
Welcome to the Middle School



● Middle School Assistant: Tricia Connor

● Counselor: Anthony Suzzi Valli

● Academic Technology Coordinator: Claude Lord

● IT Director: Larry Love

● Sixth Grade Team: Mary Carley, Karen Lovett, Deborah 
Rahlenbeck, Julie Forbes, and Valerie Jackson

Welcome & Introductions:



Working with the MS Office

 Ms. Patricia Connor, Administrative Assistant 

● Reporting an absence
● Arriving late/leaving early
● Signing in after school
● Communicating transportation changes
● Please call the office, not your child!



Parent Communication
Parent Liaisons- 
Janet Wilding and Andrea Richardson

● MS Weekly newsletter- ASP Email Address
● Comments on Power School
● Report cards (A, B, C grades)
● Counselor (Team Meetings)
● Parent conferences
● Email the teachers



Something to Ponder
"A fear of foolishness keeps us from painting the pictures 
we would like to paint, composing the poems, courting the 
lovers, making the friends, pursuing the jobs, starting the 
businesses. Those who know this, can confront and 
transcend their fear of ridicule, are usually in a strong 
position... Every path breaker has looked foolish, and been 
humiliated, yet society depends on them utterly... Only 
those who are willing to risk looking foolish can invent a 
breakthrough."

  --Farson and Keyes
      Whoever Makes the Most Mistakes Wins



What are the main differences 
between LS and MS? 

Moving Towards Autonomy

● Homeroom teacher ----> subject area teachers.
● Mixed groupings of kids
● Students choose electives
● More freedom and autonomy



● Balance of rigor and challenge, meaningful activities- 
Student-centered learning

● Exposure to the greater community: field trips, 
community service, culture

● Work in teams and and learn empathy and global 
citizenship

● Interdisciplinary learning across subject areas.

● Help students to develop coping, problem-solving skills 
and self-advocacy

Middle School Philosophy



What is the counselor’s role?
My role is to work together with the teachers, parents, and 
administrators to help our students reach their academic, social, and 
personal goals.
● Individual and group counseling
● Oversee Advisory curriculum
● Participate in Team Meetings
● Provide recommendations for outside resources.
● Provide assistance with general Information

How can I contact him?

By phone: 01.41.12.82.68    Email: asuzzivalli@asparis.fr

School Counselor



Creativity and Exploration Novelty-Seeking

Physical + Psychological Changes

      Social Engagement Trial and Error

Emotional Rollercoaster

“Adolescence is not a stage to simply get over, it is a 
stage of life to cultivate well” - Daniel Siegel, Brainstorm, 
Power and Purpose of the Teenage Brain

Adolescence



The New Schedule

8:45-8:55 Advisory

8:55-10:05 A
20 min Break BREAK

10:25-11:35 B
11:35-12:25 LUNCH

12:25-1:35 C
1:35-2:20 FLEX/ ADVISORY

2:20-3:30 D

8 minute check in

Extended flex time





Academic and Social/Emotional Benefits

● 10 min. period Attendance, getting organized, preparing our   
minds/bodies for the school day

● Breaks/Lunch Allow students some downtime
Socialize with peers
Eat healthy snacks
Seek out support from teachers/counselors

● Flex Time Coming together as a community
(Assembly, Advisory,SCORE) Putting our core values into practice

Opportunity to get extra support/complete hw-     
(freeing up time for activities after school)



Advisory
● Central Goal  - to smooth the transition from Lower 

School to Middle School. 

● Develop relationships with advisor and peers

● A safe place to grow together as independent 
learners. 

● Learn academic, social/emotional skills to flourish 
during the adolescent years.



Core Values
In the ASP Middle School we strive to create an environment that promotes happiness 
and well being and believe that academic and social-emotional  growth are always 
possible. We are a committed to creating a community of learners who are: 
● Compassionate
● Connected
● Resilient
● Courageous
● Responsible 
● Open
● Reflective

➢ Reinforced with Assembly
➢ Service learning opportunities



Let’s try an Advisory Activity

1)Without talking, would you please form a 
correct line by:

-  getting into alphabetical order by first 
name.



