
 

The School Day 
 
School officially opens at 8:45 a.m. with Advisory. It 
is here that attendance is taken and messages are 
delivered.  Most importantly, it is a place where the 
various topics of the advisory program are 
discussed. The IT Lab (Technology Lab) and the 
libraries are generally open both before and after 
school for student use. 

On Tuesdays, we have our weekly Assembly in the 
Performing Arts Center.  Students and teachers 
make their announcements to the community.   

The five academic classes begin right after Advisory:  
English, French, Social Studies, Science, and 
Mathematics.  In addition, there are two daily 50-
minute periods during which students will have, 
depending upon the day and upon their personal 
choices, such as: Art, Band, Ceramics, Computer 
Graphics, Choir, Debate, Digital Animation, Digital 
Music, Ensemble Theater, Robotics, Physical 
Education, and other courses.   

Students are dismissed at 3:30, usually by their 
advisors, and the first run of school buses leaves at 
3:40. 

The weekly Alpha Period is used by each grade-level 
team for diverse purposes.  It most often involves an 
extended Advisory period or grade-based meetings.  
It may also bring the three grades together for 
performing arts presentations, guest speakers, or 
commemorations of special calendar events.   

 

The Values we uphold at ASP 
 
We are a community bound together by the shared 
values of respect, responsibility and honesty.  We 
believe that living by these values creates an 
environment that encourages all of us to reach our 
potential.  

Our Middle School is based on respect for each 
person’s feelings, individuality, cultural identity and 
property. 
 We treat everyone in the community with 

courtesy, kindness and appreciation. 
 We don’t tolerate bullying:  pushing others 

around, threatening them or calling them names, 
excluding them, or picking on someone in order 
to upset them.  Bullying can be either physical or 
through words; it can be done in person, in 
writing or even by cyberbullying. 

 We seek to understand and appreciate the 
different religious traditions within our 
community. 

 We keep our environment clean. We avoid 
eating and drinking in the halls and in the 
computer lab.   

 We refrain from offensive language or name-
calling. 

 We refrain from physical contact that could be, 
or be seen as, threatening or harmful.  We never 
bring to school any item that might be seen as a 
weapon, even if it is appropriate for sporting 
purposes. 

 We refrain from using or possessing alcohol, 
drugs or tobacco. 

 We leave the belongings of others alone, 
whether they are computer files or property.  We 
also respect their privacy. 

Our Middle School is based on responsibility for 
one’s own actions and for the community. 
 We come to class on time. 
 As good citizens, we not only avoid being mean 

and doing harm, we also discourage others from 
doing so.  When we see bad things happen, we 
don’t let it go on—we report it. 

 We take responsibility for the environment:  
minimize the waste of resources. We take care of 
the school’s property. 

 In the hallways, we keep our voices down so 
that we don’t interrupt classes, and we ensure 
safety by not running or roughhousing. 

 We act with pride and dignity, not only in 
school, but also on trips, at performances, at 
sporting events, on the school bus, and at any 
time we are representing ASP. 

 When we are on the internet, we avoid sites that 
aim to show people in negative ways; we only 
access sites which teachers would approve. 

Our Middle School is based upon honesty. 
 We speak openly and truthfully. 
 We understand that dishonesty includes not 

only lying, but also hiding the truth. 
 On tests, we work privately without looking at 

others’ work. 
 We recognize that copying from books, other 

people, or the internet without citing the source 
is plagiarism and is dishonest. 

 We only copy computer software when we have 
the license that allows us to do so.  This also 
means that we don’t copy software onto school 
computers just because we have the right to use 
it at home. 

 When logging on to any site, we use our own 
passwords.  Above all, we do not send messages 
which pretend to be from someone else. 
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What happens if I don’t uphold ASP’s values? 

At ASP: 
 You cannot interfere with your own education or 

with another’s education. 
 You cannot interfere with the teacher’s ability to 

conduct class. 
 You cannot cause emotional or physical damage 

to other people, or cause damage to your 
environment. 

