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A Word from the  
Head of School

 The 104 members of the class 
come from 31 countries.

 27 of them have siblings who are 
also ASP graduates.

 102 of the 104 students have been 
accepted and are matriculating  
to a college or university destination, 
with the remaining two leaving  
for mandatory military service prior 
to taking their next academic step.

 24 graduates are Advanced 
Placement Scholar candidates.

 Overall 91% of these graduates 
have participated in IB/AP external 
examinations.

 Just shy of 40% of International 
Baccalaureate diploma students are 
also participating in the bilingual  
IB diploma.

 This year’s graduating class has 
obtained an extraordinary  
university admissions standing with 
a 48% acceptance rate into the most 
competitive colleges in America. 
16% of the class have been admitted 
to competitive Colleges and 
Universities in the United Kingdom 
and Europe.  
10% of the class are attending 
Canadian universities. 

College CHOICE is a critical 
indicator as we prepare our students 
for their next academic challenge. 
 98% of this year’s graduating  

class received acceptance from  
at least one of their personal top 
three university choices.

The quality of our student 
publications and devotion to  
the written word are hallmarks  
of this class as well. 
There is overflowing talent, 
keen academic interest and also 
a quest for the wholeness of 
learning.
 27% are going to Science, 

Technology and Engineering 
programs worldwide, with an even 
split between men and women. 

 23% are going to Business schools 
worldwide.

 29% were admitted to Social 
Science and Humanities programs.

 98% of this graduating class 
competed on sports teams, 
Model United Nations and service 
organizations. 

My heartfelt congratulations  
to each and every graduate. 
You have now become alumni 
of ASP bringing honor to your 
family, to our ASP community 
and to your fellow ASP students.
We have every reason to admire 
you and your achievements. 
Now be good to your word, your 
work, yourself and your friends. 

Fondly, 
Mark E. Ulfers 
Head of School

 Commencement
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Our school’s mission is to inspire and prepare 
our students to achieve personal and academic 
excellence.
The class of 2013 has raised the bar on this 

aspiration in so many ways. Let me share with you below 
some highlights from this outstanding group of students:

Thank You, Lis Seeley
The moment had a special 

meaning on Saturday,  
June 15 as Board of Trustee 
President Lis Seeley addressed 
the Class of 2013.  
After seven years of service  
on the Board of Trustees, six  
of which as President, she is 
stepping down.

Lis Seeley will go down in ASP 
history as a magnificent Chair  
in a challenging and defining 
period for our school. An example 
of her leadership and drive is  
the fact that it is her signature on 
the deed of sale for this campus, 
purchased from the French State 
on December 14, 2011. 
We owe Lis our gratitude for 
tireless devotion and consummate 
skill in both managing and 
leading the Board of Trustees 
and ASP during a period of 
momentous change.



A Word from the  
Head of School

This issue of the ASPect is dedicated to the Class of 2013. Graduation is a 
significant event in the life of a student. It marks the completion of studies 
and it concludes with a farewell ceremony known as commencement. Those 
who are graduating may feel that this moment implies the end — the end 
of a definitive high school experience. But it’s not called termination. To 
commence is to begin — to start something new, to enter new terrain, to 
launch a new chapter. Congratulations ASP graduates and as the French 
say, bonne continuation!
Renée Bélec Communications Manager

Congratulations to the class of 2013 and all the faculty, sta! and parents 
who helped them along the way. We created this edition of the ASPect 
magazine to provide an insight into the experiences of the graduating 
class. These students are more than up to the challenge. As we spoke to 
them we saw how ambitious and excited they all are to apply their talents 
to succeeding in wherever life may take them. Well done and good luck!
Karena Viehbacher Communications Intern

founded 1946

Editors’ Notes
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Living Our Mission
Sharing Our Beliefs
The American School of Paris is a vibrant, 
international, family-oriented community.
Our mission is to inspire and prepare every 
student to achieve personal and academic 
excellence as an engaged global citizen by 
providing a challenging, innovative program 
within a compassionate environment.

Seeking to understand diverse 
cultures, ideas and practices enriches 
a community.

Great schools nurture passion, curiosity, 
creativity, self-expression and joy.

A culture of high expectations  
and striving for excellence leads to 
higher achievement.

Individuals are responsible  
for their choices and actions.

