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Upcoming Events:

WINTER BREAK - NO SCHOOL		
(17.DEC	–	2.JAN)

9		 PFA	MEETING,	9.00	–	11.00

9-13	 IB	PERFORMANCE

10	 	JV	BASKETBALL	TOURNAMENT	
(HOME)

14	 ISEE	EXAM,	8.00

19	 	JUNIOR	PARENTS		
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16	 US	MUSICAL,	19.30
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7	 IB	PERFORMANCE	7.30PM

8	 	TIPS	ON	TRIPS	&	CAMPS	SUMMER	
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	 BOARD	MEETING	6.30PM

	 IB	PERFORMANCE	7:30	PM

9	 MS	DANCE

	 IB	PERFORMANCE	7.30PM

10-12	 HMCE

13	 JV/VARSITY	SPRING	TRY-OUTS

15	 JV/VARSITY	SPRING	TRY-OUTS

16-17	 MS	BASKETBALL	(HOME)

22	 MS	MUSIC	FESTIVAL	-	BAND

22	 ASP	MUSIC	FESTIVAL

22	 COMMUNITY	TOWN	HALL	

23-24	 SPORTS	(HOME)

27	 MS	MUSIC	FESTIVAL	-	CHOIR

29	 ASP	MUSIC	FESTIVAL	-	3D	VOCAL

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL OF PARIS    41,	Rue	Pasteur,	92210	Saint	Cloud,	France				Tel.	+33	(0)1	41	12	82	82				Fax	+33	(0)1	46	02	23	90					www.asparis.org

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

AMERICAN  SCHOOL
OF  PARIS

Founded 1946



1

ASPect: The ASPect newsletter looks so much different  
and now the school is sending a copy to our home.  
Why the change?  

MEU: We have a story to tell. There is so much more going on 
in the lives of our students and teachers than we have time and 
opportunity to tell. While we encourage you to use our website 
as your primary resource for ASP information, we want you 
to hear more about our story – a living narrative of what so 
many of us observe in the company of your children. My hope 
is that this new format– printed on 100% recycled paper– will 
find a place on the living room coffee table, in your briefcase 
or purse to read on the metro or airplane, or be passed along to 
friends and family.  Of course we want to be 21st century in our 
thinking and a “green” school, yet we also need you to have the 
news– both victories and challenges– and since I am pretty sure 
we have not bridged the digital divide yet, we’re making a new 
effort to reach out to you. 

ASPect: What are the stories to tell?

MEU: The most important storytellers are our students. The 
way they talk about ASP and the relationships they are building 
with learning concepts and content, their fellow students and 
each teacher seem of greatest importance. Have you had the ex-
perience of driving with your child and his or her friends in the 
back seat and it is as if you are not even in the car as they de-
scribe the school day– or give an impression of their teacher that 
is a dead ringer? How the story unfolds in theme, enthusiasm 
and humorous twinkle has everything to do with the quality of 
interactions, academic expectations, success, and the climate of 
care and respect that exists each day at ASP.  

ASPect: A mission statement can sound like a lot of “jargon” 
– how does it become an activity-driving statement?

MEU: Take a look on the inside pages of this ASPect. We are 
breaking down our new school mission statement into the 
underlying meaning of the words and phrases. Many people 
within our community worked on this mission and it describes 
the future of learning at ASP, beginning now. The mission is 
our description of “True North”, or what we seek to achieve 
with our young people. If our mission is to inspire and prepare 
your child to achieve personal and academic excellence, then 
the stories they tell at home or in the car need to be about a 
challenging day, where they are on their tip toes reaching for 
new learning that asks them to understand and demonstrate a 
myriad of skills. Many of these skills must fall within the cat-
egory of preserving what we know to be “basic”, with still other 
essential skills helping to create highly adaptable learners for 
a changing world. As an example, I think that a young person 
conducting a fluent conversation in at least one other language 
is both “basic” and essential for being truly adaptable to handle 
the new complexities of the years ahead. 

A New Story and The WWW Generation

to the new ASPect
We invite you to take a moment to explore our school through this fresh, exciting 
format. In each issue we’ll be highlighting the many ways that we are “living the  
mission” at ASP, and we’ll introduce you to the students and teachers who are  
making it all happen. As we move forward with our new strategic plan, we want to 
share the achievements and excitement with the ASP community. That’s what this 
new format will be about – sharing our story. 

Editor’s Note: In each edition of 
the new ASPect, we will ask Mark 
to respond to questions about daily 
life at ASP and share stories that 
describe our school. We need your 
help too. Please feel free to send 
along questions that are on your 
mind about teaching and learning 
at the American School of Paris to 
mulfers@asparis.fr. 

Mark’s Asked 
  & Answered

The most important  
storytellers are our students.
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The “new ASPect” will help you listen in on students and teachers telling about be-
ing challenged in their learning (everyone a learner), ongoing innovation and our 
climate of care and compassion.   We do have a story to tell about this very special 
place to learn.  Don’t miss it.    

ASPect: Is the nature of how students 
of this generation learn changing? 

MEU: I grew up in an analog world. In 
stark contrast, our children were born 
digital.  They are connected, mobile, 
social, instantaneous and entertainment-
oriented. Our challenge is that you and 
I may see school as the single place to 
learn, yet our ASP students demonstrate 
they are “WWW-oriented”– ready to 
learn Whatever, Whenever, Wherever. 

Aspect: What is an example of this 
“WWW-oriented” learning style?

MEU: Recently, a group of us were in 
the Upper School Library conference 
room with architects discussing campus 
development planning. Looking into the 
library, we saw three students hover-
ing over a computer screen projecting a 
musculature cross-section diagram of a 
human body. The students were locked 
in a debate, pointing, writing notes, each 
with an iPhone in hand, sending SMS 
messages to classmates, not missing a 
beat as they discussed the biology assign-
ment, and one holding an iPad screen 

keyed into science vocabulary. Our ASP 
young people and their generation have 
redefined the term “multi-tasking”.      

ASPect: Do you feel the term “21st  
century skills” seems a bit overused? 

MEU: It is overused. Yet the phrase is 
descriptive in announcing that we must 
continually review what and how we 
teach. As you read on to see the inner 
workings of the “new ASPect”, we want 
you to see how seriously we all–students, 
teachers, staff, school directors, head 
of school, everyone– must commit to 
continual improvement. This year we are 
working to implement the ASP defini-
tion of “21st century skills” (there it is 
again): technology integration; a new 
set of teaching performance standards; 
French and Spanish learning curriculum 
review; student leadership development; 
and rethinking how our campus facili-
ties can become, quite literally, a teaching 
partner for student learning.  Our actions 
must continually and positively influence 
the stories our students tell about their 
enthusiasm for discovery and learning. 

M
ark’s A

&
A

 : C
ontinued

ASP New Land Owners!
On December 14, 2011, ASP announced the acquisition 
from the French Government of the current campus  
property in Saint Cloud. This achievement allows the 
school’s strategic plan to further advance excellence in 
teaching and learning for current and future  
generations of ASP students.  

