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Mark’s  
Asked & 
Answered  

This issue of ASPect Magazine arrives in 
ASP family homes in May, the same month 
the school’s re-accreditation is to take 
place. What do you think the visitors from 
CIS and MSA will discover about our school?

MEU: I am certain our accreditation 
visitors will discover a school ready and 
willing for an external review – especially  
as our mantra is “continuous improvement”. 
I am equally certain we will be re-accredited. 
There is reason for optimism. 
First of all, our visitors will experience a 
school that is mission-driven, with daily 
actions and decisions focused on academics 
and holistic learning. We are sharing clear 
evidence that our students are meeting top 
academic standards, delivering our school’s 
promise to offer a rigorous, challenging and 
innovative program. We now have the most 
advanced set of science, technology and 
mathematics courses of any upper school  
in Western Europe. External exam results  
in our Lower, Middle and Upper Schools  
are above comparison schools, with our  
IB exams the highest average of all major 
European schools.
We also have evidence of a college 
acceptance record that is the highest in  
our school’s history with fully 95% of our 
seniors receiving at least one of their  
top three choices to universities around  
the world – including highly selective 
universities.

Our visitors will better understand that ASP 
is home to a deeply committed teaching 
faculty and support staff. Of course academic 
achievement is a product of an exemplary 
teaching performance, where we hold every 
student to the highest standards and 
encourage curiosity and discovery. In fact, 
our visitors will witness a place with the 
strongest possible teacher-student 
relationships that inspire self-confidence, 
self-awareness, pride and responsibility.  
And please understand that while I agree 
with the above, we have solid survey data 
from students and ASP parents that confirms 
the observations and what we want to ensure 
the visiting team understands about us.
The visiting team will also have the chance 
to observe our students in action in the way 
they contribute to the greater good. ASP is  
a place for service learning. We want our 
accreditation guests to understand that we 
self-consciously challenge our students to 
grow as both global citizens and learners. 
Our vision of excellence, outlined within the 
ASP strategic plan, is to cultivate a broader 
global understanding on the part of every 
student and develop a sense of individual 
responsibility that goes beyond one’s own life. 
We want the visiting team to review the 
ASP brand of holistic learning across 
academics, music, arts, athletics, 
experiential learning and leadership 
development. We are reporting that  
ASP students can personalize their ASP 
experience with more than forty 
extracurricular opportunities across the 
Lower, Middle and Upper Schools. It is this 
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Mark’s  
Asked & 
Answered  

spirit of discovery and building of 
collaboration and teamwork skills that help 
define an ASP education. The evidence we 
are sharing confirms that building character 
is a primary aim within our school, driven  
by our core beliefs and the quality of 
relationships that exist as we live the 
day-to-day together at ASP.

You’ve shared some of the content of the 
school’s self-study. What is the single most 
important factor for successful accreditation? 

MEU: The single most important indicator 
for successful re-accreditation is whether the 
school has a disciplined school improvement 
process. This we have. We want our visitors 
to witness our strategic plan in action and 

the progress we’ve made in following the seven 
strategies that define how we must respond 
to future learning needs of our students.  
The world is changing, so must we.  
In our self-study report to CIS and MSA,  
we are sharing both progress and areas  
that require increased attention. Providing 
increased support for learning differences, 
widening foreign language learning 
opportunities and ensuring optimal time  
for the English-as-an-Additional-Language 
program are themes for improvement.  
We will ensure the visiting team reviews  
the three years of work toward renewal  
of our written curriculum and program goals 
for each learning discipline as well. 

With the new campus design process 
nearing completion, how will this fact 
impact ASP’s re-accreditation? 

MEU: Ten years and then again five years 
ago, both CIS and MSA indicated that our 
school facilities provided inadequate 
classroom space, little community space and 
“shabby”(CIS report wording) buildings in 
need of renewal, requiring specific steps and 

timeline for improvement. They indicated 
concern that we did not have enough space 
for more active and collaborative learning. 
Science facilities were also cited as a 
concern, (since remodeled). During the 
accreditation preparatory visit of last spring, 
CIS and MSA made the same observations. 
We are submitting the ASP campus design 
plans for the building permit phase and are 
ready to share the ASP campus of the future. 

Are there any additional thoughts  
you would like to share on this topic?

MEU: Yes, one more observation.  
The preparation of the CIS/MSA  
re-accreditation self-study report is  
a demanding process and it should be, 
considering our work with children.  
It requires discipline, strong teamwork,  
and a considerable amount of introspection 
and genuine willingness to be self-critical. 
Our ASP team – including all teachers, board 
members, administrators and many others 
across our community – has given needed 
introspection and a sincere willingness  
to be self-critical. They worked diligently, 
arm-in-arm to create an honest, constructive 
and forward-thinking set of descriptions  
for the continuous improvement of our  
fine school. These ideas and details plus 
observations from the visiting team will  
now become part of the ASP blueprint  
for the future. 

As ASP community members, please  
review the report using the above URL link. 

Finally, I am deeply appreciative to all who 
have given so much time and effort to help 
us prepare for a successful re-accreditation.

All good wishes,

Mark E. Ulfers 
Head of School
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ASP Campus – preliminary concept
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The ASP Re-Accreditation Self-Study is available for your full review at :  
https://sites.google.com/a/asparis.fr/reaccreditation/home

All good wishes,

Mark E. Ulfers 
Head of School

Richard Spradling 
CIS Chair | Netherlands 
David Botbyl 
MSA Chair | Kuwait 
David Staffrom 
CIS Rep. | Vienna 

Geoff Fisher 
CIS Rep. | Belgium 
Luke Osborne 
CIS Rep. | Switzerland 
Lori Bal | MSA Rep. | Belgium 
Peggy Dorta | MSA Rep. | Italy 

Joanne Reykdal 
MSA Rep. | Spain 
Liliana Gambin 
Team Secretary | Netherlands 
Graham Ranger 
CIS Accreditation Director

The Council of International Schools and Middle States Association  
of Schools and Colleges Visiting Team
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What do you find most unique  
about learning at ASP?
Students and faculty responded to The ASPect’s question with a variety of answers.

ASP Voices 

  
 

Latecia, Grade 1 • I like  
being able to sing in French class.  
It helps me learn French better. 

 
 

Christine, Grade 11 • There’s 
such diversity in the student body 
and the teaching staff. The different 
cultures, backgrounds, points of view 
provide more dynamics in the classroom.

 
 

Wonsuk, Grade 7 • Learning  
at ASP is like being at a university 
because the level is strong and 
challenging, but the teachers are  
very helpful. Also, I like that I can live  
in France and study mostly in English.

 

 
Mr. Englemann, US Teacher  

• The collective international 
dynamics are very engaging;  
the different perspectives stimulate the 
spirit of investigation in the classroom. 

 
 

Mitch, Grade 11 • Teachers 
have a lot of classroom experience  
and really positive attitudes,  
which makes learning an enjoyable 
experience.

 
 

Lauren, Grade 7 • The teachers 
make classroom learning interactive 
with demonstrations and discussions;  
we don’t just study from a book. This 
makes learning much more interesting.

 

 
 

Nathan, Grade 1 • I like my 
teacher and all of the ASP teachers 
seem nice. They smile a lot.

 

 
 

Mr. Titterington, MS Teacher • 
Teachers take time to get to know their 
students on many levels. They’re able 
to target and deliver content and 
communicate in a way that really 
promotes learning.

 

 
 

Jonas, Grade 9 • The 
accessibility of faculty – before and 
after school – is really unique. 
Teachers are always available  
to help students when they need it.
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Yael, Grade 12 • ASP teachers 
encourage us to expand our learning 
and use France as an extended 
classroom. I’ve learned so much by 
actually seeing things or places we’ve 
read about in our textbooks.

 
 

Tobi, Grade 10 former ASP 
student • I find it unique and admire 
the way the teachers have the ability  
to teach one lesson to students  
of so many backgrounds in a  
way that everyone can understand. 

 
 

Katherine, Grade 6 • Our teachers 
bring our class outside when it is a 
sunny day. They know that we can 
learn inside and outside of our classroom. 

 
 

Teddy, Grade 9 • I find  
the teachers supportive and  
non-judgemental and so  
I feel comfortable taking risks  
in the classroom.

 

 
 

Lou, Grade 5 • I think it’s  
unique how we can learn about  
so many different cultures and 
places from each other, and not just 
from a book.

 
 

Michael, father of 3 ASP 
students • Most unique for me is the 
variety of options offered, beyond 
the core curriculum, which enhances 
overall learning and development. 

  
 

Tomer, Grade 10 former ASP 
student • The teachers don’t want 
students to just cram and memorize 
facts for a test; they really want us 
to understand the ideas being taught.

 
 

Ms. Picon, K2 Teacher • The 
students at ASP are happily and 
actively engaged in their learning.  
I find they are very invested, even  
at a young age.

 

 
 

Diya, Grade 6 • The teachers  
really get to know us personally  
and help each student in whatever 
way they might need. They want us  
all to do well.
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ASP by the Numbers
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17th
of May – Get ready for 

International Day! 

82
new recycling bins  

installed throughout  
our ASP campus

100%
of parents agree  

that ASP is a welcoming  
and friendly place  

(source: Endicott Survey)

29
years the LS Singers have  

been visiting nursing homes  
in Saint-Cloud

1st
place awarded  

to ASP girls swim team  
at ISST’s 

13
clubs represented  
at Club Expo 2014 

33
projects supported  

by the Excellence Fund  
so far this school year

179
milkshakes sold at the  

MS milkshake sales in support  
of Jyoti school in India

25, 537
books checked out at ASP 

libraries each year

100, 000
virtual US dollars in each 

account at the start of the MS 
club’s Stock Market Game

3, 000
spring bulbs planted  
on the ASP campus 

0
light bulbs changed in  
ASP washrooms since 

conversion  
to LED last summer

52
universities visited  

ASP this year

247
present for ASP’s  

STEM Family night 

75
parents participating  

in LS & MS  
parenting workshops

270
performer participation  

in this season’s 3D  
vocal and instrumental  

concerts
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T racy Tang remembers her first day  
at ASP in 2012. “I was a little nervous 
to start at a new school, but right 

away, I met Mr. Hubbard who was very kind 
and welcoming. He knew my piano playing 
was the reason I had moved to Paris and 
asked if I would perform at assembly the 
next day. I agreed.” 
As the first notes resounded through  
the PAC, her fellow students would be 
introduced to Tracy’s remarkable talents; 
soon after they began to learn about her 
background and life outside ASP.
Tracy’s mother Hazel, herself a pianist who 
played with the China Symphony Orchestra, 
remembers Tracy had been listening in  
while she gave piano lessons in their home. 

