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1 MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

2-	22	 IB/AP	exams

7	 PFA	Meeting	9-11AM

8 VICTORY DAY BANK HOLIDAY

9	 U.S	Liaison	Meeting

11	 MS	Walkathon

12	 International	Day

15	 Sports	Booster	Meeting	2.00PM

17 ASCENSION DAY BANK HOLIDAY

18	 MS	Poetry	Day

19	 Home	Sports

21-24	 Grades	2/3/4	Extended	Field	Trip

MAY JUNE

24-26	 MS	Musical

24	 Spring	ISST’s

24	 Board	Meeting

28	 Pentecost	Bank	Holiday

28-31	 Senior	Trip

22	 MS	Music	Festival	-	Band

22	 Asp	Music	Festival

22	 Community	Town	Hall	

23-24	 Sports	(Home)

27	 Ms	Music	Festival	-	Choir

29	 	Asp	Music	Festival	-	3D	Vocal

1	 MS	Dance

4-8	 5th	Grade	Extended	Field	Trip

5	 	Retirees/	Long	timers	
Recognition	4PM

11	 Coordinators	Meeting	3.45PM

11	 LS	&	MS	Guitar	Concert

13	 Sports	Awards

13	 	Senior	Academic	
Awards	Ceremony

13	 US	Liaisons	Meeting

14	 Senior	Prom

15	 US	Awards	Assembly

15	 MS	Closing	Ceremony

15 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

16	 Graduation

Congratulations

CLASS OF
2012



In this spring issue of The ASPect we ask Head of School Mark E. Ulfers to provide a 
progress report on two exciting, transformative initiatives at ASP: The Campus 
Development Project and the Language Learning Audit.

Mark’s Asked 
 & Answered

SPRING

Campus Development

ASPect: Following the purchase of our campus property in December 2011, 
the school has embarked on a campus development project or “Master Plan-
ning”. What can you tell us about the progress with this initiative?

MEU: After three months since the purchase of our school property, we have made a 
great deal of progress in our campus planning. Our board of trustees, faculty, staff, ad-
ministration and members of our community have been involved with the elaboration 
of the Campus Development Program Brief. The Program Brief is a document that essen-
tially captures ASP’s key priorities for a campus-wide facilities improvement plan that 
includes both remodeling and new construction. It involves a redefinition of the educa-
tional environment that will align the manner in which we wish to teach with the type of 
facilities that we need now and as we move beyond the beginnings of the 21st century.

Our key principle is that instruction 
guides construction. Of course we are 
looking at some purpose-built facilities 
but we are also taking into consideration 
our current assets. Our campus design 
will use an approach referred to as a smart 

build, seeking optimal use of space between existing facilities and new construction. 
Bowie Gridley Architects, the firm from Washington, D.C. that is helping us with the 
Program Brief, has indicated that the integrity of our buildings is very strong. So there is 
every reason for us to look at the manner in which we might reallocate the current space 
more effectively and efficiently. We need to ensure that we develop a concept that offers 
high percentage of use throughout the school day as well as a “24/7 model” where we 
can be open to many other learning opportunities on our campus. .

ASPect: What are the guiding principles the school is following in 
developing the plan? 

MEU: Actually we do have a very specific set of guiding principles and I think worthy 
of mentioning here. Please refer to the sidebar in this article for a list of the guidelines we 
have developed to provide a commonly understood framework for matching our facili-
ties improvements with the school’s mission. Again, the only reason we are doing any 
of this is to ensure that in the context of instruction guiding construction, we are better 
able to live our mission – specifically as it relates to helping our young people achieve 
personal and academic excellence and to be actively engaged in their learning.

ASPect: What are the next steps?

MEU: Keeping in mind that we have just 
purchased our campus property, we are 
very fortunate to be financially healthy 
and hence we do have the opportunity 
to initiate a remodel and rebuild concept 
for our school. Obviously we need to now 
ensure that, as we look at the educational 
specifications for what we wish to ac-
complish with campus development, we 
stay within theoretical cost projections to 

maintain our financial stability for now and into the future. We are developing a more re-
fined master plan to ensure we are concentrating on our needs as opposed to the wants, 
placing a sharper focus on our priorities for teaching and learning.

