure.  How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the 

experience? 

 

Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea.  What prompted you to act? Would 

you make the same decision again? 

 

Describe a problem you‘ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an intellectual          

challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma – anything that is of personal importance, no 

matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to 

identify a solution.  

 

Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal that marked your transition from 

childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family. 

 

**** 

Ellen Reeves, a former ASP teacher and lecturer on how to write a winning college essay, 

advises:  
 

Admissions readers are looking for an interesting person with a real voice who will add to the 

college community. Essays are asking for you to tell a story, one that is sincere, interesting, 

specific and concrete. Be yourself, write about what you care about, and your real passions. The 

point is to express yourself, not someone else. If someone else could have written the essay, 

forget it. Avoid clichés about how hard it was moving to France or how attending an 

international school has made you aware of diversity or how you learned about leadership 

from heading a team or organization. Use the five senses, tell stories, create characters, and 

evoke places and moments. 

 

STUDENTS APPLYING TO THE UK WILL HAVE TO SUBMIT A PERSONAL 

STATEMENT.  Refer to this link on UCAS for helpful information: 

 

https://www.ucas.com//ucas/undergraduate/apply-track/writing-personal-statement 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-track/writing-personal-statement
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FINANCIAL AID 

  

As Christmas and the New Year approach, it will be time for those students who plan to apply 

for FINANCIAL AID to begin the sizable task of gathering information and completing the 

application. A separate form, usually supplied by the universities, or available from The 

College Board, entitled "Foreign Student Financial Aid Application" is designed for non-

American students who are applying for financial aid at colleges and universities in the United 

States. American citizens, however, will complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid) and, if requested to do so by the universities to which they are applying, the CSS 

Profile, provided by the Collegeboard. All students applying for financial aid must complete 

the FAFSA, which determines entitlement to federal funds. The CSS Profile, on the other hand,   

is used by many colleges, universities and scholarship programs to award their own private 

funds. These institutions and programs combine the Profile and FAFSA information to make 

their decisions. In addition, the FAFSA is processed free of charge while there is a fee 

associated with the Profile. 

 

Instructions for completing both the FAFSA and the Profile accompany the applications. 

Although it is a time consuming task gathering all the necessary information, the process is 

relatively straightforward. In addition, there are Financial Aid Administrators or Advisors at 

each college to help answer any of your specific questions. 

 

After approximately four to six weeks you will receive a SAR (Student Aid Report), which will 

indicate your eligibility for a federal Pell Grant by means of a Student Aid Index. The federal 

grant, however, is for extremely needy families, and ineligibility to qualify does not mean that 

you are not entitled to college funds. This will be determined when your Profile form has been 

processed by the CSS. You will thus receive an Acknowledgment, which will list the colleges 

and programs to which a Family Contribution Report has been sent estimating how much a 

student's family should be able to contribute toward his or her education. If admitted to the 

college and deemed eligible for financial aid, a financial aid offer will be made. 
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There are basically only two kinds of Financial Aid: 
 

1.  NEED-BASED FINANCIAL AID: 

 

Such a package typically includes some kind of grant, federal loan, and work-study program. 

Almost all financial aid includes a combination of the three elements. Students should keep in 

mind that they are never awarded a total sum of money larger than the established cost of 

attending a university. Money received from other sources is deducted from government based 

financial aid awards. 

 

LOANS:  

Loans must be repaid. Generally, students must begin paying back loans six to nine months 

after completing college.  

 

SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS:  

Neither has to be repaid. They are given for academic excellence, for academic achievement, or 

in some cases as part of a need-based financial aid award (Pell Grants). 

 

WORK-STUDY PROGRAMS: 

This gives the student an opportunity to earn money through programs, which involve 10-20 

hours of work per week on the campus. 

 

2.  NON-NEED BASED or Merit FINANCIAL AID: 

 

Many colleges offer non need-based scholarships that are independent of the parents' income. 