It’s always up to you to choose to do the right thing.  
If you make a poor choice, teachers will take steps to 
get you back on the right track.   

If there are minor issues, a teacher will have a quick 
talk with you about the matter and may also suggest 
that you take “time-out” from class and get yourself 
together.   

If the issue continues to be a problem or if the matter 
is more serious, there are further consequences.  The 
teacher may have you come in for a lunchtime 
conference.  The teacher may tell your advisor about 
the problem and may go further and report it to your 
parents.  Going even further, the matter may be 
reported to the Director.   

Serious disciplinary infractions may result in your 
being suspended from school and/or being placed 
on disciplinary probation for an extended period.  
While on disciplinary probation, a student’s freedom 
to participate in the full range of school activities 
may be limited.  This is a formal warning that a 
student may not be able to continue at the school.   

In case of extreme violations of our values, such as 
threatening the safety of one’s self or others, or when 
serious offenses are repeated, the Director can even 
ask the Head of School to expel a student. 

 If you misuse computers at school, you risk 
having your password taken away and being 
barred from entering the IT Lab. 

 If you write hateful messages on the internet, or 
support others who do, you risk being punished 
at school and you can also be subject to legal 
prosecution. 

 
Middle School Digital Citizenship 
Your teachers will talk with you about Digital 
Citizenship. It is an integral part of our Middle 
School Laptop Program, but it also applies to all 
students and their use of technology both at school 
and at home. 

At the American School of Paris we use the Common 
Sense Media Agreement (from Common Sense Media 
http://www.commonsensemedia.org) as one of the 
foundations of our Middle School Digital 
Citizenship Program. It describes the shared 
understandings we have about how it is appropriate 
to behave when using technology and when we are 
online. We deliberately connect behavior in the 
online or ‘virtual’ world with behavior in the 
physical world as we know that both have real 
consequences for ourselves and for others. 

 

Middle School Students at ASP are expected to 
agree with the following: 

I will keep myself safe. 

 I will not give out any personal information, like 
my age, last name, address or phone number, or 
meet someone I’ve met online, without my parents’ 
permission.  

 I will not put myself at risk by posting or sending 
sexy or naked photos. 

 I will block creepy messages from people I don’t 
know.  

 I will tell my parents or an adult I trust if anything 
happens online that makes me feel uncomfortable, 
upset or sad. 

 I will not share my password with anyone other 
than my parents, even my best friend. 

 I will set privacy controls and discuss with my 
parents when I want to create a social networking 
profile. 

I will think first. 

 I agree that not all TV shows, movies, games, music 
and Web sites are right for me. I will talk to my 
parents if I am not sure what’s appropriate.  

 If my family has rules about ratings, I will follow 
them. 

 I know that not everything I read or see is true, and 
I will think about whether a source is credible. 

 I agree not to download anything or fill out surveys 
without my parents’ permission. 

 I know that the pictures and videos I post online, 
and everything that I write about myself and my 
friends, will likely be online forever. Therefore I 
will not put anything on my profile that I wouldn’t 
want my parents, teachers, college admissions 
officers or future bosses to see. 

I will be a good digital citizen. 

 I agree not to bully anyone online or on my cell 
phone by sending pictures or sharing videos 
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without the permission of the person(s) in the 
photo/video, or by spreading gossip, setting up 
fake profiles or saying cruel things about people. 

 I agree not to use technology to cheat in games or 
on schoolwork.  

 I agree to flag and report content that is 
inappropriate.  

I will keep a healthy balance. 

 Even though I love media, there are other things in 
my life that I’m interested in. So I will help my 
parents set time limits that make sense and then I 
will follow them. 

 I will help my parents understand why media is so 
important to me, but also recognize that my safety 
is more important to them than anything else. 

 
 

The ASP Middle School Digital 
Citizenship Driver’s License 
 

The American School of Paris Digital 
Citizenship Driver’s License describes 18 ‘rules 
of the road’ that students must follow to be 
allowed to participate in our Middle School’s 
laptop program. Students start each term with 
five Digital Citizenship Driver’s License points. 