ASPect: On another subject, ASP is undergoing a complete audit of its 
language program. What is the school seeking to achieve by doing so?

MEU: Over the past number of years, the ASP community shared considerable feed-
back about our language learning programs. One of the great challenges in any overseas 
school is the teaching of the home country language, in this case French. At ASP we are 
seeking to focus on the following:

 •  Developing a common perspective across our school on a 
language learning philosophy and objectives

 •  Developing a fully responsive written curriculum

 •  Re-addressing the manner in which we use French culture and the 
teaching of language

 •  Ensuring the range of learners within our school population is 
being served 

 •  And most assuredly, investigating ways to promote language 
learning through the best pedagogy and resources. 

We also know that we need to focus on the type of materials we use for teaching and 
learning languages as well as technology in helping our young people learn smarter. 
And finally to look at other languages we could teach at our school. There is no doubt in 
my mind that Asian languages are to be considered and a determination is to be made on 
what additional languages best serve the long term success of our students.

But before engaging in the expansion of our program, our first step is to ensure that 
WHAT we are already doing, we are doing well. This is the reason why we have focused 
this initial language audit on the teaching of French and Spanish – the current languages 
offered at our school.

Language Learning Audit
Our key principle is 
that instruction guides 
construction. 

Our campus design 
will use an approach 
referred to as a smart 
build, seeking optimal 
use of space between 
existing facilities and 
new construction.

Grade 5, Theatre Experience
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ASPect: What are some of the key learnings from the audit?

MEU: We did ask three experts in the field of language learning to take a look at the ma-
jor themes described above. After spending close to a week with us, conducting numer-
ous interviews as well as class observations, they arrived at a series of commendations 
and recommendations for our program. They did find a lot of strengths in our program 
and most importantly from the perspective of students who felt that French and Spanish 
language learning are important and that they were gaining valuable knowledge and 
understanding.

The auditors clearly commended us for elevating global citizenship through language 
learning and confirmed that our very specific improvement steps were the right ones. 
They also believed and confirmed that our wish to become known for language learning 
as a future signature for our school was critically important not only in a competitive 

context but mostly respective to 21st 
century skills where language learning 
is seen as one of the more important 
skill sets that we can offer our young 
people as they seek to succeed in a very 
complex global community. 

The recommendations they left in-
volved the upgrade of our curriculum 
and the need to use our curriculum in 
other areas of the school to teach lan-
guages. This is referred to as content-

based teaching where what is being learned in science or social studies for example 
could also be the source of conversation and learning in other languages. In other words, 
integrating language learning in other disciplines to promote greater oracy, reading, 
writing and comprehension.

The report also indicated that we need to utilize the Paris region and beyond as much 
more of a language-learning laboratory and that we need to do more with language 
learning beyond the regular school day. In other words, focus on new opportunities 
to increase language-learning time. We see this as a remarkable opportunity that other 
aspects of our program can help to serve. As an example, our Extension Program could 
indeed be providing language-learning enhancement courses after school, on weekends, 
during holidays and throughout the summer. We will be looking at these opportunities.

ASPect: What specific goals will we be pursuing? 

MEU: We have set very specific goals with regards to our language program. Our focus 
right now is to tie language learning curriculum and teaching practices together across 
the school as a common philosophy and agree on a set of objectives about what we teach 
and how we teach. This alone is a major step. We will also focus on professional develop-
ment for all language learning faculty on content-based instructional practices as well 
as the best way to assess instruction. And finally, we need to ensure that our language 
curriculum is developmental and articulated from one grade to the next and more im-
portantly, from one proficiency level to the next. 

Put simply, we want to ensure we have very specific language outcome statements for 
language learning across the school and that we are able to be explicit in communicating 
them to our community.