These range from token awards to the total cost of attending the college. Students wishing to 

apply for university-based scholarships must request them from the specific university 

involved. 

 

CAUTION:  Some colleges or universities may make promises of financial assistance they 

cannot fulfill. Ask for specifics. Request terms in writing. 

 

There are also innumerable private scholarships offered by businesses, organizations,  

churches and a wide range of other groups which specify their own qualifying criteria. 
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Students should know that many young people obtain extensive aid and financial assistance by 

serving in one of the armed services - Reserve Officers Training Corps units (R.O.T.C.). 

R.O.T.C. recruits receive payment of their tuition, fees, books, as well as a monthly subsistence 

allowance.  

 

Money is available from thousands of private student aid programs in the U.S. Finding this aid 

is not always easy but is worth the effort.  

 

Students with limited finances should also consider state schools or community colleges where 

tuition is much lower than at private institutions. However, keep in mind that there are private 

schools for highly qualified candidates, which are willing to provide financial assistance so that 

attendance at their school does not cost more than it would at a public institution.  

 

Most of the above applies to U.S. citizens. The non-American student should be aware that 

financial aid is limited. In some cases, the non-American student, unusually talented in an 

academic area or athletics may find a college willing to offer them financial aid. The student 

must complete the Foreign Student Financial Aid Form and see that it is sent to the appropriate 

school. Non-American students may find that there are scholarships and other sources of 

financial aid available in their own countries, which may also be used for study in the United 

States. 
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THE INTERVIEW 

 

 

There are basically two kinds of interviews: those held at the college, conducted by college 

admissions directors, and those held in Paris, conducted by alumni. In either case, the purpose 

of the interview is to give the interviewer an idea of the candidate's suitability for the college 

and also to supply information to the candidate, which may not be available in the college 

viewbook. 

 

Typically the interview lasts thirty minutes to an hour. They are generally informal, and 

students should try to be as relaxed and honest as possible. There are no demands as to dress. 

Simply wear clothing that is clean and comfortable for you, but not too casual, so as not to 

leave the impression that you don't care. 

 

The interviewer might want information about your academic record, test scores, school 

activities and hobbies. Accentuate your most memorable qualities. Although you should not try 

to be someone you're not, make an effort to stand out from the crowd; selective colleges need a 

reason to accept you. Remember to have questions to ask as well. Don't feel inhibited about 

asking for information. Of course, do not ask naive questions or request information that is 

easily found in the college catalogue.  

 

Should everybody have an interview? The interview can be a definite asset to those students 

who are reasonably open, articulate and comfortable with adults. If you are excessively shy, 

self-conscious, relatively non-verbal and uncomfortable in an interview situation, an interview 

is not advised. In all cases, remember that the results of the interview will not likely prevent 

you from being accepted; it may, however, improve your chances. 

 

It should be noted that some colleges are no longer granting interviews but will request that 

students attend an information session and guided tour of the campus. 
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The Interview (continued) 

 

There are four types of interviews: 

 

- On-campus one-to one. 

 

- On-campus group tour and informational session. 

 

- Off-campus alumni interview. 

 

- College representative visiting your school and talks to you there. 

 

To Do: 

Research the college. Be aware of admission requirements, programs of study, scholarship 

information. Be prepared to state why you are interested in this particular school.  

 

Prepare sample questions to ask the interviewer which should be original and genuine and not ones 

you think the interviewer wants you to ask. Examples to get you thinking : 

- What is the college’s greatest asset? 

- What needs to be improved? 

- How would you describe the student body? 

 

Know your areas of strength and interest. Be prepared to talk about your activities. Be aware of 

current events, especially in France. 

 

Be conversant and ask questions. Think of this as a conversation. 

 

Don’t forget to smile and relax. Be genuine and honest. Take time to write a short thank you note. 

 

Not To Do:  
 

Tell the interviewer what you think he or she wants to hear and not what you think. 
 