 A colored card attached to your computer 
indicates the amount of points on your license. 
Your goal is to keep your 5 points - green card, 
throughout the year.   

There are 3 categories of penalty: Carelessness 
-1 point, Disrupting class -3 points, Malicious -
5 points. Depending on the penalty attached 
to breaking a rule, your card will change from 
green: 5pts, to blue: 4pts, yellow: 3pts, orange: 
2pts, pink: 1pt, red: 0 pts. A red card means 
you have lost your license and may not use 
your laptop for one school day. 

 It will be your responsibility to keep track and 
notes of all your classes without your 
computer, and catch up on work that has to be 
transferred to your computer, after that day. It 
is important to remember that some actions 
and repeated inappropriate behaviors will 
have consequences well beyond the loss of 
points, and will be handled accordingly.                                                                                   
  

1. I will come to school with my laptop fully 
charged. (-1point) 

2. I will carry my laptop zipped in its case. (-1) 

3. I will walk (not run) with my laptop. (-1) 

4. I will use my laptop only on steady tables 
and not on my lap. (-1) 

5. I will use my laptop only in classrooms, not 
in the cafeteria, on the field or while travelling 
to and from school. (-1) 

6. I will store my laptop (and any computer 
devices) in an appropriate, safe place. (-1) 

7. If I have a problem with my laptop, I will 
take it to the Help Center as soon as possible. 
(-1) 

8. In class, I will open and close my laptop 
when the teacher instructs me to do so. (-3) 

9. During class, when using any computer 
device, I will use only the applications and 
websites as approved by my teacher. (-3) 

10. I will not chat or send email during classes 
unless instructed by my teacher. (-3) 

11. I will not let anyone else use or borrow my 
laptop unless instructed by the teacher. (-3) 

12. I will not install personal games or 
applications on my laptop without special 
approval. (-5) 

13. I will not re-configure or change the 
settings of someone else’s computer. (-5) 

14. I will not use anybody else’s password to 
gain access to their private information or 
accounts. (-5) 

15. I will not willfully delete someone else’s 
work or photos when working with others on 
a shared document. (-5) 

16. I will not engage in cyber bullying, either 
actively or passively.  (-5) 

17. I will not cheat or plagiarize. (-5) 

18. I will not post videos or photos of anyone 
without his/her permission. (-5) 

 

 
The Advisory System 
 
The advisory system is the heart of ASP's Middle 
School.  The advisor is a teacher who works with a 
group of 12-15 students throughout the year in 
homeroom and who serves a variety of roles: 
 to get to know you especially well; 
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 to be a person you can turn to in case of 
difficulty; 

 to help you to become fully a part of the school; 
 to foster self-esteem and positive social 

relationships, especially within your advisory 
group; 

 to follow your progress by keeping in contact 
with the other teachers; 

 to work with the other teachers to help you if 
you are having academic or social problems; 

 to be the key link between all the teachers and 
your parents; 

 to help you to develop good social skills, such as 
learning to make friends, deal with frustration, 
and resolve conflict; 

 to help you to learn to deal with your emotions 
and problems of maturing, formulating values, 
and making decisions; 

 to create a better understanding of the world we 
live in by discussing current problems;  

 to help you to become a better student, develop 
good study habits, prepare for tests, and 
organize your time; 

 to inspire you to develop a sense of 
responsibility for the school community and the 
global community. 

In September, advisors and advisees take an 
Outward Bound team-building trip together.  The 
sixth graders spend four nights in the Savoie region 
of the French Alps while the seventh and eighth 
graders spend seven nights at Ullswater in the 
rugged Lake District of northern England. By the 
end of the week, no student is ‘new’ to the Middle 
School. 

 

The Extra-Curricular Program 
  
Many different extra-curricular activities take place 
either at lunchtime or after school.  The lunchtime 
activities meet from 11:30 to 12:10; students 
generally bring their lunch with them from home on 
these days. 

The late buses are available for students involved in 
extra-curricular activities, as long as they are regular 
riders of the ASP buses. The buses in this limited 
service leave the campus at 5:15 and 6:15. 