“Then, when Tracy was three, she announced 
to her father and me that she also wanted  
to play piano. We approved, but told her  
that she would need to be serious about 
practicing.” Indeed, her parents were 
impressed by her discipline, but it was only 
when she won an international competition 
at age 9, against much older contestants, 
that they realized that their daughter had  
an extraordinary gift. They moved their 
family from China to Vienna, Austria so that 
Tracy could have access to the high-level 
programs and musicians at the Musik 
Hochschule. The family later moved to Paris 
to be closer to the center of the European 
cultural and music scene. Tracy soon  
began traveling weekly to London’s Royal 
Academy of Music, and then to Brussels  
for lessons with renowned professor and 
pianist Aquiles Delle Vigne.
Winner of numerous international 
competitions, Tracy recently won first prize 
at the 2014 American Protégé International 
Piano and Strings Competition, and was 
invited to perform at New York’s Carnegie 
Hall this April, “something I have always 
dreamed about,” she smiles.
Along with competing in an elite musical 
world, Tracy juggles the demands of her 
“other life,” that of an ASP student.  
“My motto is ‘Work hard in silence, let 
success be your noise.’ It’s not easy, but  
this is what I choose to do. I need to practice 
as much as a piano student in a conservatory, 
while carrying the same workload as my 
peers at ASP. I want to have a non-music 

double major in a top university, and at  
the same time work with a top music school.  
I know that I need to have a good academic 
record from a strong high school to be 
admitted. I’m fortunate because ASP has 
really good teachers and not only are they 
encouraging and understanding of my 
commitment to my music, they are also 
accommodating to my schedule, allowing  
me to satisfy both my academic and  
musical demands.“
Social studies teacher Adam Klempa 
provides insights: “As Tracy’s teacher for  
two years, I’ve been consistently impressed 
not only with her prodigious musical talent, 
but also her dedication to maintaining a high 
level of excellence in her academics.  
It’s important that students be encouraged  
to perform to the best of their abilities 
wherever their passion lies, to emphasize  
the development of the whole child, and  
to accommodate individual learning.  
It’s very rewarding to see a student achieve 
in the way that Tracy has.“
As Tracy continues on her path, she reflects. 
“I am very fortunate. I am in a school  
that is supportive and accommodating.  
My parents have moved around the world 
and done everything so that I can pursue  
the music I love. Now, I’ve been honored with 
the opportunity to play Carnegie Hall. But 
what would make me happier and even more 
honored would be if my music can touch the 
hearts and minds of people around the world.”

ASP Originals

Tracy 
Tang 

Piano Virtuoso 
and Student

I’m fortunate  
because ASP teachers 

are encouraging  
and understanding  
of my commitments  

to my music, and are 
accommodating  

to my schedule, 
allowing me to satisfy 

both my academic  
and musical demands.

Tracy Tang 

Two sides of Tracy Tang:  
ASP student, piano virtuoso

Winner of numerous international competitions, Tracy 
recently won first prize at the 2014 American Protégé 
International Piano and Strings Competition, and was invited 
to perform at New York’s Carnegie hall this April.
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Living our Mission

T he American School of Paris is a vibrant, 
international and family-oriented community.
Our mission is to inspire and prepare every student 

to achieve personal and academic excellence as an engaged, 
global citizen by providing a challenging, innovative 
program within a compassionate environment.
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In each issue  
of The ASPect  

we look at ways  
in which we are  

“Living our Mission.”   
This issue focuses  

on support of teaching  
excellence at ASP.

A key agent in driving the ASP mission to inspire and prepare students to achieve 
excellence is our deeply committed faculty. ASP teachers continuously work to 
expand their subject knowledge, explore 21st-century technologies, discover new 

ways of teaching and share their deep-seated love of learning. The strong connections our 
teachers forge with their students is a hallmark of an ASP education.
Aligned with strategy number five of our strategic plan: ‘We will develop and support faculty, 
administration and staff to continuously improve professional performance and maximize 
student learning,’ ASP’s holistic approach to faculty support includes four primary components: 

Four primary components in support of teaching excellence 

1 Standards Based 
Performance Review

Introduced two years ago, ASP’s 
Professional Growth and Feedback 
Process lays out 13 concrete 
standards for teacher performance, 
grouped into five profession-
defining domains (see chart).  
The standards-based performance 
review model is founded on  
the ASP Mission and driven by  
our core values and beliefs.  
It provides benchmarks and clarity 
in overall teaching expectations 
and allows Directors and their 
faculty to examine together the 
alignment of expectations  
with the mission, and to identify 
professional development goals  
on an individual basis.

Dr. Grant WigginsLiving our Mission

The Five Domains and Thirteen Standards for Teacher Performance

Setting the expectations:
Standards based  

performance review

Setting the framework 
for lesson planning:
Curriculum building support

Expanding and updating  
skills and knowledge:
 Subject-based professional  

 development

Providing technical 
support and guidance:
Technological professional 
development

1 3

2 4

Source:  
National Board  
for Professional  
Teaching Standards
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2 Curriculum Building 
Support

ASP has undertaken to develop and 
implement a rigorous Grade PK-12 
curriculum designed to further academic 
excellence and which is aligned to our 
mission, objectives and beliefs. Carleen 
Helaili, Curriculum Coordinator, explains 
the related development process and faculty 
support: “This year, dedicated Professional 
Development Days for faculty in all three 
ASP divisions featured visiting professor 
Dr. Grant Wiggins, a specialist in 
curriculum design and the science of 
teaching for deep understanding.  
Work with Dr. Wiggins continues via 
monthly visits and is aligned to ASP 
curriculum goals by subject area.” Related 
to this work was Dr. Wiggins’ three-day 
“Understanding/Schooling by Design” 
curriculum conference hosted by ASP in 
January, which drew educators from across 
Europe in a forum for learning.

3 Subject-based  
Professional Development 

Domain 5 of the Standards-Based 
Performance Review Model (see chart) 
holds that “teachers are part of learning 
communities.” Teachers continuously seek 
and share learning and then act on what 
they learn, enhancing their effectiveness as 
professionals to the benefit of students. 

To support teacher learning and the 
mastery of 21st century skills, ASP  
provides access to training in a variety  
of forums, including:

On-site learning
ASP periodically invites prominent 
educational experts to campus to provide 
professional learning for faculty in all 
subjects. This year there has been a 
particular focus on developing STEM 
standards and integrating content and 
pedagogy in the classroom. In this regard, 
ASP faculty welcomed leading USA math 
and science educational specialists as well 
as the NASA Endeavor Science Teacher 
Certificate Program team. In March,  
ASP also hosted a STEM conference led  
by the NASA team, and which was open to 
faculty from all English Language School 
Association (ELSA) member schools, 
allowing for an exchange of practices 
amongst STEM subject educators.

External seminars and training
ASP endorses external faculty learning 
programs which support the school’s 
mission and strategic plan or which address 
identified individual opportunities to 
expand and update subject knowledge base. 
And, in targeting, developing, and 
implementing critical partnerships beyond 
the borders of ASP, the school aims to 
expand opportunities for intensive 
professional learning from subject experts, 
and provide opportunities to exchange 
ideas and best practices with faculty from 
other international schools. Amongst the 
professional associations ASP faculty  
has engaged with for professional learning: 
ELSA, the International Baccalaureat 
Organization, ELMLE (the European League 
for Middle Level Education), and PTC  
(the Principals’s Training Center) in the US. 

4 Technological Professional 
Development

Certainly technology plays a central role  
in any discussion of 21st century teaching 
skills. ASP houses the “iSpace,” a dedicated 
on-campus technology-centered learning 
space.  As coordinator Tom Mott explains: 
“There are many aspects to the support 
provided by the iSpace. We offer expertise 
to assist faculty in defining appropriate 
technology implementation in their 
curriculum, we host IT trainings by outside 
experts, and we offer our own learning 
sessions for faculty to facilitate their use  
of our internal IT programs and equipment. 
Teachers know they can also come to us at 
any time for an answer to their technology 
concerns, and virtually all ASP faculty make 
use of iSpace for various aspects of their 
technological professional development.”
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The NASA team and ELSA representative (right) with MS teacher Fay Hutchinson

iSpace Coordinator Tom Mott in the iSpace

Math Consultant Carrie Zielinski and  
LS Teacher Lindsey Rutherford
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Mission and 
Improvement 
Objectives
There is an extremely high level 
of satisfaction throughout all 
constituencies reflecting the 
work done over the last several 
years to clearly articulate our 
mission and to align our 
planning and decision-making  
to the mission. There is also  
an overall sense that the 
mission is clearly understood 
and supported by the ASP 
community.  Finally, the survey 
showed that our marketing 
reflects, with integrity, who  
we are, what we believe in and 
what we provide. One area  
to reflect upon is how we  
might further incorporate 
internationalism within our 
formal curriculum.

Teaching & Learning
Overall a high level of 
satisfaction in most of the 
teaching and learning 
categories particularly from the 
parents and Board perspective. 
There is a sense that the 
curriculum is very much 
aligned with our mission, that 
parents are very pleased with 
the degree to which the 
curriculum meets their child’s 
needs and that the program 
develops critical thinking skills 
in their child. Parents also feel 
comfortable talking with 
teachers about their child.  
Students report that they feel 
challenged in their classes and 
that they know what is expected 
of them. Opportunities for 
growth come principally from 
students in areas that would 
indicate a need to take into 
account individual learning 
styles and the desire for more 
variety in teaching methods. 
Students also report a desire  
to incorporate local language 
and culture into their learning  
to a greater degree.  Students 
have also reported a lower 
rating in opportunities to 
assess their own learning.

Governance  
& Leadership
A consistently high level  
of satisfaction throughout all 
categories and contingencies 
highlighting a confidence in  
the integrity of the governing 
body and leadership of the 
school.  There is a clear sense 
that there is a strong and 
effective relationship between 
the Board and Head of School 
and that there is consensus 
around the strategic direction 
the school is following.  
Additionally, the survey shows 
that people feel that the 
school’s finances are well 
managed and that the school is 
in a healthy financial position.
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Plan to Action

During the month of October 2013, in cooperation with 
the Endicott Research Center (MA), a satisfaction survey 

was conducted across American School of Paris constituencies 
including students, faculty and staff, parents and board 
members. A total of 822 surveys were completed and submitted 
representing a combined response rate of 60%.  
This issue of The ASPect’s Plan to Action provides a summary 
of the major strengths and areas for improvement as indicated 
by the survey data.