Questions
   & Answers
with Lis Seeley,  
President of  
the Board of Trustees

Signing the deed of sale

Q: The land purchase is very exciting news for ASP. Can you give us a brief  
history on how it all came about?

LS: In 1967, ASP moved to its current location in St. Cloud. The land and buildings 
were the property of the Government of France. The US Military built the facilities 
after the Second World War for the children of NATO staff. When NATO left France 
in the 1960’s, an agreement was reached between the Government of France and the 
US Embassy, allowing the site to be used for educational purposes, specifically the 
American School of Paris. This agreement included a cost free concession renewable 
every 15 years, allowing ASP to relocate to the current location. 

In 2005, ASP was informed that the current concession would not be renewed be-
yond 2012. As a result, the Board and the Head of School together with the Adminis-
tration team began to evaluate its options to secure a site for the future of ASP.

Q: What was the Board’s key consideration in making the decision to purchase 
the current campus property?

LS: First and foremost was securing a campus for the long term while ensuring no 
compromise of the current programs. It was essential that our students today as well 
as tomorrow remained at the center of any decision. ASP approved a new strategic 
plan in June 2011, which serves as a blueprint for our future. Securing a site with the 
opportunity to improve and adapt the facilities to meet the needs of the programs 
and plans for the future went hand-in-hand. 

Q: This project was many years in the making. How did the Board manage to 
carry out this task?

LS: Yes, this has been a “long-term” project, which over the years has involved many 
of the Trustees group, Administration and many individuals. The US Embassy, par-
ents and friends of ASP gave so generously of their knowledge, time and expertise 
every step of the way. This project has been a true testament to what can be achieved 
when resources are pulled together toward a common goal. It is also a tribute to ASP 
as a school and our community, past and present.

Q: Now that the land is acquired, what will the next steps be?

LS: ASP can now direct our attention to our Master Planning. Mark Ulfers and his 
administration are focused on the teaching and learning requirements, which in 
turn inform the design of campus developments. That plan will then be used for a 
design contest where a group of architects will be invited to develop their respective 

concepts for how to best meet those 
requirements. Our goal is to complete 
all steps of facility planning by the 
summer of 2013. We will all be hearing 
more about that in the near future.

Q: What does the land purchase 
mean for ASP’s future?

LS: The acquisition of the campus 
property is a cornerstone in achieving 
our school’s aspirations for continuous 
improvement and the fulfillment of 
our mission. With this investment, we 

are poised to provide challenging and innovative learning programs to prepare the 
next generation of ASP students. Building on our past successes and looking ahead 
to the future, we are more committed than ever to offering world-class international 
education to expatriate and local youth in the Paris area for years to come. 

Lis Seeley with Anne de Goriainoff and Jean-
Louis Bourgeon of the French Ministry of Finance



At ASP our mission is truly our driving force, and we want to constantly 
ensure that our actions are in line with our beliefs. Last year, members 
of the ASP community came together to develop a mission statement 
that was a true reflection of the goals and direction of this school. With 
this in mind, each individual word in the mission statement was care-
fully considered and evaluated. As a result, we now have a mission that 
we can confidently stand behind. Here we share the meaning behind the 
words and celebrate the future direction of ASP.  

Living Our
     Mission

Our Mission

The American School of Paris is a  

vibrant, international, family- 
oriented community.

Our mission is to inspire and prepare every  

student to achieve personal and academic  
excellence as an engaged global citizen by  

providing a challenging,  
innovative program within a  

compassionate environment.

Family-oriented
Student-Home-School partnership, 

sense of belonging, welcoming 
place, remarkable volunteerism – 

“ASP is my family away  
from home”

Every Student
Teaching to learner needs.  
Supporting each individual 

student in setting and achiev-
ing educational goals related 

to academics, aspirations, and 
personal interests.

Compassionate
Student quote:  

“I want to learn from a teacher 
who is compassionate, not only 

caring. The word compassionate 
means much more to me.”

Challenging,  
Innovative

Active learning, higher level  
thinking skills, students work  

collaboratively, interdisciplinary  
curriculum, high expectations for each 

learner, based on differentiated  
instruction, multiple literacies 

for 21st century.

Academic  
Excellence

Developing habits of the mind,  
meeting high academic standards and 

expectations– thinking critically,  
creatively, artistically, aesthetically  

and independently- so students  
can be successful around 

 the world.
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...the spirit of the faculty to bend over 
backward to help students.

James Wilson 
Digital Media Teacher, 6th year at ASP

...there’s a spot in the sun for everyone, 
so everyone can shine.
Radhika M. Bhandari 
Parent of 9th and 6th grade students,  
First year at ASP

THIS ISSUE, The best thing about ASP is...

...the variety of classes offered
Caroline 
Grade 10, 7th year at ASP

...Luigi…he’s my friend.
Erin, K2

...when the train goes by!
Luigi, K2

THIS ISSUE, My goal for this year is...

….for my kids to develop the study habits and 
skills that will enable them to have an easy 

transition when we move back to the States.
John Krueger 

Parent of 7th and 4th grade students, 2nd year at ASP

I want to try new things like robotics, computer 
graphics and Spanish
Étienne 
Grade 7, first year at ASP

...to improve my French, because I’m in the 
3rd year now and it’s getting tougher.  
Laila 
Grade 9, 1st year at ASP

Each issue of the ASPect will bring you this section with 
voices from our community. You’ll hear from teachers, 
parents, and most importantly – our students. At ASP 
we believe that there is always room for improvement, 
so we want to know what’s going well, and what still 
needs work. 

ASP
Voices

€135,000
Total raised at the 

2011 Bollywood Gala

37
Languages spoken 

within the  
ASP student body

100%
Pass rate on the  

IB Diploma 

7
Gold medals awarded  
to ASP athletes at the  

International Schools Sports 
Teams’ annual tournament 

304
New students 
for 2011 - 2012

55
The number of people 

who helped organize last 
year’s gala

1
ISST newest gold 
medal won by the 

girls volleyball team, 
November 2011

512
Families in the  
2011-2012 ASP  

community

56
Nationalities  

represented within the 
ASP student body

4.1 
(out of 5)  

Average AP exam score

3
Championship  

sports teams in the 
 2010-2011 school year

“ ASP by the Numbers” 

 “ASP by the Numbers” highlights facts about our school community and points of 
pride. Throughout the pages of the ASPect, you’ll find more about these numbers 
and why we consider them an important part of our story

2011 Bollywood Gala Attendees
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Marijean Rak 
Middle School: Science

(Long-term substitute for Fay Hutchinson)

Originally from: Washington State, USA

Bachelor of Arts, Georgetown University

B.A. in Elementary Education, Western WA University

Master of Education in Science Education, Western WA University

Daniel Lees 
Lower School: Grade 2

Originally from:  Nottingham, UK

B.Sc. Honours Modern Languages (French with Spanish),  
Aston University

PGCE (the standard British teaching qualification),  
Sunderland University

Lillian Pfluke 
Middle and Upper School: PE and MS Advisor

Originally from: Palo Alto, California, USA

B.S. in Applied Science and Engineering,  
United States Military Academy, West Point