Honesty and 
integrity  
are central to 
all we do.

We best  
meet the 
needs of 
learners  
when we 
understand 
them as 
individuals.

Every person  
has equal worth.

Going beyond the familiar and 
taking risks stimulates growth, 
innovation and self-discovery.
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In a rapidly 
changing world, 
achieving 
excellence 
demands 
commitment 
to continuous 
improvement.

Everyone 
shares 
responsibility 
for our  
global 
community 
and 
environment.



31 
Number of nationalities 

represented in our  
graduating class

49 
Number of students attending 

top competitive universities

98% 
of graduates accepted  

to at least one of their top 
three university choices

62% 
of the class will be attending 
university in North America

16% 
of the class will be attending 

university in the  
United Kingdom and Europe

48%
of graduates going to science, 

technology or engineering 
schools are female

98% 
participated in clubs, sports 

and afterschool activities

42 
Number of IB candidates  

in the class of 2013

24 
Number of candidates  

for AP Scholar  
(3 or more exams with  
a score of 3 or better) 

66%
of the class pursued  

an advanced high school 
degree, while over 

90% 
participated in at least  
one honors-level course

29%
of students admitted  
to Social Science and 
Humanities Programs

74
Number of Grade 8  
students promoted  

to Upper School!

1000 
Number of treats served  

by the senior parent group

5

104 Number of graduating seniors

Through  
hard work and 
determination 
individuals  
can achieve 
their potential.

Learning is  
a continuous 
lifelong 
endeavor.

Every member  
of a community 
has the 
responsibility  
to contribute 
to the greater 
good.

ASP by the Numbers



Middle 
School
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Reflections from the  Middle School

A whole year has past  
and so much has been 
accomplished. It feels like 

only yesterday when we were 
anxiously walking into our 8th grade 
advisory for the very first time.
Together we navigated through  
a long year of learning, sprinkled 
with a few hardships but more 
importantly filled with fun  
and new adventures. Starting  
with Outward Bound, we went  
out of our comfort zone, 
conquering fears, and building  
an unforgettable bond with  
our advisory. Remember Verdun, 
walking through the trenches; 
Normandy visiting the U.S. 
cemetery and filling in the packet; 
Provence, getting raided by water 
balloons by all the teachers or 
jumping in the freezing cold pool. 
All of these experiences brought 
us closer together as one big class.
Together we’ve been through 
many obstacles but many funny 
moments, too. 

Remember the magical kingdom 
and getting sent to the dark forest 
with Ms. Smith; or filling in  
those problems of the week for  
Ms. Rockwell; Ms. Trudeau always 
relating math through real life 
situations; painting the Mexican 
Murals with Mr. Herch; Mr Scanlon 
and all the great projects and 
discussions we had in class about 
world issues or filling in the 
journals for Provence with 
Madame Doyle and Madame Roy?
Together we have come together 
and worked for a cause: the 
development in the Jyoti School  
in Rishikesh, India. We organized 
three dances, held a Halloween 
bake sale, and most importantly, 
put our best foot forward at  
the Walk-a-Thon, raising a total  
of 22,000 euros.

Together we’ve arrived at the  
end of the school year – a bit taller, 
wiser, more confident and so  
ready to celebrate our promotion.  
Our parents are proud of us and 
we should be proud of ourselves. 
And, our teachers… well, they just 
might miss our great personalities! 
Finally the time has come.  
We must move on and take a step 
forward. But first, we must say 
thank you. To the amazing faculty 
who has been there for us every 
step of the way, filling our brains 
with knowledge, to our parents for 
supporting us and making things 
possible, and to Ms. Miner and 
Chantal for fixing our problems! 
The good news is 
that WE ARE 
READY! Upper 
School here we 
come. This is our 
time, 8th graders, 
so let’s make  
the best of it! 

Milo Lignel
2012-13  

Middle School  
Student Council  

President

7
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Sara Venkatraman  
Carnegie Mellon

I have a clear idea of where I want to go. I definitely want to 
study statistics and computer science and I’m even considering 
physics. ASP teachers have helped me explore and pursue  
my interests, which I think is unusual for a high school.  
It was helpful being able to talk with teachers after class, and 

discuss di!erent ways  
of doing projects. 
Enthusiasm from teachers 
makes a di!erence in the 
students’ learning. The 
passion teachers have for 
their subjects unavoidably 
transfers to the students.  
My teachers were personally 
involved in the intellectual 
development of their students. 
I like ASP’s small community, 
it sponsors an intellectual 
atmosphere that I’m thankful 
for and it’s something that I 
looked to find when applying 
to colleges. 