Sound like you are reading a script. Preparation is good but parroting answers is bad. 
 

Give short or confusing answers. Avoid yes/no answers; don’t ramble on, detailing every event of 

your life.  
 

Fidget. 
 

Arrive late. 
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VISITING COLLEGES 

 

- Plan the trip. Do not try and visit more than two colleges in one day.  

 

- Call ahead to schedule an information session, a guided tour and an interview when 

appropriate. In some cases you may want to try and attend a class. 

 

-  If you are interested in a particular program of study, make an appointment to speak to a 

professor in that department. If you are an athlete, talk with the coach. 

 

- Take time to talk to students on campus. 

 

- Prepare for the visit. Spend time on the web-site. Be familiar with programs of study and the 

lifestyle of the school. 

 

- After your visit, take time to note your impressions and reactions. You may want to think 

about some of the following: 

 

o Impressions of the student body in terms of appearance, degree of enthusiasm, 

diversity. 

o Appearance of the campus and distinctive features. 

o State of the facilities, including dorms and athletic facilities.  

o Social life. Weekend activities. Role of fraternities and sororities. School-sponsored 

speakers and entertainment. 

o Reputation of faculty among students. Availability of professors and classes. 

o Interest in learning and intellectual climate. 

o Support features such as tutors, advisors, counselors. 

o Study abroad and internship options. 

o What students like and dislike about the college. 

o International students may want to note what arrangements are made during holidays 

when school is closed. 
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APPLYING TO NON-AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES 

 

 

Canada 
 

Canadian universities, although less costly, are very similar in organization, curriculum and 

degree requirements to American ones. Students are expected to have a well-rounded academic 

foundation and at least four years of high school study. In certain cases, a 13th year is an advantage 

as is an IB Diploma or AP courses. Generally, the SAT and SAT Subject Tests or the ACT are 

required for students not completing an IB Diploma. A TOEFL or IELTS is often needed for 

international students particularly if they have not been in an English speaking school for at least 

five years. 

 

Most universities in Canada have a somewhat later application closing date than do colleges of 

a similar competitive level in the U.S.A. This is also true of notification of acceptances. 

Students should also be alerted to the fact that Ontario colleges use a standard on-line 

application, which is processed by an application center.  

 

Students should consult the October editions of Macleans magazines, which do a thorough 

review of Canadian universities (www.macleans.ca). Also, do not hesitate to make use of the 

Canadian Embassy as a useful resource. 

 

 

United Kingdom 
 

Students applying to universities in the U.K. should know that most applications must be made 

through the UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service) clearing house. One can 

apply to a maximum of five universities on UCAS. Students should first consult the UCAS 

web site to determine which universities offer their major subject and what scores are necessary 

on the AP or IB Diploma exams. Students may also submit additional credentials, such as SAT, 

ACT, IELTS and others.   

http://www.macleans/
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APPLYING TO NON-AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES (continued)  

 

Oxford and Cambridge will require additional information, which may include oral and written 

exams as well as an interview, all of which take place at the university. 

 

By March, most universities send out conditional acceptances (or rejections) of candidates, 

specifying the grades that must be obtained on the spring IB or AP examinations, or other 

credentials, including GPA. Conditional offers are based on all of the information supplied on 

the UCAS application as well as teacher predictions for IB and AP examination results.  

 

Unlike American colleges where most students enter a Liberal Arts or general program for the 

first two years, students in the U.K. study in a particular field of major. A Bachelor’s Degree 

may be obtained in three years or in some cases four.  

 

Application deadlines in the U.K. range from October 15 for Oxford and Cambridge to January 

15 for most other universities. Students must notify universities of their final choice by July 1. 

 

France 

 

The IB Diploma and, in some cases, AP  Examinations are accepted for admittance to French 

universities. As in the U.K., students must register in February for a particular "faculty" that 

offers the major which interests them. 

