
Electives Classes 2017-18 
 

 

 

The Visual Arts: 
Ceramics/Sculpture 
For the first half of this course students learn the basic procedures working and creating with clay.  Students will 
make mainly functional pieces using basic techniques such as pinching, coil–building, and slab building, as well 
as different decorating and glazing approaches. The second half of the semester the focus will be on sculptural 
projects exploring creative 3-D expression using primarily papier-mâché.  

Studio Art – Students develop and acquire artistic skills while exploring different techniques in a wide variety of 
mediums: drawing, painting, printmaking, multi-media design, and bookmaking. Students gain new skills in 
expressing themselves through observation and imagination.  Each semester focuses on a different combination 
of mediums, artistic concepts and themes, such as Street Art, portraits, oil painting, etc.  Students can opt to take 
Studio Art for for one or two semesters. 

Theater:  
Theater Foundations I: This course is offered as an introduction to acting and other theatre performance and 
production elements. Theatre practices are investigated to help students understand that there are many 
definitions to drama and performance. An articulate vocabulary of performance tools will be practically integrated 
into all exploration.  Emphasis is placed on participation, creativity and willingness to take risks while exploring 
ideas collaboratively with others. (semester) 
 
Theater Foundations II: This course is designed to allow students to analyze, interpret and respond creatively 
to the world they live in, using theatre performance and production elements.   Students will work individually and 
collaboratively to: conceive and develop new artistic ideas and work through a deep understanding of how the 
arts convey meaning. Students are exposed to the performances of others to expand their understanding and 
empathy. Study of theatre history and traditions of the theatre is used to inform a deeper understanding of 
performance and practice. Prerequisite: Foundations I or equivalent (semester) 
 
Advanced Theater: Theatre as a creative art form, with the ability to reflect and influence culture. Students will 
be challenged to explore and experiment with contemporary performance ideas.  Focusing on acting process, 
theatre performance and production elements students analyze and interpret both written and live drama, using 
specific criteria and demonstrate an understanding of theatre terminology. Study of theatre history and traditions 
of the theatre is used to develop appropriate criteria of dramatic literature and performance from several periods, 
cultures, and theatrical movements   Students are invited to participate in experiences that will enrich their 
learning by attending ISTA festivals, live performances and/ or by working with practitioners who bring unique 
experiences or skills from their expertise. (semester) 

Music: 
MS Training Band (grades 6-7): This is an exciting choice for students who would like to learn to play a band                     
instrument for the first time. You can be an absolute beginner or someone changing from another instrument.                 
Students are shown how to read music notation, how to play and look after their instrument and how to make                    
music within an ensemble across a range of styles. The program aims to prepare students for joining the MS                   
concert band the following year. Instruments available include: flute, clarinet, saxophone (with clarinet),             
trumpet, French horn, trombone, euphonium (baritone), tuba and percussion instruments. ASP has band             
instruments which are available to rent from the school on an annual basis. (yearlong) 

MS Concert Band (grades 6/7, grade 8): This ensemble is a standard concert wind band for woodwind, brass                  
and percussion instruments. The musical repertoire is chosen to cover a wide range of musical styles including                 
classical, jazz, rock, soundtracks and original compositions. Students learn instrumental technique, team working             
and aural skills as well as basic music theory and related music history. This is a year-long course and concert                    
performances take place at least twice a year, including combined band performances with other grade levels.                
Students must already read music and have played their instrument for a minimum of 1 year. Piano players                  
may join on mallets and percussion. ASP has band instruments which are available to rent from the school on                   
an annual basis. Members of the concert band will also be eligible to audition each year for the European MS                    
Band Festival organized by the Association for Music in International Schools (AMIS). (yearlong) 



 
Vox Populi:  This is an all-comers choir for anyone (both male and female) who wishes to sing. No prior singing 
or music-reading skills necessary. You simply need to be prepared to be a positive and active part of a special 
team that performs a variety of musical styles using the world’s most versatile and portable instrument. There will 
be at least two performing opportunities in one semester, with some repertoire being linked to studies in other 
subjects. Vox Populi members will learn to read music well, sing confidently as a soloist, conduct, improvise, 
understand the history and context of the songs sung, and present a project on a musical topic of their choice. 
As well, students will be continually developing valuable presentation skills of projection, poise, posture, and 
personal confidence. The four C’s of 21st century skills - Communication, Collaboration, Critical Thinking and 
Creativity – are all found in this class. Students taking this class will prepare well for the Middle School select 
choir, and will be eligible to audition for the AMIS International Middle School Honor Choirs. (semester or 
yearlong)  
 
Making Music with GarageBand (grades 7-8):  Modern technology has opened up such amazing possibilities 
for musical expression! This course offers students with widely varied musical backgrounds insight into musical 
creation through hands-on experience composing and arranging their own music using digital audio production 
techniques. The students will use Apple’s GarageBand program on the MS Computer Lab’s MIDI 
keyboard-equipped workstations to explore basic concepts of melody, harmony and rhythm while composing in a 
wide variety of styles. A special emphasis will be placed on creating soundtracks for short films and animation 
projects, including an investigation of the history of music in cinema. (semester) 