Sofia Park 
Columbia University

ASP has been a vital part of my application process and I 
especially would like to thank Madame Vincens and Ms. Lowe. 
Their systematic approach has helped me organize my priorities, 
narrow my focus, and most importantly, keep on top of the 
convoluted matrix called the college application process.  
I will be heading to Columbia 
University next fall, and it is 
because of these two wonderful 
college counselors and the 
supporting environment 
fostered in the ASP community 
that I will be able to attend 
such a marvelous school. I have 
no idea what I will be doing ten 
years from now, but I think 
that’s a good thing – it gives 
me room to explore and follow 
my passions. ASP prepared me 
well for the next phase of my 
academic career. College is the 
tool that will help me achieve 
my goals. I feel ready to step 
into a new world. 

Erlend Bjørklund
McGill University

ASP provides the best college 
counseling I could ever ask for. 
I originally wanted to pursue 
engineering, but after learning 
from experienced professionals, 
and with the personal guidance 
of my teachers and counselor, 
I found what I truly wanted 
to pursue was economics and 
development studies at McGill 
University. I am excited to dive 
into new opportunities and 
experiences that will parallel 
those I have had during my  
time at ASP. 
When surrounded by such a 
motivated student body and 
passionate faculty, every 
student is privileged with the 
opportunity to explore multiple 
areas of interest. My three 
years at ASP have given me 
lifelong skills that will help me 
achieve my career aspirations 
in international economic and 
social development.
I am grateful for the experiences 
and relationships that ASP  
has provided me, and will carry 
them with me always.

ASP Voices
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Matthijs Van Duijl 
Georgetown University

I’ve been at ASP since kindergarten so I have experienced all 
divisions: Lower, Middle and Upper School. ASP is amazing.  
It provides a great balance between academics, athletics and 
clubs. There are so many things to do; it’s everything a young 
student is looking for. The cultural diversity that exists here is  
so rich and stimulating. You 
can get to know people who 
come from all corners of the 
world and be exposed to so 
many di!erent languages and 
perspectives. ASP is a school 
that helps you discover your 
talents while also challenging 
you to try things outside of 
your comfort zone.  
Living in a city like Paris,  
with all that it has to o!er, is 
unrivalled for allowing 
students to extend beyond the 
classroom and immersing 
themselves in a new language 
and culture. ASP has all the 
ingredients in place to create 
a unique and rich experience 
for every student. 

Helen Alexander Hall 
York Medical School 

I’ve been at ASP for two years and I’ve been an IB student for 
both. It’s been di"cult but I’ve benefitted from supportive friends  
and sta!. At the end, you look back and you’re surprised at 

just how much you have 
accomplished. I wrote my 
extended essay on chemistry, 
a subject I’m interested 
in. The essay was the 
perfect space to explore an 
academic passion. The lab 
work we did in class was  
a great experience for me.  
I think I’ll miss the friends  
I’ve made at ASP the most. 
We’re going all over world; 
luckily some of them are  
going to the UK as well.  
We are already planning  
our next reunion! 

Jeremy Ott
Tufts University

I came to ASP five years ago, in 
8th grade, from a French school. 
At first the transition was weird, 
but I soon realized that the 
American educational system 
o!ered many possibilities  
and allowed students to explore 
many areas of interest.  
I had never performed in 
theatre before or had ever 
done any singing at all but 
ASP is very welcoming – 
anyone and everyone can 
join in and participate in any 
extracurricular activity of their 
choice. Thanks to ASP, I was 
able to discover acting and 
music. I’ve been in the school 
play for five years straight 
and joined and later led the 
Acapella club. This is what I 
appreciate the most about our 
school – the variety and range 
of opportunities available to 
students. Even though I plan 
on pursuing engineering, I was 
able to develop another side of 
me at ASP that I may not have 
discovered otherwise.