 

There are 14 or more branches of the University of Paris and a student's choice of major will 

determine where he or she applies. Students should consult les dossiers de l'ONISEP (Office 

National d’Information sur les Enseignements et les Professions) for complete information 

about French universities ( www.onisep.fr) . Another useful source of information is Le Centre 

d'Information et de Documentation de la Jeunesse - 101, Quai Branly- 75015 Paris 

Tel. 01.45.66.40.20 / 01.45.67.35.85 - Metro: Bir Hakeim. 

http://www.onisep.fr/
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STUDENT VISA INFORMATION 

 

All non-American students applying to universities and colleges in the U.S. must follow the 

same application process and respect the same deadlines as American applicants.  

 

In addition, the following are required: 

 

l.  Proof of Funds: 

 

2.  I-20 Form: 

The university, after accepting a candidate, will issue an I-20 Form. 

 

3.  A Student Visa:  

A student visa will be issued to the student by the American Embassy  

    upon receipt of the I-20 Form. 

 

International students should apply for a visa as soon as possible after admissions decisions 

have been received and their choice has been made. 

 

For further information about visa requirements for  

study  in Canada, please see: 

 

http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca//france/study-

etudie/index.aspx?lang=eng&menu_id=36&menu=L 

 

 

And for information about student visas for the United Kingdom, please see: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/france/study-etudie/index.aspx?lang=eng&menu_id=36&menu=L
http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/france/study-etudie/index.aspx?lang=eng&menu_id=36&menu=L
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa


                                                                                                        26 

   

GLOSSARY OF COLLEGE TERMS 

 

AP Exams 
 

Advanced Placement Tests, given in specific subjects each May. High scores could earn 

advanced standing in college, with or without college credit. Each college or university (and 

sometimes individual departments within the college or university) will set its own standards 

for accepting AP scores. Check the catalog of each college to which you are applying. 

 

Accreditation 
 

Regional, state, or national agencies certify that the institution has met certain standards. ASP 

is accredited by the Middle States Association and ECIS. 

 

ACT Assessment   
 

A standardized examination, offered by the American College Testing Program, required for 

admission to some U.S. colleges. The three-hour test measures general educational 

development in English, math, social studies reading, and science reasoning. 

 

Associate Degree 
 

The degree awarded upon successful completion of a two-year program usually offered at two-

year junior community colleges. 

 

Bachelor's degree 
 

The degree awarded upon successful completion of an undergraduate college or university 

program that normally takes four years of full-time study. 

 

Calendar Plan 
 

This describes the number and length of terms per year: semester (two terms), and various 

other plans such as "4-1-4" (a 4 month term, followed by a 1 month term, followed by a final 4 

month term). 

 

CEEB - College Entrance Examination Board.  
 

Also referred to as College Board. 
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C.W.S.P. - College Work Study Program 

Provides jobs for students with financial need who must earn part of their educational 

expenses. Foreign students should check U.S. visa regulations before assuming that this is 

available to them. New U.S. visa rules may allow foreign students to take advantage of work 

options both on and off campus. 

 

College  

The post secondary school institution where most high school students complete their first four 

years of college culminating in a B.A. or B.S. degree. In the US, this can be equated with 

university. 

 

Consortium  

A group of institutions which have joint educational programs and which have joined together 

to promote their institutions. 

 

Credit Hours  

A unit of measurement usually awarded on the basis of one credit per hour of class per week. A 

course worth three credits will generally meet three hours a week, hence the term, three credit 

hours. 

 

Deferred Admission  

Some colleges allow the student to defer entrance for up to one academic year in order to 

pursue other interests but not enter another college or university program. Each college or 

university makes its own rules on this but those who have deferred entrance programs usually 

grant permission for a student to travel, work, do volunteer service, or special study 

opportunities not usually offered by the college (overseas language or cultural studies, for 

example).  