In each issue of  
the ASPect we  
will bring you  
highlights from the progress 
that’s  
been made in specific areas 
of the  
school’s Continuous 
Improvement Plan.  
This is where  
you can follow the evolution 
of ASP  
– from plan to action.

Re-Accreditation 

Theme Theme Theme

What  
Have We 
Learned  

From  
Our ASP 

Community
Narrative  
of Overall 

Endicott 
Survey 
Results
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Faculty & Support
A high level of satisfaction 
within all constituencies in  
the quality of teaching at ASP.  
There is a clear belief that 
teachers are qualified and 
knowledgeable in their subject 
areas and that there is a strong, 
positive working relationship 
between students and teachers 
as well as a strong sense of 
collegiality within the teaching 
community.  Teachers report 
having adequate resources  
to do their job well and have 
access to professional 
development opportunities. 
The survey shows an 
opportunity for growth in 
furthering the efforts to provide 
consistent and fair feedback  
to faculty.

Access to Teaching  
& Learning
This section of the survey 
highlighted some gaps in 
ratings between contingencies.  
For instance, parents report  
a much higher level of 
satisfaction with support given 
to students with special 
learning needs and for EAL 
students than the faculty.  
The survey clearly indicates 
that, from a faculty perspective, 
opportunity for growth lies  
in identifying students with 
learning challenges early on, 
providing better support for 
teachers who teach these 
students and offer more 
training to teachers on how  
to best serve these students. 
Another gap lies in how parents 
and staff report on the issue  
of comfort level for students  
in speaking with guidance 
counselors reporting a much 
higher level of satisfaction  
than the students.

Culture  
& Partnership  
for Learning
A consistently high level of 
satisfaction with the positive 
school climate and school wide 
partnership that exists at ASP. 
The school is seen as a friendly, 
welcoming one that honors and 
respects cultural diversity.  
There is a high degree of 
respect between teachers and 
students. Students report a 
lower rating in both respect 
they feel exists between one 
another and the extent to which 
they feel they can express their 
opinion about how the school 
operates. However, the ASP 
student rating is higher than 
the worldwide benchmark.

Operational Systems
A very high level of satisfaction 
from the Board and parents 
through all categories in this 
section with the exception that 
parents reported a lower level  
of satisfaction with the 
nutritional value of the food 
that the school provides. Staff 
reported concerns about the 
physical plant, in particular 
classroom size, storage space 
and internet reliability. Students 
reported opportunities for 
improvement in the overall 
quality of food served in the 
cafeteria. The school’s financial 
situation, health and safety, 
emergency preparedness and 
security all receive high ratings.



In the multi-cultural student body  
of ASP, there are many students  
who do not speak English as their 

mother tongue or home language.  
ASP has developed a comprehensive 
program for English language education 
dedicated to meeting the individual  
needs of Grade 1 to Grade 8 English as  
an Additional Language (EAL) learners. 
Troy Titterington, ASP’s EAL Program 
Coordinator, answers questions about  
the program and advises that while small 
language steps can be achieved quickly,  
the complete process takes several  
years and cannot be rushed.

 What is the purpose of the EAL Program  
at ASP?

Our objective is to support English 
language learning while valuing home 
culture and native language development.

how does ASP assess English  
language proficiency?

Our assessment has at least three parts:  
the student’s school transcript, the student’s 
English language ‘history’, and the results  
of the student’s LAS Test (Language 
Assessment Systems Test of English.) 

how is a student placed into the EAL 
Program?

Each child is tested and then placed into  
the EAL Program according to his or her 
level of English language proficiency in 
reading, writing, listening and speaking.

how does ASP support English language 
development?

Each of our EAL students receive 
differentiated support based on his or her 
level of English language proficiency within 
an immersive and inclusive environment.  

The EAL teachers’ aim is to teach  
just beyond each student’s current 
English language proficiency level. 

how big are EAL classes?

We have eight to fifteen students per  
class, depending on the EAL support needs  
during a particular term.

Where are EAL students taught?

Our EAL classes are taught in dedicated  
EAL classrooms. In addition, EAL teachers 
spend considerable time in the mainstream 
classrooms with our EAL learners. 

how do students exit the EAL Program?

A learner must demonstrate readiness  
by producing examples of class work in 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
which meet specific standards. In  
addition, he or she is expected to show  
high proficiency on standardized tests  
of English language proficiency. 
how long does  
it take to learn English?

Each child will learn at his or her own  
rate. Research shows that  the average  
beginning-level EAL student in an 
immersion program like ASP’s will learn 
social English in three to five years and 
academic English in five to seven years.  
It is a long process, which cannot be rushed!

Teaching  and Learning 

EAL Program
Teaching  

English One 
Step at a Time

Our objective is to support 

English language learning 

while valuing home culture and 

native language development. 
Troy Titterington

Carole Rowlands works with EAL 
students in the EAL classroom

Do
 Encourage your child to make 
friendships with children from 
other countries

 Keep using your mother  
tongue at home in speaking  
and reading 

 Encourage your child to join 
after school activities and have 
English play dates

 Give your child plenty of 
positive praise

 Encourage your child to read

 Remember learning English  
takes time

 Be patient

Don’t
 Criticize every mistake your  
child makes

 Over correct your child’s mistakes

 Overload your child with extra 
homework

 Translate books word for word.  
Focus on the ideas

 Forget that making errors is a natural 
part of the learning process

 Forget to praise your child

 Let your child study all the time;  
they need to play, relax and enjoy their 
family and friendsSupporting your child’s  

English language learning at ASP
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Teaching and Learning 

US Library
A Strong Link to Learning
With the abundance of information, the 
convergence of technology at home and in  
the classroom and ebooks widening their reach 
amongst readers, Librarian Mario Chioini 
shares some insights about the evolving role 
the US library plays in supporting teaching   
 and learning at ASP.

A Strong Link to Learning

 US students gather in ‘The Hub’
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The US library, aka The Hub,  is a vital link in helping students achieve excellence in education in the 21st Century.  We aim at providing them with  the tools necessary to develop their sense of curiosity, take ownership of their learning and better engage with the world.
The library is more than a set physical space. With the right resources, thoughtful integration  of technology, and a strong curriculum, learning can happen anywhere, anytime. The library  can expand beyond its own  walls, into the classroom, and the outside world.

With the adoption of 21st Century skills, the definition of literacy has expanded to include information and trans-literacy skills and has put more emphasis on the role of librarians. We need to teach students how to sift through the overabundance of material to identify the most pertinent, reliable and authoritative information, and guide them through new technologies in their roles as consumers of information and creators of new knowledge.

Team planning and teaching optimizes the students’ experience and we often partner with classroom and GAPS teachers and with the IT Department to create the best learning possible.  The classroom teacher and I will often discuss assignments in advance for which I prepare specific skills workshops or online ‘pathfinders’. This headstart into their information search facilitates student engagement and guides them on the right ‘path to learning’.
The ASP Community has a fair amount of student turnover each year. We make sure all students are ‘on the same page’ regarding basic research skills.  

All students are introduced to or  review information literacy skills in  context through their GAPS class  and other courses.

Last, but certainly not least, we are a home for over 12,000 print books, and a sanctuary for book lovers and for literacy! For now at least, research shows that print is still the preferred method of reading among students. 
No one knows what the library of the future will look like. but there will always be a need for the support and skills a good library (in any form) can provide.

The 
US library,  
aka The hub, 
is a vital link  
in helping 
students 
achieve 
excellence  
in education  
in the 21st 
Century.
Mario  
Chioini
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Top,  
questioning  
by officials

Bottom,  
mandatory Medical Exam  

before admission into the USA

Wholeness  of Education
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Ellis Island Simulation
Arriving in America
ASP’s Grade 7 social studies students recently held 
an “Immigration at Ellis Island” simulation in 
which they each assumed the persona of a specific 
figure from the US immigration wave of early last 
century, and who together represented a range of 
different cultural backgrounds and economic 
situations. Parents also participated in this 
re-enactment, portraying police, inspectors, 
doctors and other forboding figures greeting 
the immigrants-some warmly, others less so. 
Expanding on classroom learning, this simulation 
helped bring the immigration process  
to life for students, and enabled them to better 
understand and appreciate the hopes, dreams 
— and obstacles — faced by immigrants as  
they arrived on American shores.

Inside and outside of the classroom, students at ASP 
embark on a journey of self-discovery to develop 
talents and acquire skills necessary for academic 

and personal success. The ASPect spotlights some of 
the learning experiences that are contributing to this 
rewarding approach to education. 

Above,  
leaving behind everything,  
an immigrant arrives with  

only one small suitcase
Right,  

an immigration officer  
angrily suspects a bribe

Top, 
questioning 
by officials

Arriving in America
Ellis Island Simulation
Arriving in America
ASP’s Grade 7 social studies students recently held 
an “Immigration at Ellis Island” simulation in 
which they each assumed the persona of a specific 
figure from the US immigration wave of early last 
century, and who together represented a range of 

I
and personal success. The ASPect spotlights some of 
the learning experiences that are contributing to this 
rewarding approach to education. 

“Storytelling addresses the  
head through the heart and 
imagination. When you listen  

to a good story deep connections are made 
and kept. It’s all about wrestling meaning 
from life and then applying it to a vibrant, 
changing world.” These words, spoken by 
renowned American storyteller Judith 
Black, ‘set the stage’ for her recent work 
with ASP Grade 8 and 9 students. The aim 
of the MS performance/workshop was 

to listen to a story from the period of the 
Holocaust, and then explore parallels in 
cultural and ethnic strife which reflect 
present day behavior.  Based on this story, 
students searched for clues about how 
people should choose to treat one another 
so that negative inputs – from gossip  
to bullying to discrimination, attack and 
destruction – never again become the norm 
in our society. Says MS teacher Paul Albright: 
“The storyteller’s delivery was very effective 
and appropriate for middle schoolers; the 

subject fit perfectly  
with both our social 
studies class and the 
advisory program.  
The students were very 
engaged and attentive, as 
seen in their faces during 
the presentation and in 

their questions and responses afterwards.” 
One can infer that this was indeed a story 
worth telling.