M.S. in Mechanical Engineering Design, George  
Washington University

Angelique Burlow  
Upper School: English

Originally from: Melbourne, Australia

Arts degree in Humanities, Deakin University

Masters in Communications, Monash University

Post-graduate Diploma in Education, Melbourne University

Yumiko Clark 
Middle School: Geometry and 6th grade Math

Originally from: Colorado Springs, Colorado, USA

B.A. in Mathematics, University of Northern Colorado

M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction, Colorado Christian University

Paquita Cardona 
Middle School: Spanish

Originally from: Barcelona, Spain

B.A. in Teaching, Specialization in Modern Languages, 
University of Barcelona

Gina D’Addario 
Lower School: Grade 4

Originally from: Wakefield, Massachusetts, USA

B.A. In English, College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA

M.S. in Education, Wheelock College, Boston MA

Caroline McLean 
Lower, Middle and Upper School: Multidisciplinary

Originally from: Woodstock, IL, USA

B.A. in Psychology, Northern Illinois University

M.A. in Teaching, National-Louis University

Teaching &
     Learning

In these “Teaching & Learning” pages, we bring you to 
the heart of ASP. We are proud of our academic pro-
grams, teaching staff and students, and here is where 
we can celebrate our culture of learning. Each issue will 
bring you the latest scholastic news.

ASP teachers are the foundation of both academic excellence and the student 
experience. They inspire, challenge, and give students the tools to succeed.  
This year ASP is pleased to welcome 15 new educators. Coming from schools in 
the United States and around the world, these teachers bring with them a wide 
range of skills and practices and are excellent additions to our teaching staff. 
Many of our new teachers are already very involved in student life; coaching,  
leading clubs and supervising extra-curricular activities.  

New Teachers

Teacher Jean Pierre Heussaff with student

Counselor Kate Powers with Middle School students in Paris
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College Matriculation: Class of 2011 

Each year ASP students are admitted to outstanding colleges and universities around 
the world. Of the students who applied for university admission last year, 90% were 
accepted to one or more of their top three choices. In 2011, ASP students were ac-
cepted to an impressive array of universities. The list below represents where our 
newest alumni are now enrolled.

United States of America

Bowdoin College

Carnegie Mellon University

Colgate University

Colorado College

Cornell University

Dartmouth College

Emory University

Georgetown University (2)

George Washington University (3)

Hamilton College

Harvard University

James Madison University

Lafayette University

Louisiana State University

Michigan State University

New York University (2)

Northeastern University (7)

Ohio State University

Pace University

Rhode Island School of Design

Savannah College of Art and Design

School of the Art Institute of Chicago

Stanford University

Suffolk University

Texas A&M University

Trinity College

Tufts University 
New England Conservatory

University of Arizona

University of California, Berkeley

University of Miami 
(Frost School of Music)

University of Pennsylvania

University of Tampa

University of Virginia

University of Washington

Wellesley College

West Virginia University (2)

Williams College

Yale University 

Canada

McGill University (6) 

Concordia (2)

Queens University

Ryerson University

University of British Columbia

United Kingdom 

City University

Edinburgh Napier University

Glasgow Caledonian University

Hult International Business School

London School of Economics

Royal Holloway University of London

University of Aberdeen

University of Bath

University of Bristol

University of Hull

University of Sussex

Europe

American University of Paris

Bocconi University

European Center of International Hotel

Management (Paris)

IE University Madrid

Parsons School of Design, Paris (2)

Politechnica University of Bucharest

University College Maastricht (2)

Villa Arson Ecole Nationale 
Supérieure d’Art

Asia

KAIST, Korea

Curtis Ingraham 
Middle School: Pre-algebra, 7th grade Math

Originally from: Connecticut, USA

B.S. in Finance, University of Connecticut

DEUG, Universite de Rouen

M.B.A., New York University/Hautes Etudes Commerciales

Nick Walklet 
Lower School: Physical Education

Originally from: Fairfield, Connecticut, USA

B.S. in Physical Education (K-12) with Major Concentration in 
Strength and Conditioning, and Exercise and Sport Science,  
University of Vermont

Nathan Herchenroeder 
Middle School: 8th grade Social Studies

Originally from: Washington, D.C., USA 

B.A. in History and Secondary Social Studies Education,  
University of Maryland 

Debra Kelly 
Upper School: Mathematics (AP Statistics, Geometry) and Computer Science  

(Introduction to Computer Science, Web Design)

Originally from: New Zealand

B.S. in Mathematics and Economics, University of Canterbury 

M.S. in Computers in Education, University of Shenandoah

Alison Kadesch 
Lower School: K2 (Kindergarten)

Grew up internationally in Italy, South Korea, the UK and the USA

B.A. in Psychology, Yale University

M.S. in Applied Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition,  
University of Oxford

Matthew P. Hall 
Lower, Middle and Upper School: Instrumental Music (Grades 5-12)

Originally from: Wales

Bachelor of Music, Huddersfield University

Post-Graduate Certificate of Education, Open University, UK

Jennifer Pingrieux 
Middle School: 7th grade English

(Long-term substitute for Elli Gildnes) 

Originally from: San Francisco Bay Area, California, USA

B.A. in Humanities, UC Berkeley

Bilingual K-12 Teaching Credential, CSU Los Angeles

M.A. in Second Language Aquisition/ESL, University of Hawaii

Q: What is the average score for ASP 
students on the IB and AP exams?

A: We have a great average score of 34 
out of 45 on the IB diploma, and an aver-
age of 4.1 out of 5 for AP examinations. 
All information concerning past scores is 
included on our Upper School webpage 
– just follow the link to the IB/AP page.

Q: What percent of students pass the 
IB diploma?

A: 100 percent of our students pass the IB 
diploma.  

Q: Who should students talk to about 
taking IB/AP courses?

A: There are three places to go. First, 
come see me so that we can go over 
the programs in depth. Second, talk to 
teachers about which courses they think 
would be suitable for you. Finally, ask 
other students about the courses, and use 
their experience to decide which class 
would be the best fit. Families should be 
aware that in March there is an informa-
tion evening with all 10th grade parents 
to discuss options for 11th and 12th 
grades

Questions
   & Answers
with Dr. Brian Brazeau, 
Upper School  
Academic Dean

Q: Why does ASP offer both the IB 
Diploma Program and the Advanced 
Placement Program?

A: We have students who go to many dif-
ferent universities and have multifarious 
goals for life after high school. We are 
proud to be able to offer a wide range of 
choices that will allow students to study 
in the country of their choice. 

Q: How should a student decide which 
course to take if there is a similar offer-
ing through both programs?

A: We try to make sure that students 
always have choices. In consultation with 
the counselors and myself, a student will 
decide in which area of the world they 
want to study, and a choice between sim-
ilar courses will often be made according 
to which program is best recognized in 
that region.
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The Holiday Boutique

A vital component of the ASP experience is the wonderful sense of community that  
exists within our school. The annual Holiday Boutique is a great example of the broader 
ASP community coming together for a day of celebration. It is also a fun and rewarding 
way for parents to get involved in school life. 