Lunchtime and after-school activities  

The Art Club is open weekly for those who want even 
more art time than they get in their regular art 
classes.  

Debate Club helps students learn to express and 
defend opinions effectively and persuade the judges 

and audience. This club promotes public speaking 
techniques and while debating fun, interesting and 
intriguing topics. 

The Green Team meets weekly to remind us to 
encourage and focus our community efforts to 
reduce, reuse and recycle. 

Lunch in the Library meets weekly in the Lower 
School Library. Students enjoy their lunch while 
reading a book or magazine or joining a roundtable 
discussion about good books.  

Homework Club meets twice weekly after school.  It’s 
a quiet place to do work and get some extra help. 

Math Counts is in inter-school competitive 
mathematics program.  Students meet once or twice 
a week through the first half of the year in order to 
prepare.  They practice solving challenging problems 
both individually and as team members.   

Model United Nations club meets weekly to role-play 
and debate international issues, leading to possible 
participation in conferences with other schools.  

The MS Musical is a major event in our school 
community.  Rehearsals and production take place 
in the spring preparing for performances in the PAC. 

The String Ensemble meets weekly for players of the 
violin and related instruments to work together 
under the leadership of a strings teacher. 

The Student Council plays a central role in the life of 
the Middle School.  It coordinates numerous 
activities throughout the year that serve the school 
community as well as the wider world.  Its major 
annual fundraising event, the Walkathon, is held 
each spring.  It leads the students in choosing the 
charitable organizations that will benefit from this 
and other activities.  In addition, it organizes three 
dances a year and is also the main link between the 
student body and the administration of the school.  

MS/US Yearbook Club members write, design and 
edit the section of the annual ASP yearbook devoted 
to the Middle School. Students will be taking 
pictures and creating pages for the 2014 2015 
publication. 
 
Middle School Intramural Sports Program. 

Middle School Intramural Sports change each of the 
three trimesters.  Examples include basketball, 
soccer, and cross-country running, track and field, 
and softball.  These meet after school, usually ending 
by 5:00 p.m. 
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Upper School Athletics Program 

Junior Varsity sports teams, under the sponsorship 
of the Upper School Athletics Department, are open 
to certain eligible Middle School students. These 
teams require several afternoons of training each 
week, often until 6:30 p.m., along with weekend 
matches against other schools.  The seasons end with 
participation in the International Schools Sports 
Tournaments (ISST’s).   

Seventh grade students may be authorized to join 
Cross-country, Swimming, and Track and Field. 
However, they are not permitted to participate in 
competitions that require absence from school.  With 
teacher approval they may be able to join the teams 
that compete at the ISST tournaments at the end of 
each season.   

In the eighth grade, students may participate fully in 
all Upper School athletics if they are in good 
academic standing.   

Because all of this requires a considerable time 
commitment, Middle School students can participate only 
if they get permission from their teachers before the start 
of each season.  In making their decisions, teachers 
consider the academic standing of the students, the 
possible stress that the students may be facing, and 
the appropriateness of the social pressures that the 
students may be under.  

During the season, students must keep up with their 
academic responsibilities. Before missing classes for 
an athletic or extra-curricular event, students will be 
asked to gather signatures on permission slips from 
their teachers and advisors indicating that they are 
in good academic standing and able to participate in 
the upcoming event.  

Saturday Sports 

ASP’s parents run a Saturday soccer and basketball 
program here on our campus.  It’s open to all our 
students during the school year. 

 
 
Middle School Support Services 
 

The Middle School Counselor 

The Counselor, Anthony Suzzi Valli , supports 
students and families in a variety of special roles.  
These include: 
 meeting with you or with a small group to 

discuss personal concerns; 
 providing guidance to families concerning your 

development, either intellectually, socially, or in 
any other way; 

 referring families to professional tutors in cases 
where you may need extra support. 

The Learning Support teachers 

When students have a special need that makes it 
harder for them to succeed in their school work, they 
may get special skills classes from these teachers. 