Storyteller 
Judith Black

Workshop with a Wordsmith 
When Telling Stories Leads to Learning



“T   o invent, you need a good 
imagination and a pile of junk.” 
These ‘’inspiring” words come 

to us from Thomas Edison. Ms. Rutherford’s 
and Mr. Jack’s Grade 4 students recently 
tested his theory in preparing their 
“Invention Convention.” The students, who 
had been studying famous inventions and 
inventors from the 1850s-1950s, connected 
their classroom learning and researching 
skills with impressive results. The students 
chose to become either a researcher and 
assume the persona of a famous inventor 
from the past, or a creator, coming up with 
their own invention, drawing on their 
science unit on simple machines. 
The renowned inventors explained the 
functionality of their inventions to visiting 
parents and other LS students. Amongst 
those ‘present’: Louis Pasteur, The Wright 
Brothers, Alexander Graham Bell, Levi 
Strauss, George Eastman, Henry Ford, and 
even James Naismith – the inventor of the 
basketball. Student inventions were varied 

and impressive, including Speed Pet (a new 
device designed to feed pets), and the Hook 
Crib Mobile (inspired by the needs of the 
young inventor’s even younger sibling). 
While Thomas Edison may have been on 
target in his estimation of the role of 
imagination and junk, our ASP researchers 
and creators deduced from their Invention 
Convention that for impactful results, 
knowledge, skills, and –-persistence must 
also be added to the inventor’s secret formula!

15
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“James Naismith” explains the story 
behind the invention of the basketball

For Your Attention
The Invention Convention!

Left, “Levi Strauss”   shows the inventive features of his original blue jeans
Right, “George Eastman” proudly displays his camera

Grade 9 and 10 Junior Math Club,  
lead by Debra Kelly, meets weekly 
to solve puzzles, work on competition 

problems and think mathematically. 
Recently, six club members participated in 
the annual International Schools Mathematics 
Teachers Foundation competition in 
Geneva, Switzerland. This competition,  
for students with a strong interest in 
mathematics, is in two parts: an individual 
section, and a three-person team based event. 

ASP mathematicians and ambassadors  
were Elizabeth (Hakyung) Shin, Liam Bell, 
James (Jungsoo) Jang, Daniel (Soo Myung) 
Jang, Kelly (Yu Kyung) Park and Anurag 
Vaidya. Elizabeth Shin medalled in the 
individual competition, placing in the  
top 10, out of two hundred and nineteen 
students. ASP’s two teams placed 16th  
and 22nd out of the seventy-three teams 
that travelled from as far away as Cairo  
and Mumbai, allowing students of many 
nationalities to come together and find  
a common language by ‘talking numbers.’

ASP Mathematicians and Ambassadors in Geneva

A thing is a zap  
only if it is large.  
All zaps are green.  
A thing is cool  
if it is green.  
Item A is green. 

What can  
be concluded from 
this information?

An 8-digit number  
is made up of two 1’s,  
two 2’s, two 3’s  
and two 4’s.  
The 1’s are separated  
by 1 digit,  
the 2’s by 2 digits,  
the 3’s by 3 digits and  
the 4’s by 4 digits.

What is the largest 
such number?

Check your answers to these Math 
Competition problems in Room 411!

Junior Math Club Competition
ASP Champs have the Winning Numbers
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In a rare opportunity, 
the students  
visiting CERN view  
the CMS, accessed 
through a special 
underground tunnel. 



Visit to CERN
Bringing 
Particle Physics 
to Life

To complement the classroom 
learnings of their unit on new 
partical physics, Laura Schupack 

recently took a group of her IB HL seniors 
physics students to Switzerland to visit 
CERN – the European Particle Faculty 
Research Center. In a rare opportunity to 
view the innerworkings of this facility, the 
group was allowed to observe both the 
Large Hadron Collider – a twenty-eight 
kilometer circular particle accelerator, and 
the Compressed Muon Solenoid (CMS), 
located eighty meters underground, which 
detects the particles that are created in  
the Large Hadron Collider.
Ms. Schupack notes that for these students, 
“Being able to go so up-close and see 
important equipment they had learned 
about at ASP added a new dimension  
to their studies, and brought the particle 
physics unit to life.” 

Students were awed at what they saw – 
some quotes heard on the train ride home: 

“I first heard about  
the LHC from my 5th grade 
teacher, but I never  
thought I would  
be able to actually  
go there.”

“It was so cool that we  
got to see the retina scan,  
and to actually go INSIDE 
the tunnel to the CMS.”

“I wonder if the people  
we ate lunch next to  
are going to get  
Nobel Prizes?”

Wholeness of Education

(CMS) =
Compressed  
Muon Solenoid

Honor Choir
Singing a Universal Language 

The AMIS  (Association for Music in International Schools) Women’s Honor Choir 
festival was held in Düsseldorf, Germany this past March. For this prestigious 
group, five hundred and fifty students auditioned from international schools 

throughout the world, sixty were selected, of whom five were from ASP. Upper School 
students Annie Smith, Yaël Zeldin, Hilary Wang, Mallika Bhandari and Jessie Oscodar 
spent many hours practicing with Kirsten Love refining and recording auditions, and 
also learning the challenging repertoire required for the festival. 
Speaking for the group, Yaël shares: “The five of us are so thankful for the support  
of ASP and especially Mrs. Love who helped us perform at such a high level and be 
selected for the Honor Choir.” Hilary remembers their participation in the Honor Choir 
as “an incredibly rewarding experience. It was very intense, but all worth it!” Mallika 
concludes: “Honor Choir was a wonderful three days where girls of all ages and 
nationalities came together to do something we all loved. It really showed that we all 
speak the universal language of not only music, but of passion for what we love.” 

The 2014 Women’s Honor Choir ASP 
participants in Düsseldorf

Other festivals in which ASP students  
have been selected to participate this year

AMIS Middle School Honor Band Festival 
Brussels, Belgium
Shane Monteiro (percussion)
AMIS European Mixed Festival
Turin, Italy
Conny Hadjadj, Karen Hinh, 
Jessica Dae, Lauren Mural, 
Lauren Metrolis, Sebastien Dufour 
(alto, soprano, baritone)

Now Singing:  
Three ASP Divisions ‘3D’ 
Vocal Performance

17
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What’s New on Campus?

Since January, 
eighty-two newly 
installed recycling 

bins have appeared on  
the ASP campus and the 
response from the 
community is overwhelmingly 
positive. Says Mike Breen, 
Facilities Director: “There 
are now more bins, and a 
recognizable and easy-to-
understand system which is 
unified throughout campus 
and is the same indoors and 
out. People have told us that 
this makes it simpler for 
them to know how to  
separate and dispose of their 
rubbish. This encourages 
use, and we’ve seen a real 
strengthening of on-campus 
recycling efforts.” Breen also 

notes that the new model 
bins were selected with the 
consensus of ASP user 
groups including students, 
PFA members, faculty and 
staff, plus feedback from the 
school’s design architects.
Even the youngest students 
have given the school’s 
recycling efforts two thumbs 
up, and are doing their part 
for the environment. Barbara 
Trudeau leads the Grade 4 
“Lower School Green Team” 
effort to collect paper trash 
from LS classrooms and  
bin them for recycling. 
Green team member  
Alon is pleased with his 
contribution to the school’s 
recycling efforts, sharing:  
“I like helping to save trees 

because they can be used for 
so many other good things.” 
Observing the ASP 
community in action, it’s 
clear that green is a color 
that looks smart on every 
age group!

New Recycling Bins on Campus
Keeping Green, Keeping Clean

In addressing environmental concerns, 
Science teacher Karen Lovett’s Grade 6 
students recently participated in a 

week-long workshop in the classroom, in 
conjunction with a visit by Katell Gélébart. 
The goal: to create useful items with a 
“design touch” from unwanted materials  
and to understand the benefits. 
Ms. Gélébart lent her skills and background 
as an environmental campaigner and 
founder of a fashion and homewares 
company specializing in products made from 
refashioned and reused materials, to assist 
students as they sought to combine esthetics 
and ecology. Also assisting: MS art teacher 
Ana Wier. This workshop, made possible  
by a grant from the Excellence Fund, 
complemented the unit on the solid earth  
in which students learned not only that the 
earth provides many resources, but also 
about the impact mining for these resources 
has on the earth. They also discussed the 
responsibility that, as global citizens, we all 
have for our planet, and saw that reuse is a 
step one can take before recycling. It costs 

nothing in terms of materials, waste or 
energy, yet can provide a great deal!
In preparation for the workshop, the students 
‘talked trash’ – and collected garbage with 
which to create home décor items. In the 
spirit of Ms. Gélébart’s Tedx event entitled 
“Trash is the Gold of Tomorrow”, Ms. Lovett’s 
‘gold diggers’ scoured their homes for such  
‘golden nuggets’ as used Tetrapack juice and 
milk boxes, fruit puree pouches, coffee 
packaging, plastic bags, and boxes from 
frozen pizzas! 
Students were very enthusiastic about 
turning their trash into treasures. Kahleah 
liked the blend of colors created by the 
various grocery packaging with which she 
made coasters for her parents. She learned 
that “animals eat garbage. When we re-use 
garbage we are helping the animals by 
keeping it away from them.” Several students 
chose to cover old clothing in strips of used 
plastic to create a new and wearable item – 
giving the term “waste not, want not” a new 
meaning, which is, like their new apparel, 
shaded in green.

Left, Lower School students  
collect paper trash in the 

classrooms, proving it’s never too 
early to start good green habits.

Right, new ASP bins:  
Ms. Kearns helps ‘fill the bins’ 

Wallet from re-used orange juice cartons

Art d’Eco
Turning Trash into Treasures

Join the ASP Green Team!

The ASP Eco-École 
Green Team invites 

parents to join their  
team and get involved in 
issues that affect us all!  
There is a place for anyone 
interested in the Eco-École 
certification process and 

in participating in other initiatives to 
make ASP a more sustainable campus.  
The theme for this year is “Déchets” – 
waste reduction and recycling. Contact: 
mbreen@asparis.fr or abayley@asparis.fr

Coming soon  
to our school !



I appreciate  

the opportunity 

for a fun, 

family 
educational 

event. We hope  

to attend more 

in the future.
to attend more 

Excellent concept. 

We’d be very 

interested in 

participating 

again. More often!