How do MS Students manage their 
responsibilities? 

● Agenda
● Haiku 
● Students email their teachers with questions. 
● HW Club on Tues/Thurs 3:45 - 5pm
● Cell phone use- our expectations
● Cafeteria cards- making healthy choices



Clubs & Activities
Encourage your child to get involved in sports and 
club opportunities!
● Great way to get to know other students and 

teachers
● Allows students to explore their interests and 

develop interpersonal and other skills
● Students feel a stronger connection to the ASP 

community
Website

http://www.asparis.org/page.cfm?p=1925
http://www.asparis.org/page.cfm?p=1925


     Tools for Learning   Digital Life

          Responsibility    Balance

1:1 Laptop Program



Let’s hear from our students!
● Differences between LS and MS

● How does technology help us to learn?

● What do you enjoy most about being in MS?

● Challenges of MS?

● Advice for our parents



Social 
Studies

Rise and fall of world civilizations between the years   500 – 1500, including:

  China & the Silk Route

Arab-Islamic Civilization

West African Kingdoms

Medieval Europe

The Renaissance
 

Research Presenting Writing Thinking





https://sites.google.com/a/asparis.fr/sophia-s-shortcake/science/6th-grade-science






4 skills 
● SPEAKING
● LISTENING
● READING
● WRITING

4 levels 
● NOVICE 1
● NOVICE 2
● INTERMEDIATE
● FRANCOPHONE

French culture through
● Field trips in Paris: a walk through the Latin Quarter
● Geography: Savoie, French regions
● Local associations: singing the song of Les Restos du Coeur
● Traditions: La Galette des Rois, French food





6th grade ENGLISH/EAL

-Reading
Independent reading 
Class reading 
-Writing 
Personal narratives, essays, individual blogs

- Oral Presentations
- Artistic Projects
- Vocabulary



A 6th grade blog post



A 6th grade blog post



Summer Reading

Summer is a great time to relax and read. 
Research shows well-established connections 
between summer reading and academic success. 



Required novel:

Loser
by Jerry Spinelli

&
at least five other books. 

We have a list of 
suggestions!

Summer Reading: English



Summer Reading: French
recommended

Refer to the French summer reading list to 
find a varied selection of books ranging 
from beginners’ to native speakers’ level.



                        

GRADE 6 MATHEMATICS
Common Core Standards

Instruction will focus on five critical areas:
1. Developing understanding of ratio and rate and linking it to 

whole number multiplication and division, as well as 
problem solving.

2. Strengthening computation skills, especially with regards to 
fractions, multi-digit numbers, and rational numbers (negative 
numbers).

3. Writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations.
4. Solving real world and mathematical problems involving 

area, surface area, and volume.
5. Developing understanding of statistical thinking.



Learning in the Math Class
Learning in the math classroom will take place 

through a variety of different approaches, 

including

● technology

● small group instruction

● project-based activities

● traditional math practice.

Want to find out more? Have a look at “Mrs R’s 
math site” for general class information, 
resources, links, rubrics, assignments, project 
details, and general support. 



A variety of assessment types to enable your sons and daughters to 
demonstrate their knowledge successfully

Assessment

● Traditional tests 

● Quizzes

● Journal posts

● Projects

● Explorations

● Discussion



Getting Ready for Fall
● Open House 
● Parent Coffee in mid-September
● Parent Conferences
● Accessing MS website - “Starting School”
● The orientation process- Ambassadors
● Getting ready for Savoie



  Savoie
  
●Led by Outward Bound Instructors
●Goal: Team Building, help new students connect
●Packing list found on school website
●This Summer – wear in some hiking shoes!      



Thank you!
● Do you have questions for us?