The event is a huge success each year thanks to the many parent volunteers who so 
energetically roll up their sleeves and help out in a variety of ways: from planning the 
event, to working on the day, providing donations, helping student organizations, and 
creating the festive decor. The weekend of the Holiday Boutique tends to be a busy one 
for the Upper School students. Many are involved in running booths for their respec-
tive clubs – building awareness and raising funds for a project they believe in. Several 
Middle School students volunteer their time to assist in the Gingerbread House, the 

quintessential game and crafts station 
for younger children. This year a record 
number of students joined in the fun in the 
Gingerbread House. Santa even dropped by 
for a special visit! And, our student-musi-
cians also have a place to shine. Entertain-
ment throughout the day is provided by 
the Lower School OK Chorale, the String 
Ensemble and the A cappella Choir. It  
really is a full day of community spirit!

Guinness Book of World Records Success

On October 11, Michelle Obama led a group of 400 children in one minute of  
continuous jumping jacks as part of the National Geographic Kids’ “Let’s Jump” 
initiative. The jumping jacks on the White House lawn launched a global effort 
to break the world record for the most people doing jumping jacks in a 24-hour 
period. To break the record, more than 20,000 people needed to participate. 

ASP, sparked by the energy of Lillian Pfluke, joined in the effort and 859 students 
and teachers performed jumping jacks for one minute. A few weeks ago we learned 
that the American School of Paris had become a world record holder! We are listed 
as official participants in the National Geographic Kids Guinness World Record for 
the most people doing jumping jacks in a 24-hour period! In total, 300,265 jump-
ers all over the world took part in the event — far surpassing the existing record of 
20,425! Congratulations to our jumpers and thank you all for your support!

At ASP we focus on “wholeness of education,” the idea that young people 
should be exposed to a wide range of experiences in order to pursue 
their individual passions and interests. In addition to our rigorous 
academic classes, we provide a wide-ranging arts program, as well as ex-
tensive extra-curricular activities. 

Wholeness
      of Education

The Conference of the Birds

Students involved in this year’s Upper School Fall Production explored storytelling, 
characterization and puppetry. The creative ensemble, led by Gillian Lynch, inter-
preted the story of the 12th century Persian poem The Conference of the Birds by 
Farid Uddi Attar by way of an adaptation by Peter Brook and Jean Claude Carriere. 
The play related the journey of a group of thirty birds led by the Hoopoe on a quest 
looking for the Simorgh, who supposedly has all the answers to their questions. One 
of the major challenges for the actors was the fact that they were all on the stage 
throughout the entire story, shifting perspectives and roles before everyone’s eyes.

Scenes from the Persian poem The Conference of the Birds performance



8Wholeness of Education

Print Show

In September, the Upper School Art Department launched a Print Show, highlight-
ing the works of many talented members of the ASP community, including students, 
parents and teachers. Held in the Cube, the event accompanied the debut of a new 
class in the Upper School: Printmaking.

Printmaking is the process of making artworks by printing, normally on paper. 
Printmaking normally covers only the process of creating prints with an element of 
originality, rather than just being a photographic reproduction of a painting. Except 
in the case of monotyping, the process is capable of producing multiples of the same 
piece, which is called a ‘print’. Each piece produced is not a copy but considered an 
original since it is not a reproduction of another work of art and is technically (more 
correctly) known as an ‘impression’. Printmaking (other than monotyping) is not cho-
sen only for its ability to produce multiple copies, but rather for the unique qualities 
that each of the printmaking processes lends itself to.

Prints are created by transferring ink from a matrix or through a prepared screen to 
a sheet of paper or other material. Common types of matrices include: metal plates, 
usually copper or zinc, or polymer plates for engraving or etching; stone, aluminum, 
or polymer for lithography; blocks of wood for woodcuts and wood engravings; 
and linoleum for linocuts. Screens made of silk or synthetic fabrics are used for the 
screenprinting process.

Outside of the classroom, Lower School students have the opportunity to partici-
pate in a variety of activities. After-School activities are designed to support the 
development of the child by learning through play. As importantly, they provide an 
opportunity for our youngest learners to discover new interests, develop their skills 
and make new friends in a different setting. The activities provide a non-pressure 
environment and are open to all skill levels. Three terms are held throughout the 
year. For the winter term, activity selection includes:

Fencing – Children learn the rules of fencing, in a respectful way towards their  
opponent, referee and Master of Arms.

Jazzercize Junior – a fusion of dance, yoga and kick-boxing that develops  
coordination, strength, flexibility and endurance – all choreographed to today’s 
most popular music.

Studio Art – the art of mosaics, painting and drawing. Children have access to a 
variety of materials and create personal art objects that they can take home with 
them.

Aikido – a traditional Japanese martial art that emphasizes circular, flowing  
movements. Children learn the basic techniques, develop strength and flexibility 
and an understanding of the philosophy of the art.

Cooking Club – having fun preparing all time kid favourites and getting to try 
them too!

French Language – a fun way of improving French language skills and enjoying 
even more life in Paris! 

For more information about Lower School After School Activities program, 
please contact Stacey McMahon Wilson swilson@asparis.fr

Lower School After School Activities

Digital Media Lab & Recording Studio: MS/US

ASP’s new Sound Pod recording studio is equipped with a soundproof recording 
booth, sixteen-channel automated mixing board and professional quality monitoring 
and mixdown facilities. The conversion of two offices into this high-tech resource 
was made possible through funding from the Upper School and the Excellence Fund. 
The studio will be used for a wide variety of projects: audition demos for Honor Band 
and university applications, soundtrack recording and mixing for student films and 

drama productions, student songwriter 
demos and sound mixing and editing 
for official ASP multimedia produc-
tions. The Media lab is also used for 
the newly-conceived Digital Record-
ing Club.  The club has over a dozen 
students and the club’s advisor, James 
Wilson, remarks “I was blown away by 
the wide variety of talents displayed by 
the students.” 

On December 8, over 100 of our 6th, 7th and 8th graders took place on stage for 
one of the most anticipated performances of the academic year – the Middle School 
Winter Concert!

ASP’s Middle School Concert Band, String Ensemble and two Choirs presented 
in one talent-abounding event, the culmination of what they have learned in the 
first trimester of the year. From Holiday classics to contemporary rock, with some 
pieces even merging the two genres, our young musicians performed brilliantly 
to the enthusiastic delight of the audience. The concert was followed by a recep-
tion in the foyer where parents, students, friends and teachers had an opportunity 
to celebrate as a community the wonderful evening of music and song and all the 
hard work that went into its preparation.

Music & Song Taking Center Stage

“The recording studio is a 
great addition to the school. 
In the club we learn all dif-
ferent types of techniques 
that involve mixing music; 
and it gives us song writ-
ers a chance to record our 
songs and share them with 
everyone else.”
 
Ashley Kaser, 
Grade 9 Student

Naomi Milman, Grade 9

Middle School Choir

Middle School Band
Digital Recording Studio
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Q: Several changes were introduced to the Athletic Department for the 2011-2012 
academic year. What was your starting point?