Note from the Editor

Flexibility and Adaptability: 
Facilities should be easily adaptable 
to continuously changing educational 
program needs and multiple learning 
modalities. 

Instruction guides Construction: 
Curriculum, teaching and learning 
should lead all decision making for 
facilities improvements.

Planning for Student 
Enrollment Growth: 
Enrollment will increase to between 
approximately 925-975 students. 

Build Community: 
Facilities should foster collaboration and 
human connections (students, teachers, 
parents, and the community). The master 
plan should reinforce the ASP culture of 
three divisions, one campus. 

Strong Divisional Identity: 
Each Division should have a clearly 
visible identity and a sense of place.

Environmental Stewardship: 
New facilities should be high perfor-
mance and environmentally responsive.

Develop Bridges: 
Connect Divisions to each other through 
innovative design and placement of 
shared program spaces (arts, libraries, 
technology, faculty support, student 
gathering).

Everyone a Learner: 
Facilities must be provided to foster 
learning for the entire ASP community: 
students, faculty, staff, and families.

Financial Stewardship: 
Any facilities development plan should 
seek to efficiently reuse and redeploy 
existing assets where appropriate for 
supporting the school’s mission.

The following Guiding Principles were developed to provide a commonly under-
stood framework for matching facilities improvements with the school’s mission. 
These principles are drawn from ASP’s Strategic Plan and the need to appropriately 
fund ongoing innovation and program improvements.

Grade 5, Theatre Experience

“ASP by the Numbers” 

 “ASP by the Numbers” highlights facts about our school community and 
points of pride. Throughout the pages of the ASPect, you’ll find out more about 
these numbers and why we consider them an important part of our story.

12
of May – the date our ASP  

community celebrates  
International Day!

10
Number of years the 

Visiting Writer program 
has existed at ASP

9
Number (Kg) of pieces 

jaunes collected in LS in 
support of sick children

30%
Reduction in waste in LS cafeteria 

as a result of an Eco-Ecole initiative

21
Number of new families who 

joined ASP since January

17
Number of Action Steps in 

the 2011-12 in the School 
Improvement Plan

245
Number of students involved 

in the ASP 3-D concerts

40
Number of faculty 

members who applied for 
Excellence Fund grants 450

Number of attendees at 
the Bonne Année event 1534

Number of students 
enrolled in Extension 

Program this year

1025
Number of athletes who 

were housed by ASP parents 
year-to-date

language learning is seen as 
one of the more important 
skill sets that we can offer 
our young people as they 
seek to succeed in a very 
complex global community. 

ASP extension program

Welcome to the second issue of the ASPect. Launched in January 2012, the 
new ASPect focuses on bringing you stories from all facets of life at ASP – from 
student activities to alumni news to progress reports on our strategic plan and 
more. We thank you for the positive feedback you shared with us so far and hope 
that you will continue to find the content relevant and informative. But of course, 
none of this would be possible without the participation of our entire community 
and so, we would like to thank our students, parents, faculty and staff, and alumni 
for submitting their story ideas and photos that help bring the ASP story to life. In 
particular I would like to express my gratitude to Usha Viswanathan for her won-
derful writing contributions to this issue. Next month look for our special edition, 
which will pay tribute to the graduating class of 2012.

Renée Bélec, Communications Manager
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At ASP our mission is truly our driving force, and we want to 
constantly ensure that our actions are in line with our beliefs. 
Last year, members of the ASP community came together to 
develop a mission statement that was a true reflection of the 
goals and direction of this school. With this in mind, each in-
dividual word in the mission statement was carefully consid-
ered and evaluated. As a result, we now have a mission that 
we can confidently stand behind. Here we share the meaning 
behind the words and celebrate the future direction of ASP. 

Living 
Our
Mission

International 
Community:

Celebrating young people and  
families from 57 nationalities, 27  

language groups with diverse  
interests, abilities, perspectives  

and talents.
Global Citizen:

Shaping engaged, contributing,  
responsible and successful global  

citizens. Strong skills in communication 
including multi-lingualism, multi- 

culturalism, problem solving, curiosity, 
imagination, digital literacy, service  

learning and adaptability are building  
blocks to global citizenship.