STEM Family Night
A ‘Tower-ing’ Success

Wholeness of Education
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ASP’s Middle School Model United Nations club recently hosted one hundred and forty 
delegates from Europe, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia at the 9th Annual, three-day long 
PACMUN conference.  Before the conference even started, ASP students and faculty 

worked together to organize the program and the logistics for visiting delegations. Once 
underway, delegates met in six committees to discuss various topics related to the conference 
theme of “The Age of Technology.” 
The keynote speaker at the opening ceremony, Julio Sa Rego of UNESCO, held the rapt 
attention of the audience as he spoke of the possibilities-and complexities- of mobile 
technology for education in the world. As the conference unfolded, ASP students commanded 
the floor at many sessions, with several winning best delegate in their respective committees. 
The conference concluded with an emergency General Assembly being called, following  
a (hypothetical!) hacking into the IT systems of the five permanent (P5) members of  
the United Nations Security Council. Following intensive negotiations, a potential crisis  
was diverted thanks to delegates’ skills in diplomacy, cooperation, and communication;  
the ‘age of technology’ providing a lesson for the ages. 

The first-ever STEM 
Family Night at ASP 
enabled Lower 

School and Middle School 
students to team with family 
members and use some  
of their collective Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
and Math skills towards  
a common goal. 
Organized by ASP teachers 
Jo Jarvis (LS) and Fay 
Hutchinson (MS), and led  
by the NASA Endeavor 
USA-Satellite Team of  
STEM educational trainers, 
the event centered on the  
Family Tower Challenge – 
exploring the geometry  
of tower design. 
The evening gathered 
almost 250 members  

of the ASP community, 
ranging from toddlers to 
grandparents. Each family 
team worked to build  
the tallest tower possible 
according to specific 
criteria. An award ceremony 
marked the Challenge’s 
conclusion. 
Before departing, all 
participants were asked to 
describe the event in just 
three words, and from their 
unanimously 
enthusiastic 
responses, a few of 
which can be seen 
below, it is clear that STEM 
Family Night was a very 
special ASP occasion mixing 
education, fun, and family.

ASP Hosts PACMUN Conference
“The Age of Technology”

ASP student 
Abhay, PACMUN’s 
Secretary General

Measuring results  
in the STEM Family 
Tower Challenge

Fun - Think -Achieve

Fun - Engaging - Family

Fun - Think -Achieve

Fun - Engaging - Family
Awesome - Fun - Exciting

below, it is clear that STEM 
Family Night was a very 
special ASP occasion mixing 
education, fun, and family. Fun - Think -AchieveFun - Think -Achieve

Fun - Learning - Exciting

Feedback from 
participants

It should definitely  be repeated. 
Very good time with family and friends.

ASP Hosts PACMUN Conference

It was a wonderful 
family event that 
really stressed 
teamwork, imagination, 
and ingenuity.  
It was great!

to attend more 
Excellent concept. 

We’d be very 

Fun - Engaging - Family

It was a wonderful 

Build - Family - Imagination
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This was a year of strong performances, and 
the ASP community really came together to 
support our athletes in achieving team and 
personal excellence. We also hosted the ISST 
cross-country and girls basketball 
tournaments, and many visiting teams 
throughout the seasons of our various 
sports. Without the enthusiasm and goodwill 
of so many, it would have been difficult to 
achieve all that we did.” Hoegen thanks the 
‘ASP supporting team’ including “houser 

families who host, feed, and transport 
visiting players, the Sports Boosters who run 
the stands and assist at games, the families 
who encourage their children’s efforts, and 
who attend their games-both at home and 
away, the school administration who have 
been unwavering in their support, the 
teachers who are understanding of the 
student athlete’s schedule, and the entire 
community, who help instill school spirit  
and enthusiasm for our teams. The Athletic 
Department, including our assistant Cathy 
McLaury, the coaches, and myself, feels this 

support facilitates our athletes’ strong focus 
and drive to do their best.” Hoegen then 
speaks of the ASP rugby team, which, after 
an absence of many years, was re-introduced 
at the school in early 2013. “The idea to start 
a rugby team came from students, but in 
order for it to become formally incorporated 
into the athletics program, we also requested 
a commitment from their parents and the 
school administration. Their response was 
overwhelmingly positive. We then had to 

work hard in order to gain varsity 
accreditation and a spot in the ISSTs; again, 
we all came together to make this happen.  
I can imagine that the pervasive spirit of 
community also contributes in some way to 
the development of team spirit and 
cooperation. And, with strong coaching, and 
hard work and determination what happened 
on the field was pure magic, as parent Dave 
Zeiler recently shared in his letter below.”
Bravo to all ASP athletes and the community 
that supports them. You are all part of our 
winning team!

The American School of Paris is a vibrant, family-oriented community and nowhere  
is this more evident than in the strong supporting team that has developed for our 
student athletes. Athletic Director Han Hoegen summarizes this past school year:ISST 

Winter/Spring 2014 Results

Rugby
Team Silver Medal

Selected for All-Tournament
Auggie Marignier

Orin Wanten
Keegan Monteiro

Swimming
Gold Medal for Varsity Girls 

Gold Free Relay
Silver Medley Relay

Alison Mai
Gold 100 Fly

Bronze 200 Freestyle
Silver 200 IM

Tara Toppazini
Gold 50 Freestyle
Silver 100 Back
Bronze 100 Free

Girls Basketball
Becky Dowski
Team Award

Boys Basketball
Selected for All-Tournament

Bogdan Bogachev

What’s New in Athletics?

School – Support – Spirit
Gold Medal Community Support for ASP Athletes

I have been on 
the ASP swim 
team for many 
years. The 
support of the 
community  
is strong – 
parents help 
out at events, 

and the coaches are great. The team has 
provided me with so many opportunities 
– at this year’s ISST’s we competed in 
London, at the Olympic Aquatic Center! 
Many people forget that swimming is a 
team sport, and though it’s not always 
easy, our team has bonded and learned 
how to work together towards common 
goals – and, at the ISSTs, we brought  
home the gold!  Alison Mai, Grade 12

ASP’s Varsity Rugby stars celebrate their young team’s success at the ISSTs
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I have had the privilege of assisting Nick Walklet and Luke Curtis coach 
the ASP Boys Rugby team for past two (seasons). The successful silver-medal 
performance of our boys at this year’s ISST tournament is a testimony to 
the dedication, hard work, physical sacrifice and mental fortitude of ALL 
of our boys on the rugby team… Through the entire season, the boys have 
challenged each other to become better players as individuals and as a 
team… their communication on the field was superb and they defended both 
the physical and mental well-being of each other on the field. They truly 
acted as a team and the results reflect that fact. (And) in just two 
seasons, Nick and Luke have instilled an understanding, passion and love 
of the game in the boys, as well as the physical conditioning and skills 
necessary to compete at the highest level. Their dedication to the 
student athletes is evident. … It has been an honor to be part of this team.
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The American School of Paris has much to 
be proud of. From the incredible diversity 
we are submerged in on a daily basis, to our 
unity in the pursuit to be engaged global 
citizens. Despite the fact that a third of us 
are new each year, while we’re here, we’re 
all united as a community, and we’re  
all united as Rebels. 
But what is a rebel? Throughout history 
and across the world this word has meant 
many different things. So to specify my 
question, what does it mean to be an ASP 
Rebel? In 68 years, one thing our school 
hasn’t quite been able to do is answer this 
question. Seven months ago, we found the 
answer, and today, we get to finally share it 
with our community. Please allow me to 
introduce to you ASP’s new mascot and 
Rebel, Lafayette!
Inspired by Marquis de Lafayette, our 
mascot is the physical embodiment of all 
that we value and treasure at ASP.  
Lafayette represents the importance of 
French-American relations, unbridled 
passion for global citizenship, and most  
of all, the ability to effect positive change 
through rebellion.
To provide a brief overview of Marquis  
de Lafayette’s legacy, he lived in a turbulent 
period of history that is very much marked 
by the birth of the world’s first modern 
revolutions. Serving as a French  
Major-General during the American 
Revolutionary War, he commanded the 
French forces at the Battle of Yorktown, 
which brought the colonialists their 
independence. When the French 
Revolution began only a few years later,  
he led the French National Guard  

and was key to drafting the Declaration  
of the Rights of Man and the Citizen.  
He is the first person in history to be 
granted honorary American citizenship, 
and is buried at the Picpus Cemetery in 
Paris under dirt from Bunker Hill, 
Massachusetts. 
Lafayette, known as the Hero of Two 
Worlds, embodies the ASP spirit. He 
embodies French-American 
relations, global citizenship, and 
rebellion. And he lives on now, not 
just in our hearts, but also at our 
school. He is here to stay, and years from 
now he will still be roaming our halls, 
cheering on our athletes, galvanizing 
students to attend musical productions, 
and leading walkathons for charity. 
Lafayette is much more than just a toy or 
gimmick for sports games; he’s a symbol 
that will unite all three divisions of the 
school and provide an impetus for 
discussion and reflection on our rich 
history and cultures.
Thank you very much to the entire 
administrative staff for enduring this 
arduous journey with us and for being 
unbelievably supportive these past  
seven months.

Sincerely,

Michael Carden 
President of the US Student Council

Tunir Kapil 
Vice-President of the US Student Council

Noah Olsen 
Spirit Liaison of the US Student Council

Wholeness of Education
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and was key to drafting the Declaration 

granted honorary American citizenship, 
and is buried at the Picpus Cemetery in 

school. He is here to stay, and years from 

students to attend musical productions, 

Lafayette is much more than just a toy or 
gimmick for sports games; he’s a symbol 
that will unite all three divisions of the 

arduous journey with us and for being 

Vice-President of the US Student Council

Spirit Liaison of the US Student Council

Lafayette, known as the Hero of Two Worlds, embodies 
the ASP spirit. He embodies French-American relations, 
global citizenship, and rebellion. And he lives on now, 
not just in our hearts, but also at our school.
US Student Council Team

Lafayette,  
a strong 
leader known 
for bringing  
on change  
in the world 

Welcome 
ASP’s New Mascot!

Thursday, March 20, 2014 was a notable date at ASP. Our new Mascot was introduced  
to students in the PAC, where he was met with a standing ovation and enthusiastic 
cheers of “Go Rebels” from the crowd. Honored with this distinction as a result  

of an Upper School student council initiative which employed passion, creativity and 
school spirit, The ASPect provides you here, in its entirety, the letter of introduction for  
our new Mascot… Lafayette! 



‘We envision a world in which all 
children can pursue a quality 
education, reach their full 

potential and contribute to their community 
and the world’. You could certainly be forgiven 
for thinking that this sentence had been 

lifted straight from the ASP 
mission statement but, in fact, 
it is the founding principle of 
another educational institution 
which always strives for 
excellence: Room to Read. This 
award-wining NGO focuses on 
literacy and gender equality in 
education through bold 
objectives and long-term, 
coherent strategies, which result 
in effective, cutting-edge programs 
with learning, literacy and 
gender equality at their heart. 
With so much in common, John 
Wood, founder and board chair 

of Room to Read was delighted to come to 
ASP to address Upper School students and 
ASP parents in the PAC this winter. His 
incredibly inspiring presentation earned him 
a spontaneous standing ovation from an 
enthusiastic audience as he spoke about 
Room to Read’s results-driven approach in 
the ten countries across Asia and Africa in 
which it works. Room to Read partners with 
communities across the developing world to 
promote literacy and gender equality in 
education by establishing libraries, 
constructing classrooms, publishing 
local-language children’s books, training 
educators and supporting girls’ education.