HH: The first action we took this year was to clearly define our philosophy as a Physi-
cal Education Department. Every member of the department contributed to the articu-
lation of our philosophy statement. It was important that, as a team, we agreed on our 
bigger role, that our approach was consistent with our school’s mission and beliefs and 
that we all worked towards achieving a common goal. The philosophy of the Physical 
Education Department at ASP is to teach and promote a passion for lifelong fitness, 
physical activity and personal development helping students establish healthy 
lifestyles.

Q: Can you give us some examples of what is new for the program this year?

HH: Let’s start with our teaching staff. We have an incredibly dynamic and profes-
sional P.E. team at ASP. Each member brings a unique skill set, different experiences 
and great ideas that add tremendous value to the team as a whole. We have three new 
teachers this year: Nick Walklet in the Lower School, Rebecca Rankin in the Middle 
School and Lillian Pfluke in the Middle and Upper Schools. Together with our return-
ing teachers, Agnès Poudou, Sylvain Hervieux and Charles Beacham, the entire team 
has brought important enhancements to the program. 

Lower School: 
Our Lower School program was already very well structured and stimulating. Both 
Nick Walklet and Agnès Poudou have a remarkable ability to connect with young kids 
and their energy is absolutely contagious - all important skills to have when work-
ing with this age group. We have every element in place to continue to run a fantastic 
program in the Lower School. 

Middle School: 
We developed a brand new P.E. program in the Middle School. All the elements of the 
program - from the objectives to the lesson plans - were the result of an inclusive team 
effort. In addition to the traditional ISST sports, our intent is to offer a wider variety of 
physical activities to appeal to a larger number of students; allow them to discover new 
interests and skills; inspire them to get engaged and to take ownership of their physical 
fitness.

The outcome was the creation of a “menu system” where each individual student has 
the opportunity to choose between three sets of activities each term. Non-traditional 
options include: orienteering, yoga, ultimate frisbee, self-defense, dance and more. 

The program is also more demanding. The teachers ensure that everyone is involved; 
the “idle time” during class is minimal. We also try, when possible, to go off-campus 
to facilitate proper training conditions, such as powerwalking in Parc de St Cloud for 
instance.

Upper School: 
The Upper School program is very similar to that of the Middle School but we try to 
expand to even more lifetime sports and off-campus opportunities. We would like to 
expand the Upper School program even further in the future.

In a nutshell, the objectives of the P.E. program are to enable students to understand the 
importance of physical activity on their life, acquire fundamental skills and develop the 
attitudes necessary to make sensible choices and establish healthy lifestyles - during 
their tenure at ASP and beyond. 

Questions
   & Answers
with Han Hoegen,  
Athletics Director

Wholeness
      of Education: Continued

2011 Varsity Girls Volleyball Champions

Olivier, 2011 Varsity Cross Country ISST Champion & 
course record-holder
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Q: How did the students respond to the new program?

HH: The students have really embraced these changes. Some students commented to 
their teachers that they loved the new menu program because it allowed them to do 
sports that they really like. One student even said, “This year we actually come out 
sweating”! So I think we are on the right track.

Q: Were P.E. uniforms also part of your new vision?

HH: P.E. uniforms were introduced mainly to ensure that all students always have 
comfortable, safe and proper wear for physical instruction. It also makes it easier for 
P.E. teachers to supervise the class, particularly when it is taking place outdoors or off-
campus. 

Q: What can you say about school spirit as ASP?

HH: In November 2011, ASP hosted the Girl’s Varsity Volleyball Division I Champi-
onship. Our ASP community came together to encourage and support every athlete 
from all participating schools by housing, transporting, feeding and cheering. We had 
great turnouts at the games where students and parents alike came wearing ASP colors 
and cheering on the teams. The ambiance was so energizing for the athletes. We are 
thankful to our Booster volunteers who work so diligently at organizing activities to 
encourage school spirit. We continue to work closely with them to further build on this 
momentum because there can never be too much spirit!

Q
&

A
: C

ontinued

FALL TERM 1

New Middle School Curriculum

Introduction To Exercise & Movement Fundamentals

  Soccer Volleyball Volleyball

  Volleyball Orienteering Skills & Games

  Basketball PTC Aerobics

  Rugby Yoga/Pilates Softball 

  Group Fitness Softball Skills & Games

  Softball Ultimate Frisbee Dance

  PTC Self Defense Badminton 

  Self Defense Badminton PTC 

  Badminton Basketball Yoga

  Menu 1 Menu 2 Menu 3

WINTER TERM 2

SPRING TERM 3

FALL TERM 1

PTC Basketball Basketball

Volleyball PTC PTC

Self Defense Handball Handball

Aerobics Self Defense Aerobics

Pre St. Jean Rugby Ultimate Frisbee 

Ultimate Frisbee Pre St. Jean Pre St. Jean

New High School Curriculum

Simultaneous Class & Single Class

Simultaneous Class Single Class 
Menu 1 Menu 2

Softball Group Fitness Softball 

Dance Soccer Soccer 

Park Activities Park Activities Park Activities

FALL 
SEMESTER

SPRING 
SEMESTER

The New Physical Education Curriculum
• Promotes a passion for lifelong fitness

• Offers a wider variety of physical activities

• Is more challenging

•  Provides flexibility to better meet individual 
students’ needs and interests

In addition to the traditional 
ISST sports, our intent is to  
offer a wider variety of physical 
activities to appeal to a larger 
number of students...
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It’s not enough to have a plan…we have to put that 
plan into action. Each issue of the ASPect will bring 
you highlights from the progress that’s been made on  
implementing our strategic plan. This is where you  
can follow the evolution of ASP – from plan to action.

Plan to Action
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OBJECTIVE: 
Demonstrate 
Attributes:
    Global Citizen & 
         Responsible  
         Leaders

OBJECTIVE: 
21st Century 
Skills

OBJECTIVE:
Challenging 
Teaching & 
Learning

OBJECTIVE: 
Additional 
Language 
Proficiency

Our Mission
To inspire and prepare 

every student to achieve 
personal and academic 

excellence as an engaged global 
citizen by providing a  

challenging, innovative 
program within a 

compassionate 
environment.

Strategies
& Action Plans
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12Plan to Action

Strategy #2: We will fully exploit the benefits of technology to best  
achieve our mission and objective 
 Accomplishments:

	 •		We	implemented	year	1	initiatives	of	our	3-year	technology	
integration plan by providing increased access to computers for 
Lower School students at a ratio of one computer for every two 
students. Two sets of tablet computers were added for shared 
classroom use for two grade levels (Grades 3 & 4), which also 
increased access to the computer labs.

	 •		We	are	preparing	Grade	6	teachers	for	1:1	student	access	to	 
computers in the next academic year.

	 •		We	designed	a	Professional	Learning	Center	for	teachers.	Last	
year’s gift of 20,000€ from the PFA will be used toward acquiring 
the technology necessary to establish the center.