Personal  
Excellence:

The development of interpersonal, 
leadership, collaborative and  

health living skills, and personal 
interests and passions.

Inspire: 
To inspire, to motivate, to  
spark passion for learning.

Our Mission

  The American School of Paris is a  

  vibrant, international, 

  family-oriented community.

 Our mission is to inspire and prepare 

 every student to achieve personal  
 and academic excellence as an  

  engaged global citizen by 

  providing a challenging, innovative  

  program within a compassionate environment.
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Erin – k-2:

The playground!

Ioannis & Jikwon – Grade 6:

The Savoy Outward Bound trip because 
it was a real adventure and allowed us to 
make new friends.

Name one of your favorite ASP 
moments this year.

Cole – Grade 7:

ASP winning in MS boys basketball

Will – Grade 7:

The second term dance because it gave 
us an opportunity to hang out with friends 

from the entire Middle School.

Agnès – P.E. Teacher:

I’m excited about everything we 
do at the school everyday!

Rachel – Grade 12: 

I’m an English tutor and I love 
helping out kids with their homework.

Siya – Grade 2:

Making friends on my first day of school 
and singing in Mr. Chater’s class.

ASP Voices brings you voices from our community. You’ll 
hear from teachers, parents, and most importantly – our 
students about a variety of topics.

ASP
Voices

Jean-Christophe Denis

ASP Originals

In each issue, The ASPect will introduce a member of the 
ASP team, an employee whose quiet and steady efforts are 
directed to make campus life safe and enjoyable. You may 
not have met these staff members nor have seen the ways 
in which their individual contributions aid your children’s 
learning. Here’s your chance.

Name: Jean-Christophe Denis
Position: Lower School Cafeteria Cook

My name is Jean-Christophe, and I have worked as a cook at ASP for eight 
years in the Lower School cafeteria. Cooking for me is a way of pleasing people, 
using my creativity and autonomy. I love creating something extraordinary from 
very basic ingredients. My goal every day at ASP is to prepare meals that children 
will want to eat. I want to bring that little extra touch that will please the kids and 
make them feel good about eating healthy.

When I first started to work with the younger students, I was amazed at the 
amount of food that was wasted, sometimes barely touched. In my experience, 
there are only two reasons why children don’t eat their meals: they either don’t like 
the food or the food is simply not good – which are two different things! 

I have three children of my own so 
I have a good baseline. It occurred to 
me that we needed to better adapt our 
meals to our students’ eating habits. Un-
derstanding the cultural diversity of our 
clientele was key as well as understand-
ing their own preferences. So we asked 
them what their favorite foods were, and 
it was surprising to note that the major-
ity suggested very healthy choices!

As a team we were able to rework our menus to offer internationally themed 
meals every week as well as vegetarian options enabling our young people to dis-
cover foods from around the world and experience new tastes, or better yet, feel 
right at home. 

We improved the quality of our meals by integrating more bio products, more 
fresh foods and also adjusted portion sizes where appropriate to help reduce waste. 
When I serve the LS students at lunch, I encourage each one of them to take veg-
etables — to at least have a try. I watch and make a point of congratulating them 
when they eat their vegetables. 

By interacting with the children we get to know them better and we can better 
serve their needs. Now when they finish their meal, they proudly come up to me to 
show their empty plate. 

That’s what I love about my job – seeing our students empty their plates and 
then have all the energy they need for an afternoon of learning.

That’s what I love about my 
job – seeing our students 
empty their plates and then 
have all the energy they 
need for an afternoon of 
learning.
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Math Teacher Barbara Trudeau with LS Students

Teaching
& Learning

ASPect: What is your impression of language 
learning at ASP? 