Room to Read’s strong organizational 
foundation combines business principles 
from the private sector with best practices 
and industry-leading research from the 
nonprofit sector. This strategy has led to the 
organization being awarded the highest four 
star rating for fiscal responsibility and 
transparency from Charity Navigator for 
eight consecutive years. This places Room to 
Read amongst the best charities since less 
than 1% of USA non-profits have received 
this honor. 
John Wood started Room to Read after a 
fast-paced and distinguished career with 
Microsoft from 1991 to 1999. Today, he 
focuses full-time on long-term strategy, 
capital acquisition, public speaking, and 
media opportunities for the organization. 
John also teaches at the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education and New York 
University’s Stern School of Business and 
serves on the Advisory Board of the Clinton 
Global Initiative. 
ASP students are nurtured to become 
engaged global citizens and so it came as  
no surprise that, in the wake of John’s 
presentation and Q&A session, a group of 
Upper School students has mobilized to 
support Room to Read’s programs. They are 
raring to go and, with typical ASP creativity, 
have devised fundraising ideas to give a 
hand-up to those who, like themselves, know 
that investing in education now will pay 
dividends for generations to come. Their 
Give the Gift of Education initiative aims to 
send 106 girls to school through the Girls’ 
Education Program in honor of the 106 

seniors who will graduate from ASP this year 
and you can support them through the 
Housing Gift Donation project and by 
sponsoring their numerous efforts to raise 
funds for this ground-breaking program. 
Watch out too for a school wide Read-A-Thon 
in October, which not only promotes literacy 
amongst our own students but supports 
Room to Read’s literacy programs around the 
world. You can find out more at www.
roomtoread.org and for more information 
about Room to Read at ASP contact ASP parent 
Stephanie Poletti at rtrparis@gmail.com.

Stephanie Poletti

ASP  Gives Back

ASP students are fortunate in many ways. By initiating and participating in school 
service projects, they have been able to give to others, and to learn more about 
themselves and the world around them. Here are recent examples of how ASP’s  
global citizens in all three divisions have helped to support those in need.

Middle School 
Milkshake Sale Fundraiser

This year, Middle School students sought a new fundraising 
idea to support the Jyoti School in India. “We were joking 
about fun ideas at our meeting when somebody mentioned a 

milkshake sale. When we took a moment to think about it, we 
realised that was seriously a good idea!” shares Riley Arnold, the MS 
student council treasurer. Students gathered the needed equipment 
and ingredients (flavors: chocolate, vanilla and Oreo cookie) and 
served up the shakes at lunchtime near the cafeteria. The support 
from the Middle School students, faculty, and even some Upper 
School students made the first sale extremely successful! The 
student council quickly followed up with a second, holi-themed 
milkshake sale, to an equally enthusiastic reception. 

ASP Students Champion Literacy and Girls’ Education

We envision a world in which all 

children can pursue a quality education,  

reach their full potential and contribute 

to their community and the world. 

Room to Read founding principle

Chocolate, vanilla or 
Oreo… Middle 
Schoolers served up  
the shakes!

John Wood
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ASP Gives Back

Ten years ago, 
during a 
visit to India, 

Lower School 
teacher Michele 
Lagorio was 
introduced to the 

children of Niharika Orphanage in West 
Bengal, India. Ms. Lagorio remarked on the 
Indian children’s sense of closeness and 
hope for the future, and the family that they 
had transformed themselves into. 
Although she soon returned to France, the 
Indian orphans did not truly leave Ms. 
Lagorio’s side. She shared her impressions of 
the visit with her Grade 1 students, and 
together they decided to help support the 
orphans, who range in age from 3 to 18. 
Slowly, through correspondence and 
expressions of caring, the two very different 
groups of children broke down barriers of 
language, distance, and habits to form a 
connection which has continued throughout 

the years. Lower School students support the 
Niharika children with their correspondence 
and also by fund-raising, notably the annual 
holiday season Candy Cane and Bake Sale, 
which this year raised one thousand euros. 
The results of the connection are long-
lasting for all involved. Ms. Lagorio’s current 
student Justin says he “feels good about 
helping the children by raising money for 
their books and pencils.” Ms. Lagorio shares, 
“ASP students have always taken this project 
seriously, and are delighted that we are able 
to help the Niharika Orphanage and its 
school. The project has been a fine lesson in 
international awareness, global citizenship, 
compassion, friendship, and in becoming 
aware and grateful for what we have.”  
A valuable lesson, never to be forgotten.

Above, Ms. Lagorio’s Grade 1 class discuss  
their support of the Niharika Orphanage
located in West Bengal, below.

LS Students Help  
Indian Orphans
Breaking Down  
Barriers, Building 
Friendship  
and Compassion

Paris is renowned as  
a major fashion 
capital and for one 

recent afternoon, nearby 
Saint-Cloud staked this 
claim as well. On that day,  
at ASP, the stage of the  
PAC was transformed into  
a fashion show runway. 
Audience members included 
parents and students. A 
charity event organized by 
the Upper School’s Kids 
Home Club, the behind the 
scene preparations found 
student models running 
around in heels, make up  
in every corner, and last 
minute fittings. 

The ‘creative chaos’ behind 
the curtain transformed into 
cheers that filled the PAC  
as models walked the 
runway in clothes from the 
‘Lady Jack Heritage’ 
collection designed by 
Grade 12 student Anne Lise 
Sharbatian. The show was  
a good opportunity to use 
student talent for the  
greater good, and was in 
keeping with the ASP  
Club’s aim of presenting  
“creative and fun ways” to 
raise funds in support of the 
Kids Home base in Thailand, 
an organization helping 
families and children in need. 

Tamara Ezzat, a Grade 12 
student and co-president of 
the ASP club says: “the show 
was a success for both the 
charity and the designer. 
Thank you to everyone  
who attended, contributed, 
organized, and presented. 
Our club could not have 
helped the Kids Home  
base as we did without the 
support of our ASP 
community.” 

Fashion Forward Event 
Walking the Runway to help Others

“Lady Jack Heritage”  
fashions designed  
by an ASP student
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ASP Gives Back

Volunteering
Parent volunteers play an important role  
at ASP. Here are some more ways to get 
involved in upcoming school events: 

Gala 2015
It’s time to begin planning the 2015 Gala. 
Please consider becoming involved. Watch 
for information about May’s Kick-off Lunch. 
Come and help vote for a 2015 Gale theme 
and learn more.  
The lunch is purely informational and you 
are not committed to volunteer by attending. 

Parent Welcome Events
Grade Level Gathering hosts are needed!  
If you have a child in Grade 6-11 and would 
like to host an event for your child’s grade 
next Fall, please contact Kim Sheehey in  
the Advancement Office.  
ksheehey@asparis.fr

ASP Advancement
Volunteering – Giving – Celebrating

One of the key roles of ASP’s Advancement Office is to support our families in 
being active community members for life. There are always many opportunities 

to get involved, by volunteering, giving, and celebrating. 

Visiting Writers Alexandra Fuller (L)  
and Terry Tempest Williams (R)

Celebrating
Recently, Alexandra Fuller and Terry 
Tempest Williams, renowned authors and 
close friends, spoke at the George Marshall 
Center to a crowd of one hundred and 
twenty-five community members for ASP’s 
2014 Visiting Writer Program. 
Many thanks to literary agent Steven 
Barclay (‘77) who has allowed ASP 
to showcase some of the literary world’s 
best-known authors at our Visiting Writer 
Program for the past twelve years.

Giving
Every day, ASP students and teachers  
are benefiting from our community’s 
support of the 2013-14 Excellence Fund.  
To date, more than €100,000 has been 
raised, funding thirty-three grants 
throughout all divisions of the school.
A portable photography darkroom,  
lab materials for a new IB Particle Physics 
program, a drama workshop, and 
technology for the Lower School music 
room are just a few of the ways the 
Excellence Fund supports every one  
of our 817 students at ASP. 
More applications are in the pipeline,  
so continued support is needed to ensure  
all great ideas come to life at ASP.  
Your participation, at any level, is important.  
Please consider joining the community of 
givers at ASP. Our students and teachers 
will thank you!
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ASP to host Jane Goodall !
Save the date for a very special evening on May 16th, when  
ASP has the rare opportunity to host world-renowned primatologist, 
conservationist and UN messenger of Peace, Jane Goodall. 
On the occasion of her 80th birthday, Dr. Goodall will visit France, launching her new book, 
Seeds of Hope: Wisdom and Wonder from the World of Plants, and ASP is able to offer our 
community two special days with Dr. Goodall. 
On Thursday, May 15th, Dr. Goodall will spend the afternoon at ASP with students across  
all divisions. On Friday, May 16th, ASP will host two events at The George C. Marshall Center 
on behalf of the Institut Jane Goodall France. All proceeds of the event will support the 
mission and work of the Institut.

May
16th



Lower School  Connections

Roman Day
Acquiring 21st Century Skills Through           
                         the Lens of history

Making
Connections

Friends, Romans, countrymen 
– otherwise known as parents, 
siblings, and ASP faculty –  
were among the honored guests 
heeding the call to Grade 5’s 
recent “Roman Day” festivities. 
As part of their unit on ancient 
civilizations, Roman Day was 
developed by teachers Barbara 
Hoegen, Jo Jarvis, and Caroline 
McLean as a multi-sensory 
learning experience. Although  
in “digging deeper” the students 
did not uncover Roman ruins, 
they did discover a greater 
understanding of the diverse 
ideas, beliefs, and practices 
employed in ancient Rome. 

Rome was not built in a day, and 
likewise, ‘Roman Day’ required  
many weeks of preparation.  

