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Our School’s Mission: 
 
The American School of Paris is a vibrant, international, family-oriented community. Our mission is to inspire and 
prepare every student to achieve personal and academic excellence as an engaged global citizen by providing a 
challenging, innovative program within a compassionate environment. 
 
 

Our Key Beliefs: 
 

 Our commitment: knowing every student. We best meet the needs of learners when we understand them as 
individuals- our approach to learning is personalized 

 Great schools nurture passion, curiosity, self-expression and joy 
 Going beyond the familiar and taking risks stimulate growth, innovation and self-discovery 
 We work together with students, parents, teachers, counselors, administrators and health professionals to 

support student growth 
 We set and measure goals relative to student strengths, interests, needs and present level of performance 
 We embrace diversity and use these to help students reach their personal and academic goals  
 We use a three-tiered model in order to reach a maximum number of learner and teacher needs  
 We engage in ongoing professional development to keep current with evidence-based best practices in our field 

 
 

Organization of Support Services 
 within a three-tiered model: 
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Who we can serve: 
 
ASP is a college preparatory program that serves students with a diversity of documented mild learning differences. 
Students enrolled can be successful in our mainstream classrooms with a service delivery model of consultations, 
instructional accommodations, in-class assistance, small group instruction or specially-designed instruction.  
 
Skills targeted in specialized instructional settings include, but are not limited to: reading, writing, editing, core-content 
instruction, time-management, organization, study skills and learning strategies. 
 
Students must be able to meet curricular standards of their respective grade levels and graduate within the existing 
diploma options given the support systems available to them (refer to the Organization of Support Services diagram). 
 
What are mild learning disabilities? 
 
Learning disabilities are specific impairments that impact information acquisition, processing, comprehension, 
organization, memory recall or use. They can affect expressive language-oral or written, reading, mathematical skills, 
coordination, as well as social or emotional interactions.  
 
ASP is not able to serve students with moderate or severe disabilities (having significant developmental delays) or 
students with significant conduct, communicative or emotional difficulties.  
 
Determining eligibility 
 
The decision as to whether a student is eligible to participate in Learning Support Program sessions (Tier 3) or is eligible 
for accommodations is made by a team of professionals within each school division. Assessments and comprehensive 
psycho-educational documentation are necessary for informed decision-making. This testing is conducted by 
professionals outside of ASP. Typical assessments include cognitive and academic tests. Full and honest disclosure is 
necessary for the admission stage and determines student success. 
 
Typical accommodations offered to students with mild learning differences 
                                                            
Accommodations enable a student to access and demonstrate learning- with respect to individual differences.  

 Scheduling (class selection) 

 Timing (extended time on class-based assessments) 

 Teaching and learning methods (visual, auditory, kinesthetic)  

 Classroom or testing setting (small group testing, rest breaks) 

 Response (use of assistive technology) 
 
 

Application and program processes 
 
For students having been previously diagnosed with a learning difference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Admissions 

file 

Admissions 

office 

Appropriate 

division 

Complete with- but not limited to: 
 Psycho-educational testing 

(within the last three years; 
including cognitive and academic 
achievement components 
indicating a learning difference) 

 Most recent therapists reports 
(OT, PT…) 

 Student records 
 Academic or English Language 

Achievement testing 

If testing is not within 
three years: 
 
The admissions office 
will request updated 
psycho-educational 
information 

o Contact with the previous 
school and support services 
to clarify information in the 
admissions file 

 
o Enrollment decisions based 

on whether appropriate 
services can be provided 

If appropriate services can be provided: 
 
1. Support services necessary to the students’ 
success at ASP are determined (Learning 
Support services, EAL, Counseling, Speech 
and Language or OT referrals) 
 
2. Meetings are organized with the student 
and his/her family in order to discuss 
programs, expectations and scheduling 

If appropriate services cannot be provided: 
 
ASP will provide, if applicable, a list of 
possible alternative programs better suited to 
the student’s needs outside of ASP  



 
Full disclosure insures a successful start! 
 
Struggling students 

 
In the case of struggling students, support services are available to all students (counseling, academic support, teacher 
support).  
 
However if a student continues to struggle despite action plans, and where there is no history of psychometric testing 
yet a learning difference is suspected, the school may refer a student to professionals for an assessment. 
 
Such testing may also be required as a condition for admission or re-enrollment.  
 
A continuing partnership 
 
Should a student be identified as needing more significant support than that of a student with a mild learning difference 
while enrolled at ASP, the family will be assisted, if applicable, in finding a program outside of ASP to meet the student’s 
needs. 
 
Entering the Learning Support Program 
 
The entrance into the Learning Support program is based upon student’s psycho-educational needs- as attested by 
documented learning differences. It is also based on availability (the programs tend to fill up quickly). 
 
Exiting the Learning Support Program 
 
Transitioning out of the program is monitored. 
 
Students who exit the program have demonstrated the ability to achieve their personal and academic goals 
independently using compensatory strategies learned in the program (self-awareness, advocacy skills…) 
 
 

Therapies and resources: 
 
Independent specialists provide targeted therapeutic interventions on site, outside of the school day: 

 Speech and Language Therapy 
 Occupational Therapy 

 
Please contact the divisions support services for information concerning these specialists. 
 
We consider such interventions as fundamental within a balanced program for students who require such support.  
 
Referrals to professionals in the Paris area are also available to ASP families.  
 
 
 