PM: Commitment is the first word that comes to mind 
when I think of ASP and its language programs. I am 
also struck by what a hardworking community ASP is, 
and how dedicated its members are to student learn-

ing. In a world where the pace of knowledge generation and change is rapidly 
increasing, an educational institution can only remain at the leading edge if it is 
committed to examining its own practices, asking the hard questions, and if it is 
committed to the learning of all the members of its community. I get the impression 
that the language departments at ASP fit this profile. The language program has 
many strengths. Various levels of proficiency are catered for from beginners to ad-
vanced speakers. Teachers are afforded rich opportunities for professional develop-
ment (PD).  A focus on global citizenship within the school mission also contributes 
to the motivation to learn languages. Yet, the school is still looking to expand lan-
guage offerings. There is a recognition that if language learning is going to become 
a signature of the ASP mission, and students are going to attain the language skills 
required to compete internationally, the current program will need to be enriched.

 ASPect: What are some of the measures that can be undertaken to im-
prove language learning opportunities? 

PM: These include:
 • Revisiting ASP’s language teaching and learning philosophy

 •  Promoting content-based teaching strategies in language classes 
so students are learning more than just language

 •  Rewriting curricula to make intended learning outcomes/expec-
tations more visible to all

 •  Increasing coordination across all three divisions of the school

 •  Reviewing EAL (English as an Additional Language) learners 
entrance and exit measures, and considering how students who 
have exited the program can still be monitored and supported

Lower School Math Problem Solvers

Our Lower School mathematics program prides itself on its dynamism, 
its accommodations to different learning styles, and its grounding in National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) standards and principles. The 
result: over the last several years the Lower School team of math teachers has 
worked on honing a coherent scope and sequence for grades K1 through 5 
that reflect best practices in math education. Our challenge: the inherent time 
constraints of an international school calendar. We have addressed those chal-
lenges by putting into place weekly or semi-weekly problem-solving groups 
in grades 1 through 5. This instructional strategy puts into practice several of 

the important Process Standards that are defined by NCTM as essential to life-
long mathematics competency: use of models; communication of thinking and 
reasoning; making of connections with previous knowledge and with real-life 
applications; and, the use of logical reasoning in solving problems.

All of our efforts are centered on our firm belief that building numeracy, 
like literacy acquisition, should be challenging, broadening, and relevant for all 
students. Fortunately, at ASP our mission and organizational structure allow 
us to make use of EAL, Learning Support, and math coaching professionals so 
that mathematics teaching and learning is indeed a collaborative experience. 
And, a joy to behold!

•  Taking advantage of extra-curricular activities so that they better sup-
port language learning

•  Weighing the teaching of some subjects or modules for some students 
through French and Spanish

•  Increasing collaboration with local French schools

•  Promoting differentiated learning such as accelerated or otherwise 
flexible groupings

•  Providing ongoing PD specific to teaching and learning practices con-
nected to content-based approaches

•  Seeking other ways of increasing faculty dialog across divisions on 
teaching and learning.

ASPect: From your perspective, what are the critical next steps for ASP?

PM: First, it would be helpful to distill from existing ASP documents and through ad-
ditional discussions within the school community, ASP’s vision for language learning. 
A vision of what the ASP community wishes to achieve in the area of language learning 
can facilitate planning and help build momentum for change. 

Second, language learning is enhanced when it is integrated with the learning of mean-
ingful and challenging non-linguistic content and when learners are motivated to learn 
the language for authentic communicative purposes. This is already the case for many 
ASP students who are learning subjects such as Mathematics, Science and Social Stud-
ies through the medium of English which is not their first language. In effect, second 
language learning is more effective when it is cognitively and communicatively chal-
lenging. Learning language ‘just-in-case’ for possible future use is less motivating than 
using language in the here and now to learn meaningful content be that about history, 
geography, culture or new technologies. This will require redeveloping the existing 
curriculum. 

Third, both ASP and its parents and students may wish to consider how extra-curricu-
lar activities can be used to enhance language-learning opportunities.

