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Overview

 Documents you need to carry with you

 Getting your EU driver’s license

 Practical information for the road



Documents

1. Carte Grise (registration document) 

2. Insurance documentation and window sticker

3. Drivers license (permis de conduire)

4. Constat Aimable (accident report sheet) 

5. Technical Control (safety inspection 

sticker)…req’d on cars over 4 years old 

 You can be fined for not carrying the first 

three in the car with you.



Car Registration -"Carte Grise"

 The car must be registered in 

arrondissement/department where you 

live

 You must have a car title in order to 

register your car.

 Dealers will help you with the paperwork or 

if you buy from an individual you must take 

the bill of sale and the existing carte grise to 

the prefecture



Insurance documentation

 You need to identify an insurance agent with whom to 
arrange coverage.  The agent will require the Carte Grise 
or your original registration documents and a copy of your 
driver’s license (home country or EU). You must have auto 
insurance.

 Insurance is renewed annually.  You receive a certificate 
for the car as well as a small sticker (typically green) with 
information on the insurance provider, policy number, etc 
which you place in the bottom right hand corner of your 
car’s windshield

 It is recommended that the Carte Grise not be left in the car 
but carried on your person.



Automobile Accident Report - "Constat 

Amiable"

 Your car insurance company provides copies of the constat aimable form (available 

in English).

 Keep a pen and constat in your car's glove compartment

 In case of an accident you and the other person involved fill out the report with 

details of where, how, etc., including diagrams of the accident location and damages 

to each car. Both parties must sign and forward a copy to their respective insurance 

companies.

 The document is divided into 2 identical halves so that each party can provide their 

own explanation and diagrams of what happened.

 The document is a carbon form so that each party has a copy to send to their 

insurance company. 

 Important Notes:

 If you are not sure that the information is correct, do not sign. 

 Be sure to get all the information about the other driver (name, address, driver's license 

number, carte grise number, insurance company name and address). 

 The constat must be sent to your insurance company within 24 hours. The 

companies involved settle the claim. The police are not called unless someone is 

injured. 



Getting your EU Driver’s License Permis 

de Conduire

1. How long can you drive with your 

existing home country license? 

2. The written test 

3. The driving test

4. Driving schools



How long can you drive with your 

existing home country license?

 If you’re a tourist, your home country license and an int’l driving permit 
are valid.  These documents are also valid if you are a resident within 
one year of the date on your Carte de Sejour.

 After one year, to drive legally and to continue coverage with your 
insurance company, you must have a French driver’s license 

 Do I have to get an EU license?

 If you hold a drivers license from another E.U. country, you can drive 
with that

 And, some Canadian provinces (Quebec, New Brunswick, Ontario, 
and Newfoundland) and some U.S. States have reciprocal 
agreements with France which allow you to exchange your license 
for a French one.  The U.S. States include:  Connecticut, Illinois, 
Kansas,  Michigan, New Hampshire, South Carolina, Florida, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and 
Kentucky.

 If you don’t fall into the two categories listed above, then you need to 
obtain a French drivers license where you must study and pass both 
a written and behind the wheel driving test.



The Written Test

 You sit in front of a slide show which is 

basically a picture of a scene outside of 

a windshield of a car.

 Consists of 40 multiple choice questions 

in French.  The school will provide a 

translator who will read the questions 

and possible answers in English.



The Driving Test

 Once you pass the written exam, you then 

take at least four hours of behind the wheel 

training, and then you take a driving exam with 

a French examiner.

 You drive around for about 30 minutes, 

perform two maneuvers (e.g., parallel parking), 

and answer two basic questions about the 

inside and outside of the car (e.g., show where 

the hazard lights are).



Driving School (in English)

 Driving Schools:  Three “English 

speaking” schools are listed on the U.S 

Embassy website.

 Fehrenbach Driving School is the 

nearest one in Suresnes (about 10-15 

minutes north of school)







New law for October 2008

 Must carry a safety vest in your car in case of an emergency

 Safety vest has to be put on in case of emergency along side the 
road before you exist the car (so you cannot keep the vest in the 
trunk/boot)

 Emergency triangle must be displayed behind the car, warning 
oncoming traffic of situation, at least 30 meters from the car

 90- 135 Euro fines from Oct 1 if the vehicle does not have a vest 
and emergency triangle



Other Hints

 When in doubt, priority to the right

 Children under 11 must ride in the back seat

 Cell phones must be hands free 

 All occupants must wear seatbelts.  Responsibility of driver for 
passengers under 18.

 No right turns on RED (unless flashing arrow)

 Yellow Lights turn RED much quicker than in the States, and 
mean STOP!



Parking

 Ramps – take ticket and keep on your person.  

Pay at kiosk before returning to car.

 Streets – free, payant, or disc

 Disc – limited free time (usually blue lined)

 Payant – pay with coins or moneo or carte de 

stationnement and put slip on car dash

 No parking on yellow lines

 Watch for signs of alternate days or weeks (see 

handout)