The EAL teachers 

Only half of ASP’s students speak English as their 
mother tongue.  When the other half are still in the 
earlier stages of learning the language get support 
from teachers of English as an Additional Language. 

The Middle School Secretary 

Patricia Connor is responsible for reporting on 
student absences, taking parent requests for 
conferences, recording late arrivals and early 
departures. 

Parents may call Tricia and ask her to give you a 
message, but this should only be done if the matter 
is urgent.  

The School Nurse 

The School Nurses are present until 5:00 p.m.  If you 
ever have to take a medication, whether prescription 
or over-the-counter, it must be kept in the Nurse’s 
Office.  

If you feel ill during the school day, your teacher at 
the time can send you to the Nurse.  Once you have 
recovered, the Nurse will give you a note and send 
you back to class.  If necessary, she can call a doctor, 
or call your parents and ask them to come and pick 
you up.  

If you need the Nurse and she is away from the 
Infirmary, you should go the Middle School Office.  
There is a medical kit there that has band-aids and 
other minor supplies. 

 

 
Practical Information 
 
Lockers and personal belongings 

Middle School students are expected to be 
responsible for their belongings and to keep them 
safely in their lockers. Your name should be marked 
on your wallet, calculator, and other personal items  

During the day, you should use your locker to store 
your extra books, jackets, cell phone and P.E. gear.  
Before students go to P.E. classes, they should store 
their valuables in their lockers rather than leaving 
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them unattended in the changing rooms. 

Should I bring valuable items to school? 
Students should leave valuable personal items at 
home. Gaming devices, expensive headphones, 
music devices, personal laptops, tablets, for example, 
should not be brought to school. 
 
Students have specific expectations for their 1-2-1 
program laptops and should follow those 
expectations.  
 

The Cafeteria 

You are free to bring your lunch from home every 
day or else to buy whatever you like in the Cafeteria 
using your Cafeteria card.  You can eat lunch either 
in the Cafeteria or at the picnic tables on the lower 
terrace. 

If you are staying after school for sports or activities, 
you can get a snack at the Cafeteria first, as it’s open 
until 4:00 pm.   

The libraries 

Middle School students can use two different 
libraries: sixth and seventh graders generally use La 
Bibliothèque and eighth graders generally use the 
Upper School Library.   

Both libraries have a wide variety of suitable 
literature and non-fiction.  Both also have fine 
reference facilities, including internet access.  Daily 
newspapers and periodicals are on hand and 
librarians are available to assist students.   

 

Middle School Policies 
 
What should my parents do if I am absent? 

Your parents are asked to let us know about this by 
the start of school in the morning, explain the reason 
for the absence, and tell us how long they expect that 
you will be out.  Your parents should call Tricia: 
01.41.12.82.74 or e-mail her tconnor@asparis.fr 

What should I do if I’m absent? 

It is your responsibility to call a classmate and find 
out what work you have missed. 

Please do your best not to be absent! You can never 
really make up for classes that you miss, since so 
much of what you learn takes place in the classroom, 
and is not just from books.  Teachers cannot make up 
for missed classes.   

How many times may I be absent? 

Having more than five unexcused absences per term is 
considered excessive.  If you are absent more than this, 
you may receive no report card grades for that term.  

The Director will excuse absences in the following 
circumstances. 

 You are excused if you are absent for one or two 
days due to illness and your parents have 
notified the school about this.   

 You are excused if you are absent due to 
extenuating family circumstances and your 
parents explain this to the Director.   

 You are excused if you are on a school-
sponsored trip.  

What do I do if I arrive late or leave early? 

You should be in you Advisory room by 8:50.  If you 
arrive late (after 9:00), you should sign in on the 
sheet on Tricia’s desk. 

For special medical or dental treatment, your parents 
are urged to make such appointments for times after 
4:00.  If you are being picked up during the school 
day for an appointment, your parents are asked to 
notify the Middle School Office by phone or email, 
explaining that you need to leave early. You must 
sign yourself out at the Middle School Office and 
obtain an Exit Pass which will allow you to exit past 
the gate guard.  

Is there a dress code? 