Students divided into committees to 
organize the day’s activities, and in planning 
events tied to the past, honed their 21st 
century skills. They worked in a collective 
learning environment, taking ownership 
and responsibility for the success of their 
project, and in the process discovered such 
concepts as group dynamics, persuasion 
tactics, and leadership qualities. They also 
came to appreciate the need for flexibility 
and adaptability. Barbara Hoegen’s student 
Sarah recalls: “Roman Day was a challenge 
to organize. I saw that organizing parties 
is very difficult. We learned that living in 
the moment and working as a group to put 
it all together really helped us learn about 
Ancient Rome.” Preparation for the day  
also provided students the opportunity  
to develop their research skills with 
teachers and librarians giving them each 
the flexibility to choose their preferred  
work mode and to present their findings  
in the form of a puppet show, PowerPoint 
slide show, dramatic reading, or poster. 
Barbara Hoegen reports what she saw  
at the scene – Roman Day headquarters: 

Ë Students as Ancient Romans,  
heroes or slaves, dressed in togas  
and full regalia

Ë Classrooms in Roman décor,  
complete with candelabras 

Ë Activities – a Latin grammar  
contest, music, Roman math games, 
mosaic-makings 

Ë A decadent 
and lavish 
Roman buffet 
feast, featuring 
carved rabbit, 
octopus, 
capers, and 
quail eggs, 
prepared by 
parents and 
students 

Ë Grape juice 
flowing in 
golden goblets 

Ë Guests 
strolling to the sounds  
of “Chariots of Fire” 

Ë ‘Life-sizers’ – full size models –  
of Cleopatra, Brutus, and many others, 
lounging on chairs, savoring the sights, 
sounds and tastes of ancient Rome
Jo Jarvis is pleased with the depth of 
historical learning that students gleaned 
from their Roman Day experience.  

“We felt that by making the study of Ancient 
Rome an interactive lesson, students could 
better appreciate the people, places and 
events of that time, and discover links to 
present-day life. Indeed, they realized that 
many aspects of Roman life, from their 
alphabet to their government structure,  
still hold true today. Roman Day was  
based on the past, but I believe the children 
will remember this experience far into  
the future. Employing all of their senses, 
and digging deeper, really made history 
come to life for them.”

[Students] realized that 
many aspects of Roman life, 
from their alphabet to their 
government structure, still 

hold true today. Roman Day 
was based on the past, but  

I believe the children will 
remember this experience far 

into the future.  Jo Jarvis
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What would you do if you were 
given $100,000?  That’s the 
intriguing question posed to 

students by The Stock Market Game, a 
program dedicated to youth financial 
literacy, and the basis of a Middle School 
extra-curricular club led by math teacher 
Yariv Cohen. SMG is designed to provide 
students with a fundamental understanding 
of investing and the types of analysis 
needed for positive results. 
Cohen explains: “We start by discussing the 
basics: the definition of a stock market, and 
how to evaluate the financial performances 
of companies. We review investment 
strategies and concepts such as liquidity, 
risk, long and short positions, the role of 
advisors. Consistent with our holistic 
approach to education, the Stock Market 
Game is a practical way to help students 
better understand the world, develop good 
money management habits, and prepare for 
their future.” 
To start the actual game, student investors 
are each given-in virtual funds- the 100,000 
US Dollars in question. With this sum, they 
are asked to invest wisely, via the on-line 
game, in real companies at their actual 
market price. ASP students compete 

throughout the school year both with each 
other and within a league of students based 
primarily in New York City, to construct the 
portfolio with the best return on investment. 
One recent club meeting found Liana,  
Grade 7 contemplating a variety of purchases. 
“Sometimes I discuss strategies with my 
grandmother,” she discloses. “She told me 
that Starbucks will be announcing their 
earnings later this week, and so I have 
decided to wait before buying more of their 
stock. What is most surprising to me is how 
much money can be made by investing  
well in the stock market!” Jessica, Grade 7 
agrees, and is enthused by “learning about 
how companies are run and how world  
news affects what happens in the markets.  
I like to monitor my portfolio and watch  
how each of my companies is performing  
on the Dow Jones Index.”
Although it is not yet time to announce 
annual results, our analysts report a very 
positive trend in the development of 
practical learning and skills thanks to  
The Stock Market Game Club.  
That’s a $100,000 answer!
For more information on The Stock Market 
Game, visit www.stockmarketgame.org

Stock Market Game Club
Answering the $100,000 Question

Consistent with our holistic 
approach to education, the  
Stock Market Game is  
a practical way to help students 
better understand the world, 
develop good money management 
habits, and prepare for their 
future. Yariv Cohen
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Using knowledge and practicing skills developed in the classroom:  
The ASPect highlights two enrichment clubs that are helping eager learners 
explore and appreciate the wonderful world of numbers in two different ways. 

Middle School  Connections

Mr. Cohen inquires about a student’s recent stock aquisition 
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Middle School  Connections

MATHCOUNTS Club
It All Adds Up to Fun, Challenges, and Learning 

MS students 
choose to 
get together 

at lunchtime to challenge 
each other with math 
problems in the 
MATHCOUNTS Club.  
This club is designed by  
an American organization 
that defines itself as helping 
to “build confidence in 
students of all ability and 
interest levels by giving 
them the opportunity to 
engage in unique math 
activities in a relaxed, social 
setting.” Students work 
individually and as a team, 
and with repetition and 
increasing challenges, 
improve their techniques 
and speed. 
ASP students hold weekly 
meetings and participate in 
three competitions during 
the school year. 

MATHCOUNTS problems 
often integrate current 
events or pop culture (see 
boxed example, right). 
Competition scores are 
submitted online and the 
students with the top four 
overall scores in each league 
will go on to compete in the 

National Competition in 
Orlando, Florida. 
 “We need to work to do well 
but I like a challenge and the 
math questions are fun,” 
says club member Liana, 

Grade 7. Sébastien Millette 
who leads the club at ASP 
describes it as “enjoyable, 
stimulating and inclusive, 
and a great way to look at 
problem solving. It’s an 
opportunity for those 
students who want to do 
math beyond the classroom 

to work with their peers, 
sharpen their skills, and feel 
confident about future math 
challenges. “
Math does indeed count –  
a great deal!

It’s an opportunity for those students who 
want to do math beyond the classroom to work 
with their peers, sharpen their skills, and feel 
confident about future math challenges. 
Sébastien Millette

MATHCOUNTS 
Problem 
Question
At the 2014 
Winter Games, the Netherlands 
had the best overall rate of 
Olympic athletes per medal. 
The Netherlands sent a 
delegation of 41 athletes to 
Sochi, and those athletes won a 
total of 24 medals in the 2014 
Winter Games. That’s one 
medal for every 41/24  ≈ 1.7 
athletes. Russia had the largest 
delegation, with 232 athletes 
who won a total of 33 medals. 

What is the absolute difference 
in the athletes per medal for 
Russia and the Netherlands? 

Express your answer as  
a decimal to the nearest 
tenth.*

*Answer: The absolute difference in the athletes per medal for Russia and the Netherlands is 
(232/33) − (41/24) ≈ 5.3

Assiduously  
applied attention  
at the  
MATHCOUNTS  
Club
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What is GAPS?

GAPS is ASP’s advisory 
program for our 9th and 10th 
grade students. In the 9th grade, 
students focus on the academic 
and personal excellence 
components of the curriculum. 
In the 10th grade, students take 
more of a skills-based approach 
to the global citizenship and 
service learning aspects of the 
program. GAPS is also designed 
to support students’ transition 
into high school and teaches 
them skills they will need in 
order to be successful during 
their academic studies. GAPS is 
the perfect place to address 
many topics that may not be 
part of the regular classroom 
curriculum such as study skills, 
goal setting, healthy 
relationships, and giving back to 
one’s community. 
What does a typical GAPS class 
look like? Who leads it?

GAPS classes are interactive, 
and collaboratively led by the 
grade-specific Guidance 
Counselor or another faculty 
mentor, along with 11th or 12th 
grade peer mentors. Grade 11 
and 12 students are eligible for 
selection as GAPS peer mentors 
for Grade 9 and 10 classes, 
respectively. 

Why include student peer 
mentors in the team?

Peer mentors provide additional 
perspectives to discussion 
topics. We’ve seen that students 
often listen and participate more 
if a fellow student/peer is 
involved in delivering the 
message and sharing some of 
their own personal experiences. 
In this manner, younger 
students relate better and are 
more amenable to hearing the 
message conveyed. This 
structure also allows for an 
excellent learning experience 
for the peer mentors as they are 
put in a situation of leadership 
and serving as role models. It is 
fascinating to watch the 11th and 
12th graders gracefully fill in 
these shoes.
how is a GAPS class prepared?

While the curriculum is already 
mapped out, the whole team 
(students, peer and faculty 
mentors as well as the grade 
level counselors) meet to 
fine-tune the week’s GAPS 
classes. In this manner, students 
help mold the program by 
providing activities tailored to 
their specific GAPS class. 
Student mentors are supported 
with training and coaching from 
their team’s Guidance Counselor 
and faculty mentors.  
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Upper School  Connections

GAPS Advisory Program
Global Citizenship, Academic and  
Personal Excellence, Service Learning

Sandy Karam, Justin Kearns, Guidance Counselors

What is the 9th and 10th grade GAPS Advisory Program at ASP?   
How are 11th and 12th graders involved in it? We asked those involved to tell us more.

ervice Learning

Peer mentors share their experiences:
Bérangère I have been at ASP since kindergarten so I know 
a lot about Paris and the school. Even so, there’s a lot to adjust 
to in the early years of Upper School and I remember how nice 
it was to see the friendly face of my GAPS peer mentor in the 
hallway when I was a freshman. I try to look out for the students 
I mentor and give them a smile and guide them a bit. I think 
students feel comfortable talking to me. It’s strange to be on the 
“other side” of the classroom – to have kids look up to you, and 
to be a bit strict when needed, and at the same time, it’s great 
to get to work with the teachers before and during the GAPS 
class. I find peer mentoring very rewarding and great training 
for adulthood, and I definitely want to continue next year. 

Tristan I arrived at ASP during my freshman year and 
really appreciated having peer mentors, the support of older 
students. They made the adjustment to a new school and the 
beginning years of Upper School easier for me and I want to 
be able to do that now for younger students. I feel I help 
provide interesting information and viewpoints for the 
students and I’ve also learned a lot myself. I’ve gotten to 
understand some of what it is like to be a teacher, to help plan 
a lesson, and practice speaking before a group. I’ve also 
learned a few tricks to gain respect and have better control 
over the class without yelling. Mentoring is a really good 
experience and I look forward to each of my GAPS classes.