9
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Senior Impressions

“  One of my best memories from ASP is my fourth grade Viking project. ”

“ In the future, I want to 
open a school for children 
with learning disabilities 
and disorders. ”

“ My teachers were very important to me; 
they helped me appreciate the importance 
and fun of learning. ”“ A highlight of my experience  

at ASP is my trip to China – truly  
an unforgettable adventure.”

“ My aspirations are to write books, be self-su"cient and inspire others.”

“ One of the greatest gifts I received from ASP is  
the opportunity to meet and make lifelong friends 
from all over the world. ”

“ I am grateful for my dad – he taught me  
to be optimistic and positive even when the times 
are tough. ”

“ I’ll always remember 
going to Bali for Habitat 
for Humanity and making 
a di!erence in someone’s 
life. ”

“ I would like to thank all of my teachers 
for teaching me to be a better individual. ”

“ One of the highlights of my year was beating our 
rivals in front of a packed gym after the pep rally. ”

“ I’m grateful for my experience 
at ASP and the teachers who 
inspired and prepared me for 
the real world with knowledge, 
responsibility and strong morals. ”

“ I would like to win a Nobel Prize. ”

“ I really appreciate my parents 
for believing in me and pushing me 
to reach my full potential. ”

“ I want to thank  
my mother and father 
for always having been 
there and giving me 
their support. ”

“ The greatest achievement I wish to accomplish in 
my lifetime is to be selfless and compassionate. ”

“ I plan to become an 
engineer and invent the safest 
transportation system ever. ”

“ My ASP teacher always supported and 
encouraged me. He taught me lessons I will always 
remember in and out of the classroom. ”

“ I want to become President 
of the United States.” 

“ One of my greatest 
accomplishments is getting 
through HL Math! ”



In 1979 Chris Chater 
encouraged me to come 
teach instrumental 

music at ASP. He had 
crossed the English 
Channel and started 
teaching there in 1968, 
amidst the social unrest 
and violent demonstrations 
of that period. During his 
45 years at ASP, the 
long-haired, bearded 
Chris Chater on the 
cover of the 1973 album 
by the ASP Jazz Band, 
entitled “I’ll Have Your 
Neck” may have changed 
his look slightly as he 
weathered the school’s 
various upheavals, truly 
living the motto on the 
school emblem – fluctuat 
nec mergitur – storm-
tossed, but never sunk. 
Chris’s use of technology 
in the classroom has 
been a hallmark. He was 
one of the first in 
European International 
schools to o!er an 
electronic music class. 
Several graduates of that 
class have gone on to 
work in the music 
industry. Lower School 
students know Chris as 
the gentle person who 
teaches them songs and 
games that challenge 
them to think as they 
play recorders, sing and 
move with the music. I 
have never seen anyone 

accompany students on 
the piano as skillfully as 
Chris, changing keys or 
jumping forward in the 
music as needed when 
the unexpected happens.
Those of us who have 
worked with Chris know 
that he is usually two 
thoughts ahead of us, 
graciously leaving us 
with clues to follow. 
Chris has a profound 
understanding of music 
literature in many 
musical genres. He has 
encyclopedic knowledge 
of the history of ASP and 
can tell stories about the 
colorful characters and 
situations that he has 
known. Simply amazing 
is Chris’s ability to recall 
details about students he 
has taught in his career, 
where they sat (or did not 
sit) in class, why they 
were memorable and, 
often, what happened to 
them after leaving ASP! 
The concerts, musicals, 
impromptu school 
performances and trips 
to perform outside of 
ASP that Chris organized 
are now remembered 
fondly by generations  
of ASP students. 
As I welcome Chris into 
the realm of the retired, I 
have to wonder when and 
where all that energy and 
experience will resurface.