	 •		We	rebuilt	Poodle	to	provide	a	more	robust	portal	and	the	 
deployment of media.

Strategy #4: We will develop, implement and assess an expanded French  
and additional language learning programs 
 Accomplishments:

		•		We	have	increased	the	usage	of	the	Language	Lab	for	foreign	
language instruction. 

	 •		Three	experts	in	the	field	of	language	learning	conducted	a	
curriculum audit of our French and Spanish program Nov.29-
Dec.3. They worked alongside our teachers and community to 
identify strengths, areas for improvement and future opportuni-
ties for growth of our language programs. They assessed our 
curriculum, teaching practices, assessment approaches, resource 
materials, time to learn and use of technology for learning. Their 
final audit report is due by the end of January 2012.

	 •		Spanish	is	now	offered	in	the	Middle	School	as	an	elective	
course. This option is available each semester as part of the spe-
cialist course program.

2011-2012 is an exciting year for us – now we go from a time of planning to a time  
of action. After completing the strategic plan last year, we are in year 1 of our School  
Improvement Plan. In total, 17 action plans have been identified for implementation 
in 2011-2012. 

Here are updates on our progress in three  
distinct strategic areas:

Seventeen Specific 
Actions for 2011-2012

• 21st Century Skills for ASP
• Curriculum Audit
• Curriculum Review Cycle
• Professional Learning Center
• Online Learning Resources
• Mobile Learning Devices
• Land Purchase
• Capital Funding Campaign
• Campus Master Planning
• School Size Research
• Foreign Language Audit
• Teacher Feedback Model
• Support Services Review
• Student Leadership Program
• Extension Program Review
• Accreditation vs. Strategic Plan
• Marketing Plan

Strategy #5: We will develop and support faculty, administration 
and staff to continuously improve professional performance and 
maximize student learning  
 Accomplishments:

	 •		We	completed	a	comprehensive	review	of	various	
teacher feedback models.

	 •		We	developed	a	new	teacher	performance	review	
model which applies 13 teaching standards within 
5 domains. These standards are closely aligned 
with the National Board standards which define 
teaching excellence.

	 •		By	December,	all	goal	setting	meetings	were	 
completed between faculty members and their  
directors with an emphasis placed on alignment  
to the teaching standards.

	 •		Teachers	are	now	required	to	perform	self-assess-
ments with student feedback, set goals in line with 
the 13 standards, and receive feedback as part of a 
continuous cycle, with a formal assessment every 
third year. 

Feedback form StudentsFeedback form Colleagues

Collection of evidence of  
professional goal achievement

Formal Director Observation  
and Feedback

Learning Conversational on 
Teaching Standards with Director

Informal Director Observation 
and Feedback

Self Reflection &  
Professional Goals Setting

The diagram shows the  
annual process for all  

teachers, with the  
requirements in the  

boxes being only for those 
teachers on year one of the 

three year cycle. 

Note that new teachers 
start on year 1.

New Teacher Performance 
Review Cycle

Language Lab

Student use of computers in the classroom
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Love in a Box
For over 10 years now, ASP Middle 
School students have participated in 
the Love in a Box annual Holiday drive 
providing gifts to hundreds of needy 
children in the greater Paris area. 
Students filled a shoebox with vari-
ous items – some essential and some 
personalized – and then wrapped and 
decorated it festively. In total, over 120 
boxes were collected! 

“Giving back” is an important part of how we live 
our mission as engaged global citizens. Read on to  
learn about all aspects of giving at ASP – from student 
fundraising initiatives to the ASP Excellence Fund,  
our annual fund which allows us to make immediate, 
measurable enhancements to teaching and learning  
every year.

ASP Gives Back

Romania Club 
During the Toussaint break, eight Upper School students from the Romania Club 
took part in a program called the Romanian Children’s Relief Fund/Fondatia In-
nocenti. Their job, in a local hospital, was to play and give warmth and attention to 
infants and toddlers who have been abandoned by their families and are waiting to 
be placed in a foster home. ASP’s Romania Club was a student-led initiative, which 
evolved out of a 9th grade advisory community service project back in 2002. Each 
year, prior to going to Bucharest, the Romania Club must raise 200€ per partici-
pating student which in turn is donated to the Relief Fund. Through the Romania 
Club, the students not only personally engage in a humanitarian project but their 
fund-raising activities also provide an important source of funds for the program in 
Romania.

Students in Action

We promote service learning: it provides students the opportunity to learn about 
their community and about some important issues that affect our world. It also 
offers a genuine platform for our young people to learn more about themselves as 
contributing individuals in our society. 

In November and December our Middle School did not hesitate to demonstrate 
their spirit of giving. Through their concerted efforts, they made the Holiday Season 
perhaps a little brighter for many needy families. 

Shoe Drive 
In November, 5th Grade students held 
a shoe drive to gather shoes to donate 
to students at Mercy School in Kenya. 
With incredible energy, passion and 
teamwork the entire Lower School col-
lected over 500 pairs of shoes. Visiting 
varsity basketball players from Kenya 
International School carried the shoes 
back to Nairobi in December and will 
personally deliver them to the students 
at Mercy School.Les Restos du Coeur

Along with the other divisions, Middle School students implemented a  
canned food drive.  Students were invited to donate canned goods to be taken  
to the Les Restos du Coeur organization which in turn distributed the food  
to local families in need.

Service learning offers a genuine platform 
for our young people to learn more about 
themselves as contributing individuals in 
our society. 
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Thank you to our supporters!  Thanks to these gifts, we have been able to already 
grant this year €44,195 towards initiatives that are making an immediate impact  
on ASP learning. Last year, The Excellence Fund supported €124,000 in teacher  
initiated teaching and learning innovations.

Accessing and analyzing  
information

•		Netbooks	for	our	EAL	and	Learning	Support	students	from	Grades	3-6	to	assist	them	
with writing assignments, translations, vocabulary and research.

•		A	smartboard	for	the	Upper	School	Library	–	supporting	student	study,	presentations	and	
facilitating teaching in the Library.

•		Visualizers	for	Upper	School	English	classrooms	-	providing	an	interactive	platform	to	
display, annotate and digitally store literary texts.

•		A	smartboard	and	camera	for	7th	grade	English	and	Spanish	instruction.

Curiosity and imagination
•		A	visiting	Oxford	historian	to	speak	about	World	War	II	to	three	IB	history	classes.

•		Installation	of	a	sundial	timepiece	for	astronomy	and	science	instruction,	dedicated	to	
former ASP faculty member, Charlie Arent.

Leadership, collaboration 
and global citizenship

•		A	“Flat	Classroom”	Middle	School	student	workshop	to	create	–	via	virtual	working	
groups with students around the globe - a wiki and multimedia piece about a specific 
topic.

Critical thinking and  
problem-solving

•		Ecove	learning	software	for	the	Lower	School	learning	specialist	team	to	gather	data-
based observations of student and teacher behaviors to evaluate and assess teaching 
strategies.

Professional development for faculty 

•		Support	for	a	team	of	administrators	and	teachers	to	attend	a	“Future	of	Learning” 
conference to gather ideas and input about opportunities for curriculum and pedagogy 
in the future.