Digital Art and Media: 

Digital Art (grades 7-8):  In Digital Art students will use computer technology to create artistic images. In the 
process they will learn computer illustration techniques, image manipulation, digital camera use, and graphic 
design. In addition, they will better understand the principles of design and color theory and know how to apply 
them to your work. (semester) 

Digital Film (grades 7-8): This course is a term elective to explore and develop the unlimited possibilities of 
visual and audio medium. Students’ creative growth and critical sense is enhanced through the production of 
short video clips: documentaries, music video, storytelling or cartoons. Assessment is based on the mastery of 
shooting, capturing, and editing techniques, use of class time, collaboration and self reflection. (semester) 

General: 
Design and Innovation (grades 7-8): What does it mean to design something?  What goes into the design 
process?  In Design and Innovation, we look at problems and formulate and refine their solutions via the 
investigate-plan-implement-reflect design cycle by using both high-tech tools (computers and the internet) and 
low-tech tools (using your hands and good ol' fashioned idea brainstorm).  This semester-long course will 
conclude with a Maker Fair, where students will present their design concept. (semester) 

Debate and Public Speaking—This course will give students a solid foundation for public speaking so that they 
can engage in debate and thoughtfully construct arguments.  Students will hone their skills in this class by 
practicing real debates in class.  In addition, they will be asked to "make their voice count" by engaging in a real 
life project where they try to create change around an important issue within or outside our community. 
(semester) 

21st Century Leadership (grades 7-8): The 21st Century Leadership course will provide students with a 
practical grounding in leadership theory and practice. Students will learn about leadership styles and theories, 
and then build necessary skills to demonstrate leadership in authentic ways.  All students will engage in a project 
where they put their leadership skills to the test. Students will develop 21st Century skills which will serve them 
well in all areas of their personal and academic growth specifically: Collaboration, Communication, Critical 
Thinking and Creativity. (semester) 

Global Citizenship: Global Citizenship is a semester-long course taken by Grade 8 and 7 students. The 
intended learnings for this course are based on Transdisciplinary Skills (such as research and  communication) 
and specifically focus on the ideas of sustainability and taking action. The course includes a service learning 
project that is tied to service clubs in ASP. Major topics include: global citizenship, civic duty and ethics, diversity 
of beliefs, values, and perspectives, global organizations (ex.UN, NGOs) and global citizens (ex. Gandhi), 
contemporary global concerns, and the study of issues specific to France (rights of refugees, the Roma, 
environmental concerns, etc.) (semester) 

Creative Writing: Do you love to invent and write stories? Try your hand at different genres of writing such as 
drama, mystery, fantasy, science fiction, romance and adventure.  



Creative Writing is a semester-long course open to 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. We will explore the basic elements 
of the craft and art of fiction writing, including narration, description, character development, and dialogue. 
Students will experiment with variety of forms of storytelling including short fiction pieces, photo stories, letters, 
biographèmes, and scriptwriting. Through peer and self critiques, students will respond closely to the work of 
fellow writers in a supportive workshop atmosphere. We will also explore opportunities to post work and 
exchange comments in an online forum.  
 



 
Elective Selection: 7- 8th Grade 

Please use the following form to select your elective classes.  We will do our best to place you in your top 
choices.  Not all electives listed below will be offered during the 2017-18 school year.  The offerings will be 
based on whether there is sufficient student interest. Please refer to the course descriptions for further 
information.  

 

Name: ___________________________________ Grade: 7th      8th 

Core Arts: You must take at least 2 arts classes during the year in two different categories.  

Music Theater Visual Art Digital Art and 
Media 

Other 

Training Band (Full 
year) 
(For beginning players ) 

Theater Foundations I 
(semester)  

Studio Art (Full 
year or semester) 
 

Digital Art 
(semester) 

Creative Writing 
(semester) 

Concert Band (Full year) 
(Playing for 1 year or 
more ) 
Click here if you will be 
playing and instrument 

Theater  Foundations II  
(semester) previous 
drama experience 
necessary 

Ceramics and 
Sculpture 
(Full year or 
semester) 
 

Digital Film 
(semester) 

Debate and 
Public Speaking 
(semester) 

Vox Populi Choir 
(Please indicate Full 
Year or Semester) 

Advanced Theatre 
(semester)  

  Design and 
Innovation 
(semester) 

Making Music with 
Garageband (semester) 

   21st Century 
Leadership 
(semester) 

    Global 
Citizenship 
(semester) 

Choices: Please put your choices in order.  

Choice Order Class Year/Semester Category 

1    

2    

3    

4    

Alternative Choices: Please choose 2 different classes in case the classes you selected above are not available 
 

Choice Order Class: 

1  

2  

Notes: Is there anything that you need to tell us about your choices that will help us build your schedule more effectively?  