Thanks for the Music, Mr. Chater 

by Neal Yocom
Retired ASP music 
teacher and friend
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After 45 years of dedication to 
student learning at ASP, Lower 
School Music teacher, Chris Chater,  
is retiring. Chris will always be part  
of ASP. He is leaving behind him  
a strong legacy of caring, teaching 
excellence, can-do attitude and 
unparalleled collegiality. 
Thank you from the bottom of  
our hearts Mr. Chater, though for  
you, our hearts have no bottom.
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Parting Thoughts  
from the President 

I was honored to spend my ninth and final year  
at ASP as the Upper School Student Council 
President. I am very proud to say that this year  

the Student Council has made some big strides 
towards developing the already-budding school  
spirit. The creation of the Spirit Liaison positions, 
hosting of the first Pep Rally of its kind and the 
distribution of over 500 Spirit “Rebelnation” t-shirts 
were instrumental in our approach this year. 
Without the support of the parents, faculty, 
administration, PFA, senior liaisons and, of course,  
the students, none of our advances would have  
been possible. For such a down-to-earth class that 
already shares so many cherished memories,  
I hope we were able to make this year even more 
memorable. I’m glad to be turning the reigns over to 
such a capable group of o"cers for the coming year. 
Thank you all for all your support and enjoy  
your summer!
Zaahir Badruddin
2012-13 Upper School Student Council President

The Upper School Student Council (top) and its 
president, Zaahir Badruddin (right), instigators 

of the spirited Pep Rally (below)

Upper School



13

Becoming Alumni

With a flip of their blue 
and gold tassels to the 
opposite sides of their 

mortar boards on June 15, the class 
of 2013 o"cially became ASP 
alumni. Already, two graduating 
seniors have enthusiastically 
agreed to serve as the point of contact 
for their senior classmates during 
their college years and beyond. 
Seniors Bill Judis and Lily 
Rivkin will become class reps 
and encourage their classmates 
to remain in touch with one 
another. Kim Sheehey, Alumni 
and Community Coordinator says, 
“A well-connected and motivated 
alumni community is critical to 
supporting the mission of the 
American School of Paris. With 
college students and young adults 
moving frequently, it is di"cult 
to maintain updated contact 
information.” And, that’s where 
alumni reps serve an all-important 
role. “Alumni respond really well to 
communication from their peers,” 
says Ms. Sheehey. 
In their roles, Bill and Lily will 
regularly update the Class of 2013 

Facebook group; help inform 
classmates about reunions and class 
events; and, encourage classmates 
to update their contact information 
with the ASP Alumni O"ce. 
“Soon, students will scatter 
throughout the world to start their 
college careers, but their memories 
of the ASP experience will keep 
them close in spirit,” says Ms. 
Sheehey. “We want to help them 
stay in touch with each other and 
with the school that nurtured them 
in so many ways.”

Bill Judis (top) and Lily Rivkin (below),  
Class of 2013 Alumni reps

Alumni respond 
really well to 

communication 
from their peers.
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A Word from the Upper School Director

The class of 2013 representing  
104 students of 31 nationalities has 
shown the world that differences 
don’t have to be the source of 
division but can and should be the 
source of great strength. I have 
witnessed through you, how much 
richer a community becomes 
when we learn from each other 
and recognize the core goodness 
and humanity that runs through 
all cultures. You are a supportive, 
caring group of young people who 
should remember to cherish the 
lessons learned from your multi-
culture experience here at ASP and 
go out and convince the world that 
indeed we are all one.

I am very proud to have known 
each of you. You have taken what 
a very fine faculty has to offer and 
you are fully prepared now to move 
to a much larger stage. 
In whatever you do, be passionate 
and committed and do what is 
right remembering all the valuable 
lessons learned from being part  
of this marvelous community.  
Live happy fulfilled lives and come 
back to Paris and ASP from time 
to time, and let us all share the 
wonderful life stories you are in  
the process of making.

Aaron Hubbard
Upper School Director

To each of you in the Class of 2013, I wish a warm and 
fond farewell as you continue your life journey beyond 
ASP – a school from which you have gained so much and 

one whose rich tradition of academic and personal excellence 
has become richer thanks to that which you have contributed 
to our community. I know I speak for all the faculty in saying 
what a joy it has been to work with young people of such 
intellect, energy, talent, passion and character. 