Students are asked to be neat and to dress modestly.  

 Clothing should not expose midriffs -a good 
measure is to check that the bottom of your 
top covers the top of your bottom when you 
raise your hands.  

 Clothing should not be worn to expose 
undergarments- a good measure is two-
fingers width for tank tops.  

 Shorts and skirts should be an appropriate  
length- a good measure is your shorts or 
skirt length meets your fingertips. 

 Clothing or accessories may not display 
offensive or inappropriate language.  

 No garments promoting alcohol or illegal 
products will be allowed.  

 Hats should not be worn indoors. 
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 If your outfit does not meet expectations, your 
teacher or advisor will speak with you. Students 
may be asked to adjust their outfit or change their 
clothes. Repeated offenses could result in a meeting 
with parents.  

What do I do with my Agenda? 

An Agenda is given to all Middle School students at 
the beginning of the year.  In it, you record your 
homework assignments, and your advisor may 
check it at the end of the day.    

What should I do if I forget my homework? 

Students sometimes call their parents to ask them to 
make a special trip to school with forgotten lunch or 
with a homework assignment left behind.  We 
discourage this, however, as we expect you to take 
responsibility for yourself.   If you forget lunch or 
lunch money—we all get by with a little help from 
our friends—and you should ask your advisor’s 
advice if there is a problem. 

May I stay after school? 

You may remain at school after 3:40 if you are a 
member of an organized school activity.  If you wish 
to remain on campus for other valid reasons (e.g., 
working with a teacher, doing research in one of the 
libraries, working in the IT Lab, or attending a sports 
game) you are permitted to do so if you have signed-
in on Tricia’s desk, indicating where you will be.   

You may not stay after school simply for social 
reasons, and you may not stay in classrooms unless 
you are being supervised by a teacher. 

Can I use the phone in the Office? 

Tricia will always let you call home from the Office 
phone. 

When Can I use my cell phone?  
You may use your cell phone only before and after 
your school day and during lunch period. Your 
phone should be turned off and in your locker 
during the school day unless your teacher gives 
approval to use your phone for a specific purpose in 
class (camera, calculator, etc.). If your phone rings 
during class time, your phone may be taken and 
held in the office until the end of the day. If it 
happens a second time, your parent will be notified.  
 
May I bring a guest to school? 

At times, you may wish to invite a friend to spend a 
day with you at ASP.  In such cases, your parents are 
asked to write to the Director at least two days in 
advance and to provide contact information for your 
guest. You will usually get permission to do this as 
long as you are in good academic standing, and if 

the visit does not interfere with any classes.   

To get permission to bring a guest to school, pick up 
a permission form from the MS Office and have each 
teacher and your counselor sign the form.  

Guests are not permitted to attend our off-campus 
trips, nor may you invite guests to our school 
dances.  

Who should I turn to if I’m upset? 

You could begin by talking to your advisor, but you 
can also turn to the Counselor, other teachers and 
even to the Director. 

What are the bus rules? 

Students must safely wait for the bus on the 
sidewalk and board the bus in an orderly manner.  

Once the horn sounds at 3:40, you should 
immediately board the bus.  

You should:  stay seated and keep your seat belt 
fastened; respect what the bus monitors and drivers 
tell you; behave and use language in ways that are 
appropriate for school. Please do not eat or drink 
(other than water) on the bus. 

Bus monitors are asked to report to the Director 
when students are not behaving properly.  If there 
are repeated reports or any serious misbehavior, 
students may be suspended from using the bus. 

 

What do I do if I lose my Cafeteria card? 

Stop by the Admissions Office or write them an e-
mail to tell them about this.  They will create a new 
card for you quickly, but there is a €10 fee. 

How do I connect to the ASP network? 

When you first enter the Middle School, you get a 
password for internet and network access.  Once you 
are logged in to one of your teacher’s classes on the 
Poodle network, you will use your ASP e-mail 
address to upload or download assignments.  Keep 
in mind that whenever you access the net from 
school, your web activities are recorded.    