Bérangère, Tristan, Grade 11 students and mentors  
for Grade 9 GAPS students

US Guidance Counselors describe the program:

What are my values?
What motivates me?
What is a global citizen?
What skills do I want to develop?
What goals should  
I set for myself?
Responsibility for choices  
and action
Body awareness/image
Peer pressure
Service learning

Research and study skills
Time management
“Out and About in Paris”
Expectations of US 
Internet safety
College Essay Writing
Standardized testing  
diagnostics 

Sample GAPS discussion topics and skills learned
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Community  Connections

This year, several programs designed for parents were initiated by the division 
counseling offices to very positive feedback.
And, the Parent Faculty Association continues to play a major role in shaping 

our close-knit community. The PFA network’s aim is to support our students – and 
their parents – so that they may thrive in Paris and at ASP.  

A  Parent Faculty 
Association initiative 
brought author, 

photographer, and subject 
expert Marjorie R. Williams 
to speak on-campus recently 
about Parisian markets – food, 
flea, antiques, crafts and more. 
Ms. Williams provided the 
audience in the PAC with an 
informative and enticing 
visual tour of Paris through  
a photo presentation of the 
bountiful harvests and 
unusual treasures found at 
the city’s various markets.  
In addressing each 
arrondissement and the 
market offerings therein,  
Ms. Williams held that  
‘going to market’ – whether  
to just explore or to buy, 
offers a unique way to discover 
the city’s neighborhoods and 

personalities, and provides  
an opportunity to immerse 
oneself in the local culture.  
A new world within Paris  
was revealed to the 
enthusiastic and appreciative 
audience. At the end of  
the presentation, as 
Ms. Williams signed copies  
of her pocket reference book 
“The Markets of Paris”,  
many audience members 
were already mapping out 
market 
routes and 
dates on 
which to 
start 
exploring 
together. 

Marjorie R. Williams signs her book,  
and then it’s off to the markets!

PFA Guest Speaker
“Off to the Markets”

E ach Fall, the Parent Faculty Association sponsors  
“Living Skills” – a series of seminars that provide ASP’s 
arriving families with critical information on how to  

acclimate to their new home in Paris. 
PFA President Theresa Shott describes the program as “a PFA 
tradition, which ensures all of our new ASP families are set up  
for success.” Seminars focus on a variety of aspects of daily  
life in France including the local health care system, driving  
rules and customs, and shopping tips and conclude with  
a group lunch. 
The program also provides a forum for new ASP parents to  
meet each other and form contacts and friendships quickly.

“Living Skills” 
– Acclimating to  

life in France, with  
new friends

PFA Seminars
Living Skills:  
Setting Up for Success

2

3

I found the seminars to be extremely  
useful. It was a great program  
and opportunity to meet other new parents. 

Mid-year seminar participant
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Community  Connections

The Well-Being of the Whole Child 
Active Parenting Workshops

“Active Parenting Now”, led by 
counselor Gina Keefer for  
Lower School parents, and 

“Active Parenting Teens”, lead by counselor 
Brooke Fezler for Middle School parents, 
were each six week seminars designed to 
examine the well-being of the whole child. 
Here, one participant shares her feedback:
Gina Keefer introduced a group of ASP 
parents to the “Active Parenting Now” 
concept, based on the book of the same 
name by Dr. Michael Popkin. I feel 
privileged to have taken part in the 
six-session workshop led by Gina. We 
communicated in a frank and constructive 
manner about all kinds of parenting issues.
Reading the book and participating in the 
sessions helped me to understand the kind 
of parent I am and the goals I want to 
realize. I also learned communication 
techniques that show the child the 
consequences of behavior, and how to 
communicate in order to instill courage, 
character, and a sense of personal 
responsibility.
Gina’s Sunday emails, encouraging 
participants to read the next chapter for the 
following morning’s workshop, reminded 
me that I, like my son, had homework to do! 
Participating also meant sharing ideas and 
issues with other parents and supporting 

each other, a very welcome opportunity 
when one is raising children abroad, far 
from home and a familiar support network. 
These sessions can be useful to people of  
all nationalities, backgrounds and cultures, 
centered as they are on a universal theme 
– positive and constructive relationships 
between parent and child. 
I can honestly say that the course reinforced 
and defined my personal parenting style; it 
benefitted me greatly! It also brought to life 
for me the idea that ASP is truly a family-
oriented community. Thank you to ASP for 
offering this program.  Olga Gmür

Global Mom Melissa Dalton-Bradford Returns to ASP
“Making A home In The World: The Whats and 
Whys of Growing a Global Family”

Earlier this year, 
ASP’s Upper School 
team helped 

welcome Melissa 
Dalton-Bradford back to 
campus to speak both to 
parents and, separately, 
to Upper School students.  
Ms. Bradford, author and 
global nomad, spent  
eight years in Paris with 
her family as part of the 
ASP community.
Bradford shared research 
and insights on global 
living for the parent 
audience, and emphasized 
that a key factor in the 
success of an expatriate 
posting has been found  
to be the integration and 

satifsfaction of the 
‘trailing’ spouse  
and children.   
Bradford spoke 
poignantly and shared 
stories of her own family.  
Although her children 
have been exposed to 
many wonders of the 
world, they often prefer to 
spend their time pursuing 

“normal childhood” 
activities. “Visiting yet 
another chateau usually 
holds more of an allure 
for parents.”  
Bradford credited the 
family-oriented ASP 
community for providing 
her children with many 
happy, “normal 
childhood” experiences, 

through sports, music 
and other activities.  
And, at ASP, her  
children found others 
who understood what  
it meant to be a ‘global 
nomad’, making their 
adjustment upon  
arrival easier.
While she may not be 
able to pinpoint exactly 
where home is on the 
map, Bradford has found 
that “home is where you 
become yourself.”
Words that spoke to 
many in the audience 
currently making their 
home in the world.

Melissa Dalton-
Bradford at ASP  

20 years

8 countries

16 addresses

12 schools

5 languages

4 children

“Active Parenting Now” participants  
with Gina Keefer

In another seminar organized by ASP counselors, Parent Book Club members discuss  
“How Children Succeed” by Paul Tough
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Cameraman and cinematographer 
Austin Kite and his family were 
transferred to Paris from the 

Houston area at the start of his junior year of 
high school. Moving to a new school – and a 
new continent –  at that stage of life was 
made easier by the supportive community 
that welcomed him at ASP. The fact that lots 
of students understood what he was going 
through as a new student helped him quickly 
feel ‘right at home’.
Having ‘tinkered’ in amateur video-making 
in Texas, Austin was excited to discover 
ASP’s media lab, and faculty member Laura 
Schupack encouraged him to participate in 
the IB Film Program and Film Club. “For the 
first time I found other students with whom I 
could share my interest, “ he recalls. “We 
worked together and rotated production 
responsibilities on projects. Although I was 
most interested in camerawork, this 
experience helped me to understand and 
appreciate the role of the others; it also 
allowed me to better develop my own skills 
and to work as part of a production team. 
This, along with Ms. Schupack’s support, 
helped me develop confidence and a strong 
work ethic, and, gain lots of practical 
experience in filmmaking.”
After ASP, Austin studied at the Savannah 
College of Arts and Design, where he 

impressed cinematographer and professor 
Michael Hofstein. Hofstein began to mentor 
Austin, and allowed him to assist on several 
projects, including some based in France. 
Although Austin graduated from SCAD in 
July, 2013, his collaboration with Hofstein 
continues today.
Currently residing in New York, Austin is 
developing his career as a cameraman and 
cinematographer. He has been hired for 
many commercials, videos, and feature 
movies. He has recently completed “The 
Leftovers” for HBO, “Spectrum” the movie, 
and a feature film “The Sacrament,” by 
director Ti West. 
Looking back, what does Austin remember 
most about ASP aside from his film work? 
The people – including the names of all of his 
teachers! He also recalls that at the end of 
the school day, he and his fellow students 
would converse with their teachers. “It felt 
like a community that everyone wanted to be 
part of, rather than a place that students 
were eager to leave as soon as the bell rang!” 
He credits the school with teaching and 
valuing students as individuals, encouraging 
each to achieve in their own way. Austin’s 
twin brother Stewart also pursued his 
interests and thrived at ASP. Stewart focused 
on the study of sciences, and is now 
considering a career in medicine.

Austin’s advice to ASP students? “There  
are many options in life. At ASP I was able  
to identify my strengths and develop them.  
I feel all students should take the time to  
do this, and then, as competition can be 
really fierce – be prepared to work really  
hard to realize your dreams!’’

In this issue, meet…
Austin Kite, Class of 2009 

There are many options in life.
At ASP, I was able to identify  

my strengths and develop them.
Austin Kite

T hey say “All roads lead to Rome”, but in the case of ASP alumni, it  
sometimes seems like all roads lead to Houston! In February,  
Claudia Maurer hosted a group of 15 past parents at her home in Houston.  

The guests enjoyed many dessert delights and even toasted the event with  
ASP senior champagne (vintage 2010).
Both parents and students are forever changed by the ASP experience, and 
connections made at ASP remain strong long after people leave Paris. Thank you, 
Claudia, for hosting the event and for keeping the ASP spirit alive in Houston!  
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Lone Star Reunion
ASP  
Past Parents  
Meet Up  
in houston
Houston alumni parents celebrate ASP

In attendance were:  
Betsy Smith,  
Kristi DeRidder,  
Tracy Anderson,  
Lucy Abbas,  
Kim Hodenfield,  
Tracy Grant, Hege Nolop,  
Anita Vajda, Pam Filas,  
Kim Hopkins, Jill Fletcher,  
Margaret Spieldenner,  
Fonda Whittaker,  
Sherri Tayeh and  
Claudia Maurer. 



At ASP, we believe that :
Every person has equal worth.

Individuals are responsible  
for their choices and actions.
We best meet the needs of learners when 
we understand them as individuals.
Through hard work and determination 
individuals can achieve their potential.
Every member of a community  
has the responsibility to contribute  
to the greater good.
Seeking to understand diverse  
cultures, ideas and practices  
enriches a community.
A culture of high expectations and 
striving for excellence leads  
to higher achievement.

Learning is a continuous lifelong endeavor.
Great schools nurture passion, curiosity, 
creativity, self-expression and joy.
Going beyond the familiar  
and taking risks stimulate growth,  
innovation and self-discovery.
In a rapidly changing world, achieving 
excellence demands commitment  
to continuous improvement.
Everyone shares responsibility for  
our global community and environment.

Honesty and integrity are  
central to all we do.

founded 1946

American School of Paris
41, rue Pasteur

92210 Saint Cloud
France

Tel. +33 (0)1 41 12 82 82
Fax +33 (0)1 46 02 23 90

www.asparis.org

Like us on 
Facebook!