Farewell to the Class of 2013

In whatever 
you do, be 

passionate and 
committed
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United States
American University (4)
Amherst College
Babson University
Barnard College
Bates College
Baylor University
Bentley College 
Boston College (2)
Boston University (6)
Brown University
Carnegie Mellon University (2)
Case Western Reserve University
Chapman University
Colorado College 
Colorado Mesa University
Colorado School of Mines (2)
Colorado State University
Columbia University (2)
Davidson College
Drew University
Drexel University 
Duke University
Elon University
Emerson College
Emory University
Evergreen State College
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Institute of Technology (2)
Florida International University (2)
Florida State University
Fordham University (2)
George Mason University (3)
Georgetown University (5)
George Washington University (3)
Georgia Institute of Technology
Guilford College
Hamilton College
Hampshire College
Hartwick College
High Point University
Iowa State University
James Madison University (4)
Johns Hopkins University (2)
Kent State University
Louisiana State University (2)
Loyola University of Chicago
Lynn University
Michigan State University (2)
Middlebury College

Mount Holyoke College
New York University (6)
Nichols State University
Northeastern University (20)
Northwestern University
Pace University (2)
Parsons School of Design
Pennsylvania State University 
- Altoona
Pepperdine University
Point Loma Nazarene University
Princeton University (2)
Purdue University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Sarah Lawrence College
Skidmore College (2)
Smith College
Southern Methodist University
Southwestern University
Stanford University
State University of New York  
- Binghamton
St Edward’s University (3)
Stevens Institute of Technology
Su!olk University (2)
Syracuse University (5)
Texas A&M University (5)
Texas Christian University (2)
Texas Tech University
Trinity University (3)
Tufts University (3)
University of Alabama
University of Alaska
University of Arkansas
University of California Berkeley
University of California  
Los Angeles (3)
University of California  
San Diego (2)
University of California  
Santa Barbara
University of Central Florida
University of Colorado at Boulder
University of Denver
University of Florida
University of Hawaii
University of Houston 
University of Kansas (2)
University of Louisiana  
at Lafayette 

University of Michigan (2)
University of New Mexico
University of Oklahoma
University of Pennsylvania
University of Richmond (2)
University of Rochester
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of South Carolina
University of Southern California
University of South Florida
University of Tampa
University of Texas San Antonio 
University of Tulsa 
University of Virginia (3)
University of Washington 
University of Wisconsin (2)
Vanderbilt University
Villanova University
Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Virginia Polytechnic Institute (3)
Wagner College 
Washington State University
Western Washington University
West Virginia University
Williams College
Yale University (2)

Canada
Concordia University (2)
McGill University (12)
Queens University (2)
University of British Columbia (4)
University of Toronto (2)
University of Western Ontario

United Kingdom
American Intercontinental 
University 
Birkbeck, University of London 
Central Saint Martins College 
of Art and Design 
City University (4) 
Edinburgh Napier University 
Falmouth University 
Hull York Medical School 
Keele University 
Kings College London(4) 
London School of Economics 
London South Bank University 
Manchester Metropolitan 
University 
Oxford Brookes University 
Oxford University 
Queen Mary, University  
of London (2) 
Regents College London (2) 
Richmond, American 
International University (3) 
Robert Gordon University 
Royal Agricultural College 
Royal Holloway, University  
of London (2) 
Royal Veterinary College 
University College London (3) 
University for the Creative Arts 
University of Aberdeen (2) 
University of Bath (4) 
University of Brighton 
University of Bristol 
University of Durham (4) 
University of East Anglia (3) 
University of Edinburgh (2) 
University of Essex (2) 
University of Exeter (7) 
University of Glasgow (2) 
University of Heriot Watt (2) 
University of Hull 

University of Keele 
University of Kent (5) 
University of Lancaster (2) 
University of Leicester 
University of Lincoln 
University of Loughborough (3) 
University of Newcastle 
University of Nottingham 
University of Plymouth 
University of Portsmouth (2) 
University of Reading (2) 
University of Stirling (2) 
University of Strathclyde 
University of Surrey 
University of Sussex (2) 
University of the West  
of England 
University of Warwick (3) 
University of York 

Australia
International College  
of Management - Sydney

France
American University of Paris (5)

Italy
Bocconi University (5)

Netherlands
Erasmus University

Shanghai
New York University (2)

Spain
Escuela Superior de 
Administracion de Empresas 
(ESADE)

Switzerland
European University of Geneva
University of Zurich
Webster University of Geneva

The numbers in parentheses 
represent the number of  2013 
ASP graduates accepted  
into  each institution.

Where in the World Are They Going?

2013 College Acceptances
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2013 Senior  
Award Winners
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5th European Council of 
International Schools’ Award for 
International Understanding
Awarded to a student who is  
a good representative of his own 
country with a positive attitude 
towards the life and cultures  
of others, able to converse in  
at least two languages, a 

contributing force in the life of the school, with the 
ability to bring di!ering people together into a 
sense of community, thus furthering the cause of 
international understanding.