 

 

 

Please submit this form to the Middle School Administrative Assistant - Patricia Connor pconnor@asparis.fr 

Parent Signature __________________________________________ 



ASP Middle School Concert Band  
Instrument questionnaire


Students should complete these questions themselves but parent input is 
recommended. Any music questions should be sent to Mr. Hall: mhall@asparis.fr


	 1.	 What instrumental or vocal experience do you have? *  
This could include private lessons, playing in a group or singing in a choir. 
Mark only one option. 

	 	 Yes, I have played an instrument before

	 	 Yes, I have sung in a choir before

	 	 No, this is my first experience 

	 2.	 If you answered 'YES' above, what instrument(s) have you played before?  
Please only include instruments you have played regularly, not something 
you only tried once. Please include piano or guitar as well. 

	 	 	 My main band instrument is: 
	 I have also played: 

	 3.	 How would you describe your music reading on your band instrument? * 
Be as honest as possible - this is important information for the course. 
Mark only one option.


	 	 I can read some basic notes and rests but not fluently

	 	 I can read many notes, rests and symbols, quite fluently

	 	 I read and understand music very fluently

	 	 I have never read music before

	 

	 4.	 Do you own your own band instrument? *  

Mark only one option.

	 	 Yes, I already own the instrument I need for band

	 	 Yes, I already own a variety of drum sticks and a practice pad

	 	 No, I do not own my own instrument/sticks. Please see below:

	 

5.		 If no above, will you need to rent a school instrument? * 

All ASP instruments are available for a flat rate of €200 per school year. 
Mark only one option.


	 	 Yes, I will need to rent a school instrument

	 	 No, I will soon be buying my own instrument

	 	 No, I am prepared to buy drum sticks and a practice pad (percussion)

	 	 Please contact the ASP Band Director for help or advice.

- Thank you for completing this music questionnaire -



ASP Middle School Training Band  
Instrument choice questionnaire


Students should complete these questions themselves but parent input is 
recommended: Any music questions should be sent to Mr. Hall: mhall@asparis.fr


	 1.	 Have you ever played a musical instrument regularly before this? * 
This could include private lessons, learning in a group or singing in a choir. 
Mark only one option. 

	 	 Yes, I have played an instrument before

	 	 Yes, I have sung in a choir before

	 	 No, this will be my first experience

	 

	 2.	 If you answered 'YES' above, what instrument(s) have you played before?  

Please only include instruments you have played regularly, not something 
you only tried once. 

	 	  
 

	 3.	 Can you read any musical notation already? * 
This is not required at all, however it is useful to know in advance. 
Mark only one option.


	 	 Yes, I can read some basic notes and rests but not fluently

	 	 Yes, I can read many notes, rests and symbols, quite fluently

	 	 Yes, I read and understand music very fluently

	 	 No, I have never read music before

	 

	 	 All of the following instrument choices are for planning only. Before any final 

decisions are made, all students will try 2 - 3 of the instruments and be 
checked for their physical aptitude, size and other factors.


	 4.	 Please select which instrument you would like to learn this year. * 
This is your 1st choice instrument (to be decided during the course). 
Mark only one option.


	 	 Woodwind - flute

	 	 Woodwind - clarinet

	 	 Woodwind - saxophone

	 	 Brass - trumpet

	 	 Brass - trombone

	 	 Brass - euphonium/baritone

	 	 Brass - tuba

	 	 Percussion - mallets & snare drum (not drum kit) 



5.		 Please select which instrument you would like to learn this year. * 
This is your 2nd choice instrument (to be decided during the course). 
Mark only one option.


	 	 Woodwind - flute

	 	 Woodwind - clarinet

	 	 Woodwind - saxophone

	 	 Brass - trumpet

	 	 Brass - trombone

	 	 Brass - euphonium/baritone

	 	 Brass - tuba

	 	 Percussion - mallets & snare drum (not drum kit) 

	 6.	 Please select which instrument you would like to learn this year. * 
This is your 3rd choice instrument (to be decided during the course). 
Mark only one option.


	 	 Woodwind - flute

	 	 Woodwind - clarinet

	 	 Woodwind - saxophone

	 	 Brass - trumpet

	 	 Brass - trombone

	 	 Brass - euphonium/baritone

	 	 Brass - tuba

	 	 Percussion - mallets & snare drum (not drum kit) 

	 7.	 Based on your choices above, will you need to rent a school instrument? * 
All instruments above are available for a flat rate of €200 per school year. 
Mark only one option.


	 	 No, my family owns an instrument already

	 	 No, my family will buy an instrument when my choice is confirmed

	 	 Yes, I will need to rent a school instrument

	 	 Yes, I am prepared to buy drum sticks and a practice pad (percussion)

	 	 Please contact the ASP Band Director for advice before making any 

instrument purchases.


- Thank you for completing this music questionnaire -
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