 

How Student Work is Evaluated 
Your achievement in the academic subjects (English, 
French, Social Studies, Science, and Mathematics) is 
evaluated in a variety of ways.   

The most important factor is whether you have 
mastered the required knowledge and skills. This is 
measured by:  oral work, written work (coursework, 
essays, problem-solving, tests, projects, etc.), and 
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practical work (use of an apparatus, recording of 
changes, identification of a problem, construction of 
a hypothesis, evaluation and analysis, or forming 
conclusions). However, other criteria may include 
creativity, personal initiative, and class participation, 
completion of homework assignments, and 
punctuality in submitting assignments.  

Teachers evaluate how well you have worked 
independently, as well as how well you have 
worked cooperatively with your classmates.   

Self-evaluation 

Teachers will guide you in evaluating your own 
progress during the year.  The goals are:   
 that you understand your personal learning 

style, including your strengths and weaknesses;  
 that at the end of each term, you look both 

backwards and forwards by assessing how well 
you have met their past goals and by setting new 
ones;  

 that you set goals that are appropriate for your 
individual ability and needs; and  

 that you take personal responsibility for meeting 
these goals.   

The marking system 

The marking system is based on a system of letter 
grades: A = you consistently meet the standards; B = 
you usually meet the standards;  C = you sometimes 
meet the standards; D = you rarely meet the 
standards; F = you fail to meet the minimum 
requirements.  For each of these letters, teachers may 
add a + or - to indicate where you stand within the 
band.   

Report cards 

Report cards are issued for each subject at the end of 
each of the three terms.  These give an achievement 
grade (A, B, C, D, F) along with information showing 
how well you met the standards for each course.  
Finally, they also include comments from each of 
your teachers on how well you have done.  

Online Grading System 

All grades and report cards are available online. 
Students are encouraged to monitor assignments, 
grades and progress toward their goals throughout 
the trimester by using the online grading system.  

Standardized tests 

Standardized tests are taken in the fall and again in 
the spring: the MAP Test, Measures of Academic 
Progress, developed by Northwest Evaluation 
Association.  MAP Tests are taken online.  These 
tests measure your individual growth and 
achievement in mathematics, reading and science. 

Academic probation 

A student may be placed on Academic Probation if 
there is a report card grade of F or if there are two 
grades of D+ or below.  Probation is a serious 
warning.  If a student remains on academic 
probation for more than one term, he is in danger of 
not being promoted to the next grade, or of not being 
invited back to ASP. 

End-of-year awards 

Awards are given at the end-of-year closing 
ceremonies.  These include: 
 The Academic Excellence Awards—to the student 

in each grade with the highest average grade in 
the five academic subjects; 

 The Service Award— to the student who best 
demonstrates the qualities of dependability, 
generosity, initiative, and commitment to the 
group, and  

 The Director’s Award—to the student who has 
strived to excel in every aspect of the MS 
program:  academic, sporting and the arts. 

 The Perseverance Award- to the student who has 
worked hard and made great strides in their 
personal growth and learning.  
 

 

How Teachers contact Parents 
 
For a student to be successful, parents and teachers 
need to be working in harmony.  We try to promote 
good communication in various ways. 
 The Middle School Open House evening, early in 

September, is when the teachers introduce all 
aspects of the program to the parents. 

 Progress Reports are sometimes written from 
individual teachers to parents.  All during the 
year, teachers are asked to send a report if a 
student’s grade in a course has slumped to C- or 
below, but they will also send a report if there is 
any matter that they wish to bring to a family’s 
attention.  

 Parent-Teacher Conference Day is in October.  
Parents will meet with your Advisor to discuss 
your progress in every part of school life.   

 Report Cards are issued for each of the three 
terms a year:  in early December, in mid-March, 
and a week after the close of school.  

 The Middle School Newsletter is sent to parents by 
e-mail most Fridays.  

 
 
I understand what ASP expects of me and I promise to uphold the 
values of my school community. 
 
…………………………..………..….. 
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Student’s signature 
 
…………………………….………….. 
Parent’s signature 
 
……………………………..…………. 
Advisor’s signature   
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