Academic 
Excellence
Awarded to  
the two  
top-ranked 
students  
in the class. 

Citizenship
Awarded to  
two students 
who have 
demonstrated 
through their 
outstanding 
citizenship the 
core values of 

respect, responsibility and honesty that are central  
to the mission of American School of Paris. 

Service to  
the School
Awarded to  
two students  
who have 
demonstrated 
exceptional 
commitment  
to the school.

J. B. Chapman 
Award
Awarded in 
memory of  
John Chapman, 
former 
Headmaster  
of American 
School of Paris; 

annual awards are given to two students who  
have contributed with great modesty to the life  
of the school. 

International 
Award 
Awarded to  
two students 
who, in their  
own way, have 
fostered better 
understanding 
among the 

diverse nationalities comprising the community  
of American School of Paris.

Parker Bradford Spirit Award
Named in honor of Parker 
Bradford, Class of 2007,  
it is awarded to a student  
whose energy, enthusiasm  
and dynamism have  
lifted the spirit of  
the ASP community.

Renaissance 
Award
Awarded to  
two students 
who have 
distinguished 
themselves in at 
least three of the 
following areas: 

the Humanities, the Sciences, the Arts, and Athletics. 

Alex Nino

Hyoney Kwon Ji-Won Choi

Garvin Price Federica 
Luraschi

Jeremy Ott Aiden Farrell

Sara 
Venkatraman

Madeleine 
Pauchet

Erlend 
Bjørklund David Powell

Bill Judis

 Adam 
Willems

Chandler 
Sterling



The Honorable Charles H. 
Rivkin, the United States 
Ambassador to France and 

Monaco, was the keynote speaker 
at the Class of 2013 Graduation 
ceremony June 15. After four years 
of service Ambassador Rivkin will 
be handing o! his duties, leaving 
a remarkable legacy as head of the 
U.S. diplomatic mission to France. 
During his tenure, Ambassador 
Rivkin has brought a renewed 
interest in and support for U.S. 
exports of goods and services 
into France. He is credited with 

expanding the U.S. Embassy’s 
public diplomacy activities, 
particularly through his use of 
social media. 
However, much less heralded but 
so important as viewed through 
the lens of the ASP mission, is 
Ambassador Rivkin’s leadership 
in giving substance to the notion 
that there is beauty and strength 
within diversity. He has chosen 
to go beyond the normal scope of 
diplomatic duties and to widen the 
circle of inclusion and innovation 
for mutual support between 

France and the United States:
Charles Rivkin has led first-ever 
diversity outreach activities, 
visiting outlying and culturally 
intense schools in the suburbs of 
Paris and engaging young people 
in a positive message of hope, 
entrepreneurship and raising 
aspirations on all the possibilities 
that come from learning and hard work. 
Ambassador Rivkin has led a 
social media and green initiative 
awakening. The U.S. Embassy in 
Paris is the first in the world to go 
“Green”, with the use of electric 
vehicles, and ensuring that all energy 
used by the U.S. diplomatic mission 
is from renewable energy sources. 
And to underline his desire for 
substance beyond intention, 
Ambassador Rivkin has brought 
to France the Elihu B. Washburne 
award for “Innovation in Diversity”. 
This award recognizes French 
and American companies who are 
tapping the goodness and power 
of diversity in the workplace. 
Ambassador Rivkin is living the 
tenets we hold as essential within 
the mission of ASP – that of 
embracing social responsibility, 
promoting global citizenship, and 
acting on the notion that we are doing 
our best work when helping others.
by Mark E. Ulfers
Head of School