 

Early Admission 
 

Early Decision (E.D.) A plan under which a student applies to the college of his/her first 

choice early in the fall, usually by November 1 or 15 of the senior year. The student agrees by a 

binding contract to enter that college if offered admission. Students are usually notified of 

decisions in mid-December. If not admitted under the E.D. plan, a student is often reconsidered 

for admission later in the year during Regular Decision and is released from the binding 

contract. Early decision applicants are generally judged on the basis of their grades and test 

scores earned through the end of the junior year. 

 

Early Action (E.A.) This application plan follows essentially the same calendar of application 

and notification as Early Decision but does not include the binding contract. That is, the college 

allows the accepted candidates until May 1 to accept or decline the offer of admission. Under 

some E.A. plans, applicants can be denied outright and not automatically deferred. 

 

E.T.S. - Education Testing Service 

The center is Princeton, NJ, which handles all of the registration, and score reports for the 

College Board Tests. 

 



28 

Family Contribution 

The amount that you and your family should reasonably be able to contribute to the cost of your 

college education. This is determined by such factors as your parents' income, assets, and debts; 

your earnings and savings; and the number of children in your family currently in college. 

 

Financial need 

The difference between the cost of education at a college and the student's expected family 

contribution. 

 

Grade point average (GPA)  

A system of evaluating overall student achievement. Most institutions use a 4 point scale where 

A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1, and F=0. ASP uses a 5-point scale. 

 

Graduate and Professional Schools 

Refers to schools offering Master's and Doctorate's degrees, and to such schools as law, 

medicine, etc. In the U.S.A., students must complete four years of undergraduate work in a 

college before attending graduate schools. 

 

Grant 

Is a financial award, also known as scholarship, which does not have to be repaid. 

 

Individualized major 

A program that allows students to design their field of specialization based on individual 

interests. 

 

International Baccalaureate  

A two-year program requiring acceptable grades on externally designed exams in six subjects. 

Successful candidates are awarded the IB  Diploma recognized by universities all over the 

world and highly regarded in the U.S.A. 

 

Internship 

An employment opportunity usually in an area related to academic or career interests that 

students may pursue either on or off campus. Some internships are paid positions, but most are 

opportunities for students to gain valuable experience as unpaid volunteers. 

 

Liberal arts 

Academic work in the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences, as opposed to technical 

or professional subjects such as engineering or business. Most high school graduates enter 

liberal arts programs in the United States. 

 

 

Major  

A student's area of specialization. Generally, major course requirements take up one-third of a 

student's undergraduate program and are combined with other general education requirements 

and electives. 
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Matriculate 

To enroll in a program which leads to a degree.    

 

Profile 

This is the College Scholarship Service customized form for specific colleges and universities, 

which gathers information about an applicant's family income, assets, expenses and liabilities. 

 

Proprietary School 

A private trade, technical, business or nursing school which offers programs, usually shorter in 

duration and more job-oriented, than those given by two or four year colleges. 

 

PSAT/NMSQT 

The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test and the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

The Selection Index Score from the NMSQT is used to determine those students who will be 

named semi-finalists in the competition for National Merit Scholarships and those who will 

receive Letters of Commendation from the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. This 

scholarship is only available to U.S. citizens. 

 

Public, Private, Church-Related, State-Related 

Refers to the "control" of the institution. "Public" means government owned, usually by the 

state or county. Tuition is usually different for residents and non-residents. "Private" means not 

government owned. "Church-Related means that the institution may have a close relationship 

with the denomination specified, but often such a religious affiliation is more relevant to the 

institution's background than to its current program. "State Related" refers to a private 

institution that has different in-state and out-of-state tuition rates. 

 

Quarter 

A unit measuring the academic year. Under this system, there are four quarters, or terms, each 

year. 

 

Resident  

Usually U.S. citizens who are legal residents of the state in which a college is located. The term 

"permanent resident" refers to U.S. green card holders. 