•		A	writing	specialist	to	help	enhance	the	ASP	teaching	curriculum,	involving	all	genres 
of writing across disciplines.

Funds remaining from last year are being invested in current projects.

2011-2012 School Year Excellence Fund Grants To-Date:

“After using a visualizer, a new teaching technology tool, 
for only one week, I observed a change in the reception of 
instruction and the immediate impact it had on student 
learning. The act of  going from tangible to digital and 
back again with this technological tool is truly magical!”
– Debra dalla Santa, Lower School Art

“Using the SMART response clickers allows the students 
and me to evaluate their learning in real-time… it has made 
‘quizzes’ a much more effective teaching tool that provides 
immediate, personalized feedback on their performance.”
– Anne Bayley, Upper School Science

The Excellence Fund – Gifts in Action

Our world is rapidly changing, and ASP teachers constantly identify new ways to 
advance teaching, learning and skill-building for our students.  The Excellence Fund 
allows us to fund these extraordinary opportunities that arise throughout the year 
and make much-needed investments beyond our operating budget.

Before Winter Break, our ASP community had already pledged more than €100,000 
to the 2011-2012 Excellence Fund. 

Last year’s Excellence Fund helped to 
Install 11 smartboards to bring visual 
and hands-on teaching into the life of 
the classroom across the subjects of 
Math, Social Studies, English and Music.

Last year the Excellence Fund brought 
in visiting artist Mylène Rigaudie to 
work with Lower School students on 
illustration projects.

Thanks to the 2010-2011 Excellence 
Fund, ASP partnered with Lezards  
Noirs, a French non-profit dedicated to 
promoting the art and culture of Africa, 
to host student workshops - on graphic 
art, musical instrument making and 
dance – as well as an African dance  
performance on Francophonie Day.
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The school year was off to an exciting start in the Lower School 
with many new students and several new teachers infusing  
the ASP community with their enthusiasm and ideas. Both new 
and returning students transitioned well into the day-to-day  
expectations at ASP. As part of our Lower School program, we 
encourage children to be active participants in their own 
learning. Students in all classes set their goals for the year and  
articulate their personal hopes and dreams. We strive to create a 
rich learning environment filled with opportunities for all students 
to explore new ideas.

Lower School 
       Connections

Making
      Connections

Grade 4  
Weaving technology into classroom lessons
For example, as a culminating project for our Science unit on Plants and Trees, fourth 
grade students worked cooperatively to research a specific tree located on campus. 
Students worked diligently to formulate research questions, collect information, and 
take notes. From their research, students generated organized pieces of expository 
text and then used their writing along with photographs that they took of their trees 
to design and construct their own website featuring information about a tree on the 
ASP campus. Students used Microsoft Publisher to design their websites and worked 
together to choose what they felt were the most interesting and relevant pieces of 
information to include. As a part of their website, students recorded audio files using 
“Voice Thread” to share even more information about their trees! Finally, students 
worked with Tom Mott, our Lower School Technology Facilitator in the computer lab 
to generate QR codes which were then linked directly to the websites they created. 

QR codes are a barcode-like image where QR stands for “quick response”. They can 
be read by most devices with a web camera, and almost anything can be turned into 
a QR code, including a short piece of text, and contact details such as a website or 
email address, or phone numbers. QR codes can be read with a scanning app that can 
be downloaded for free from the Apple iTunes store. QR codes are seen in more and 
more places nowadays, on everything from billboards in metro stations to the reverse 
of a menu in TGI Fridays to a water bottle label. Essentially, a QR code epitomizes 
the idea of mobile technology: Being able to access relevant, additional information 
where and when you need it.

Our 4th Grade students printed their QR codes and hung them on their respective 
trees around the ASP campus so that anytime, a visitor to the ASP campus can scan 
the code to learn more about the tree they are walking by. They also held a “Website 
Launch Party,” during which they invited their parents in to school for a Walking 
Tour of the Trees on Campus. Smartphones and iPads were aplenty as parents toured 
the grounds, walking, scanning, and learning on the spot! 

Amit Sela, Grade 3

QR codes can be seen throughout our campus, courtesy of our Lower School botanists.
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Grade 6

If you had visited the halls of the Middle School on December 2nd, you would have 
found yourself meandering through several very busy medieval villages. You would 
have certainly crossed the paths of crusaders, peasants, knights, pilgrims, mer-
chants and monks, to name but a few. You would also have had the rare privilege to 
meet medieval notables such as Joan of Arc, Marco Polo, or Charlemagne.

During the month of November, sixth grade students researched an aspect of 
medieval life in Social Studies. Using this research, they chose a historical figure or 
invented a character who would have faced particular challenges of daily life in the 
Middle Ages. In English class, students wrote a speech manuscript combining facts 
from their research with details they invented to bring their topic and character to 
life. Meanwhile, in French class students wrote letters from their character to an 
imaginary queen. Students also used their artistic abilities to create banners and 
stained glass window decorations. 

 On Medieval Day, students left behind the 21st century identities to don an 
authentic medieval persona. The day had a full schedule of festivities including a 
special performance by Upper School students, medieval “villages” where students 
delivered well-prepared character speeches and a full-dress parade, complete with 
medieval musicians.

 The entire day was a glowing success, thanks to our students who brought together 
their talents in research, writing, drawing, painting, acting, public speaking, and 
costume creation to take this unforgettable step back in time.

A big thank you also goes to our Middle School parents and volunteers not only for 
helping students create their own costumes but also for their invaluable and enthu-
siastic assistance throughout the day. 

Middle School students kicked off the year with high energy 
and enthusiasm starting with the intensive Outward Bound trip 
as a springboard. The course, designed to develop teamwork, 
self-reliance and perseverance also serves as a great catalyst 
for creating strong bonds between students and teachers. After 
learning to work together, encourage each other and face diffi-
cult situations, the students came back to ASP ready and eager 
to tackle the exciting challenges of Middle School.

Middle School 
       Connections

One of the principles of our educational program in the Middle School is to 
offer a curriculum with an interdisciplinary perspective thus emphasizing 
the link between subjects at each grade level. Here are some examples of 
how this idea is put into practice:

Grade 6 fall trip to the Savoy

Grade 8 Outward Bound trip to Ullswater, England

Grade 7 Outward Bound trip to Ullswater, England

Grade 6 Medieval Day
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Grade 7

During the first trimester, the seventh grade focused on the ideas that shaped mod-
ern democracy. In November, students went on a fieldtrip in the city of Paris that 
demonstrated the strong relationship between France and the American Colonies 
prior to, and during the revolution. In joining forces in French and Social Studies 
classes, the students made connections between the two movements toward de-
mocracy tying the Enlightenment and the revolution in America to the prevailing 
theories of the times. 

Through texts, multimedia and an excursion in the city of Paris, students expanded 
their understanding of the strong history of partnership and influence that France 
had on the Founding Fathers as they crafted the Constitution. Students created skits 
and role-played on how leaders and people of the time may have felt as the system 
by which they were being controlled was changing. These activities helped them 
develop their understanding of the freedoms and the responsibilities entailed in a 
representative system.