Dynamic  
and Visionary

  
Charles H. Rivkin

2013 Graduation  
Keynote Speaker
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Charles Rivkin was speaking not only as the 
leader of one of America’s first and largest 
embassies, but also as father of graduating 

senior Lily Rivkin, saying “It’s any father’s dream  
to speak at their child’s graduation, especially  
the day before Father’s Day”. 
Ambassador Rivkin shared with the class of 2013 
lessons he learned from his experiences and from 
the wise words he received growing up.  
He told a story from when he was nine years old, 
sitting on a boat, wanting to impress his stepfather 

by catching a big fish.  
Disappointed when one got away  
from him, he recalls the advice his 
stepfather gave him. 
“When the line snapped,” tells Rivkin, 
“taking the fish and my pride into the 
waters, Doc turned to me and said,  
‘you can never let the fish get in the way 
of the fishing’. Sometimes the journey  
in life is more important than the 
destination.” These words stayed with 
him all his life and would inspire and 
guide him in the pursuit of his dreams.
His experience as a young man living 
in France taught him to respect other 
cultures and values.  
“It was important then and even more 

important in today’s globalized world,” he said 
—compelling words of wisdom for our graduates as 
they set out to embark on their new, exciting, 
enlightening journey…

U.S. Ambassador  
to France and Monaco  
Charles Rivkin 
with daughter Lily 

The Next Journey
… never  

let  
the fish 

get in 
the way  

of the 
fishing
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A Carlos Adell Cardona
Helen Alexander
Qahtan Humaid Ali Sultan Al-maani
Anne-Charlotte Sabrina Andrieux
Karan Arora
Ani Arzakantsyan 

B Zaahir Badruddin
Alice H. Bakey
Paul Erik Baudecroux Röstorp
Francesco Belloni
Neil Ben Ammar
Henrik Michael Bernhoerster
Tessa Biart
Agnes Bio
Erlend Bondhus Bjørklund

C Alina Rae Casari
Christopher Russell Castine
Lucas George Gabriel Charpentier Pacheco
Jiwon Choi
Tristan Bruce Cleland
Charlotte Cuenot
Julie Cumin
Caterina Hélène Dacey Ariani

D Nitin Dadwal
Gabriel Antony Dorit-Kendall
Daniel Christian Doyon
Stephen Sanderson duMont Jr.

E May Elgrabli
Golan Elzur

F Aiden Farrell
Kenneth Rudolph Frank Jr.

G Alison Rafaelle Gieske 
Branden Henry Gieske 
Dimitra Spyridonos Gkika
Alexandra Gabrielle Go!ard
Venkata Sai Amith Gona
Natasha Rose Gordon
Elliot Greenwood
Chase Guthrie

H Anne Lasier Halverstadt
Jeremiah Pavan Harrington
Logan Douglas Hunter 

J Caroline Jean Jahr
Guillaume Antoine Judis

K Yasmina Khashoggi
Pauline Kress
Anjali Kukreja
Aliya Kumekbayeva
Hyoney Kwon

L Alexandre Jean-René Laloum
Yolanda Celina Laurenza
Shahmir Khan Lodhi
Federica Luraschi 

M Javier Martínez Alonso
Benjamin Carson Matthews
Anna Britt McCluskey
Lauren Elizabeth Meaux
Nathalie Meister
Gregorio Yvon Micali
Alaric Maximilian Jacques Michel
Dominic Michael Michele
Tariq Hamad Musallam

N Leonardo Antonio Nicoletti
Asahi Alexis Matthew Nino
Maxime Nocquet

O Rodrigo Lécas Pereira Oberlander
Jeremy Simon Ott

P Jeong Woo Park
Madeleine Pauchet
David Peeters
Kristin Rose Pekot
Francesca Beatrice Perruccio
Cameron Daniel Pickett
Júlia Planas Carbonell
David Powell
Alice Preat
Jonathan Garvin Price

R Lily Bea Radziemski
Lucas Clément Richardson
Lily Alexandra Rivkin

S Lee Selina Sandler
Nora Helene Sandman
Lana Naguib Sawiris
Eddie Samuel Schlackman
Niccolo’ Semerari
Adilah Shahril
Ivana Norina Simen
Tara Elani Smith
Hanne Sneyers 
Erik Campbell Staniforth
Anna Sara Stankiewicz 
Chandler Olivia Sterling

T Marina Testino Tovar
Michelle Thissen

V Matthijs Frederik van Duijl
Sara Kokila Venkatraman
David Gabriel Vescio
Alexander Sean Viehbacher
Samantha M. Wagner

W Hannah Marie Wicklund
Shanil Savinda Wijesinghe
Adam James Willems

Y Samer Youssef

Z Cristina Esther Zepeda-Almazan

Congratulations to the Class of 2013
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