 

Rolling Admissions 

Applications are considered as soon as all required materials (application form, fees, transcript, 

recommendations, test scores) are received by the college. Students are notified as soon as the 

decisions are made. 

 

Room and Board 

Fees that cover room and meal expenses. 

 

SAT  

A Scholastic Assessment Test, offered by the College Board through the Educational Testing 

Service, required for admission to many U.S. colleges which consists of critical reading, math 

and writing tests, scored on 200-800 scale. 
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SAT Subject Tests 

Achievement tests offered by the Educational Testing Service for the College Board. The one-

hour multiple-choice examinations are designed to measure a student's knowledge of a specific 

subject, such as history, math, or a foreign language. Not all colleges require the Subject Tests, 

but those that do usually require either two or three.     

Semester  

One half of the academic year. Under the semester system, there are two terms in each nine-

month academic year. 
 

Social Security Number 

Identification number assigned to American citizens by the U.S. government. Universities may 

assign a similar number to be used as a university identification number. Non-Americans who 

are intending to study in the US should apply for a number at the U.S. Consulate in Paris. 

 

Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)  

This examination is designed to measure a student's English language proficiency. 

 

Transcript 

A copy of your academic record showing: subjects taken, grades earned and standardized 

examination results.   

      

Tuition  

The fees that cover academic expenses. 

 

Two-year, Four-year, and Graduate 

"Two-year" usually refers to junior or community colleges with first and second year programs 

designed to provide credit for transfer to a 4-year college or to culminate in an associate degree. 

A few 2-year colleges offer third and fourth year programs leading to a Bachelor's degree. 

"Four-Year" refers to institutions, which offer bachelor's degrees. Graduate refers to a post-

Bachelor's program leading to a Master's or Ph.D. degree. 

 

Undergraduate 

A bachelor's or associate degree candidate. Once students have earned a bachelor's degree, they 

are eligible for entry to graduate programs at the master's and doctoral levels. 

 

University 

The name applied to a group of educational institutions generally including a college, graduate 

and professional schools, law school, medical school and others. 

 

College Waiting list 

Is a list of students who were not initially accepted by a college but who may be accepted at a 

later date if space becomes available. 
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It's Time for College  

by: Dave Barry 

 Miami - My son is a senior in high school, which means that pretty soon 

he like millions of other seniors, will have to make a crucial decision, 

the consequences of which will remain with him for the rest of his life: 

Who will be his prom date? 

 

  Also, at some point, he'll probably select a college. In fact, we've 

already gone on several college visits, which are helpful in choosing a 

college because you can get answers to important academic questions 

such as: 

 

• Is there parking? 

• Are all the students required to get body piercings? Or is this 

  optional at the undergraduate level? 

• Is there a bank near my college that you can rob to pay the 

              tuition? 

   

  Visits include an orientation session, wherein you sit in a lecture 

room and a college official tells you impressive statistics about the 

college, including, almost always, how small the classes are. Class       

smallness is considered the ultimate measure of how good a college is. 

Harvard, for example, has zero students per class: The professors just sit 

alone in their classrooms, filing their nails.                      

 

   I noticed, in these orientation sessions, that many of the kids      

seem semi-bored, whereas the parents not only take notes, but also ask 

most of the questions, sometimes indicating that they've mapped out 

their children's entire academic careers all the way through death,        

 

    After the orientation, you go on a campus tour conducted by a     

student who is required to tell you the name of every single building on 

the campus, no matter how many there are ("Over there is the 

Gwendolyn A. Heckonswacker Institute for the Study of Certain Asian 

Mollusks. which we call The Heck"...) 

 

    After a campus tour, the kids have interviews with college 

officials. My son revealed little about what goes on in these interviews. 

My theory is that the officials close the door and say: "Relax. You'll 

spend the majority of college attending parties, playing hacky sack and 

watching' Friends.' The tour is purely for the parents. The guides make up the 

building names as they go along.       

        

   