Paris is rich with history that ties our cultures together; over 200 years of accomplish-
ments are documented in monuments throughout the city, and we are lucky to have 
shared a piece of this with ASP students. 

Grade 8

While eighth graders were learning the history of Haussmannian Paris, Napoleon 
III and everyday life during the Belle-Epoque in French class, they were also taught 
in Social Studies the causes and effects of industrialism of this time period in  
Europe and more specifically in France. 

This unit led to a fieldtrip where students explored the main sites of the 1889 and 
1900 World fairs lead by the Francophone class. In addition, they have discovered 
the ambiance of a Belle Epoque fair at the Musée des Arts Forains. 

After their introduction to the 20th century, students gained knowledge of World 
War One and the different aspects of warfare. They have discovered the realities  
of war on the Western front in Verdun after studying letters, poetry and a  
documentary in French, English and Social Studies classes. After the trip Grade 8 
students created a film in social studies class. They developed it through the eyes 
of a character involved in the conflict, many of them using their French skills.

Grade 7 field trip in Paris

Grade 7 field trip in Paris

Grade 8 field trip to Verdun

Paris is rich with history that ties our cultures 
together; over 200 years of accomplishments 
are documented in monuments throughout the 
city, and we are lucky to have shared a piece  
of this with ASP students. 
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From the beginning of the year, the Upper School has been 
buzzing with activity, from new classes to athletics to extra- 
curricular organizations. Our Upper School program is  
designed to provide students with a well-rounded high school 
experience. Whether academic, social or cultural, organizations 
and clubs play an important role in upper school life. These  
extra-curricular activities allow students to broaden their  
horizons, deepen an interest, and work co-operatively toward  
a common goal. 

Upper School 
       Connections

A Successful Weekend at the 
Paris Model United Nations Conference

Even though the PAMUN project is obviously an educational experience, teaching 
students about responsibility, encouraging them to expand out of their comfort zone, 
and offering opportunities to practice public speaking, research of contemporary 
issues, and leadership (for the appointed officers), the conference is also run as a pro-
fessional project, and can therefore count as a first “professional experience”: dead-
lines are set in stone, and ultimately on Friday morning at 8 o’clock, doors open and 
participants start flowing-in, and there is no way to work around that but be ready 
and shipshape! A worthwhile experience of “real life” outside the classroom.

The eleventh annual Paris Model United Nations conference took place at the UN-
ESCO building in Paris. The conference, led by Ouriel Reshef and a team of twelve 
students, drew over nine hundred students from around the world for three days of 
debate on some of the UN’s most pressing issues. Senior Anthony Ghosn served as 
the Secretary-General; Alexi Bennink, Clara Steiner and Adam Willems were Deputy 
Secretaries-General; Martina Belloni was Head of Staff; Anna Bradley-Webb was 
editor-in-chief of the MUNIFICENCE newspaper. Four ASP students acted as com-
mittee Chairs: Brian Carden chaired the Security Council, Michael Carden the Euro-
pean Council, Tess Miller the Group of 77, and Sara Venkatraman the Human Rights 
Panel. ASP brought a delegation of about twenty students, all of whom had done 
extensive research on their assigned countries and topics, and who showed a level of 
innovation, articulate speech, and respectful debate that rivaled that of professional 
diplomats. Mallika Bhandari and Lidia Lagioia were recognized with Best Delegate 
awards, and Flavia Garcia received an Honorable Mention. Although the conference 
is planned, prepared and led by a small Executive Team (the Twelve Apostles), it 
should be noted that between the delegates, the Admin Staff, and the Jazz band, al-
most a full-third of the Upper School was involved in one way or the other in making 
PAMUN one of the best conferences on the MUN circuit.

The PAMUN conference provides an authentic platform for debating ideas, finding 
solutions collaboratively and experiencing the complexities of a multilateral organi-
zation such as the United Nations. It is impressive to witness such young partici-
pants express with clarity and conviction their mutual passion for the betterment of 
our society. It is also an inspiring preview of the remarkable leadership of tomorrow.

Last December, after months of preparation and planning, 
a delegation of ASP students took their skills, knowledge 
and determination to one of the most anticipated,  
hallmark event of the year: the Paris Model United  
Nations conference.

The PAMUN conference provides an authentic platform for debating ideas, 
finding solutions collaboratively and experiencing the complexities of a  
multilateral organization such as the United Nations. It is impressive to  
witness such young participants express with clarity and conviction their 
 mutual passion for the betterment of our society. It is also an inspiring  
preview of the remarkable leadership of tomorrow.

PAMUN conference at the UNESCO building in Paris

ASP Delegates
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Steven Barclay is the director of the Steven Barclay Agency, based in Petaluma, 
California. He works with writers and artists, arranging speaking events around  
the world. Below we follow Steven from his time at ASP to his current career.

THEN: 
Steven attended ASP from 1965 – 1975 (from first grade to midway through 10th 
grade), where his favorite subjects were Music and Choir with teacher Norman 
Proulx. Recollections of ASP are tied to genial memories of his ten years living in 
Paris. After his time at ASP, Steven spent 6 years working at a college, presenting the 
campus lectures. It was there that he developed his passion for reading and writers. 
Steven was fortunate to discover this interest, and a profession in which he could 
use it, as presenting lectures and acting as an agent became a career that he has been 
enjoying for 30 years.

NOW... 
Steven currently resides both in Petaluma, California and in Paris, France. He works 
with around 60 writers and journalists, contracting speaking events for them all 
around the world. He loves that his job allows him to be a part of a cultural landscape 
that helps shape the way people think and live. The relationships Steven has devel-
oped with individuals in the world of literature and those he interacts with at cultural 
events are a very rewarding benefit of his job. 

Steven thinks of his ten years at ASP with a great deal of affection, and he feels  
grateful that his father had a job that allowed his family to live the overseas experi-
ence in Paris. His appreciation and fond memories of his time at ASP have stayed 
with Steven over the years, and he has made it a point to give back to the school that 
had such a positive influence on him. Since 2001, each year Steven has arranged and 
funded a visiting writer event for the ASP community. The event is always a huge 
success and it is a great example of an ASP alumnus staying in touch and using his 
unique talents to give back.

In this issue, 
meet...
Steven Barclay

11th Annual Alcazar Reunion!

On January 5th, more than 50 past ASP students and teachers gathered at the  
Alcazar restaurant in Paris. From the class of ’73 to the class of ’11, from Miami to 
Bristol, alumni poured through the doors and the stories and memories flowed from 
there. Thanks to all who came – we look forward to seeing everyone next year!

Whether you spent one year or ten at ASP, you share a 
special bond with thousands of our alumni spanning 
the globe. In each issue of the ASPect, we will introduce 
you to an alumnus, showcasing the myriad paths that 
an ASP graduate may take.

Alumni
      Connections

Peter Green with two ASP alumns

Since 2001, each year  
Steven has arranged  
and funded a visiting  
writer event for the  
ASP community.