A few months ago, we invited three experts in the field of language 
learning to conduct a curriculum audit of our French and Span-
ish programs. Dr. Peeter Mehisto, Dr. Ian Gulliford and Dr. Fred 
Genesse have been charged with working with our teachers and 
community to identify strengths, areas for improvement and fu-
ture opportunities for growth of our language programs. In Janu-
ary, they submitted an audit report formulating their commenda-
tions and recommendations.
Peeter Mehisto was recently at ASP for a follow-up meeting and 
we asked him to answer some questions regarding the audit. 
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21st Century Skills Conference

For six ASP faculty, a recent trip to London transported them to a new world 
— one of exciting ideas for improving how students learn. The forum: a two-day 
conference aptly named “Learning Without Frontiers” showcased not only how to 
teach the “three R’s” (reading, writing and arithmetic) in fresh ways, but addressed 
novel approaches to harness and share the wealth of information that constantly 
springs from advances in technology. 

Margaret Coleman (LS Director), Regina d’Addario (LS teacher), Kevin McLean 
(US science teacher), Mary Carley (MS teacher), Mario Chioini (US Librarian) and 
Larry Love (IT Director) attended the forward-thinking, idea-provoking forum – a 
compelling reminder of the creative possibilities technology puts at one’s disposal 
yes, but an even stronger reminder that all the technology in the world does not 
replace the power of collaborative thinking and pulling talent together to find so-
lutions.

“It was two days of big thinking and 
big ideas of where we’re going as socie-
ties,” said US Librarian Mario Chioini. 
“We had people from lots of business 
disciplines, the press, and the technol-
ogy sector, but the big theme was the 
future of education in multiple fields.”

In an effort to support faculty, ad-
ministration, and staff to continuously improve their professional performance 
and maximize student learning, conferences such as this one are offered to ASP 
employees with the expectation that they bring back to the classroom new tools 
that will help students learn better.

This conference’s ideas were especially relevant for schools such as ASP 
where one-third of the student population turns-over annually, noted Fourth Grade 
Teacher Gina D’Addario. “We live in a world that is so mobile, and as teachers, it 
is absolutely essential that we find ways to make our content relevant, our assess-
ments genuine, and identify opportunities in which student learning can be inter-

est driven,” she said. “It is our respon-
sibility to teach students and present 
content in a way that helps them make 
real world connections, to see possi-
bilities for applying their knowledge 
and to see the relevance of any type of 
assessment.”

It’s how to address the age-old stu-
dent refrain, “But, how will I ever use 
Algebra in real life?”, noted D’Addario’s 
colleagues. “Our goal as teachers is to 
create the very best learning experi-
ences,” said D’Addario. “There were 
many important lessons we took away from the conference, including the need 
create conditions wherein students recognize that they are not given tests on in-
formation; rather, they are asked to test solutions to problems.” 

“There were many impor-
tant lessons we took away 
from the conference, includ-
ing the need to create con-
ditions wherein students 
recognize that they are not 
given tests on information; 
rather, they are asked to 
test solutions to problems.” 

“We live in a world that is 
so mobile, and as teachers, 
it is absolutely essential 
that we find ways to make 
our content relevant...”

Physics First 

“Learn to walk before you run” is a familiar proverb that simply means start 
with the basics before moving on to the difficult stuff; knowledge must be gained 
step by step. Today, a similar approach is suggested for science instruction, one 
that upends the traditional order of science study in high school, by redefining the 
customary order of science offerings of biology, chemistry, and then physics.

Framing the approach around Nobel Laureate Leon Lederman’s famous quote 
that “Physics is the overarching scientific discipline. To take chemistry before 
physics is like taking calculus before algebra”. From this philosophy, MIT pro-
fessors have designed a high school curriculum that puts physics first in the se-
quence of science subjects taught.

Physics is the study of the fundamental forces of science. It’s the all-encom-
passing subject that explains principles of chemistry and biology. Because physics 
teaches HOW science works, it is only logical that it should be placed first in the 
series of science subjects to be studied. The approach not only supports inquiry-
based teaching, it also introduces the building blocks of basic scientific concepts 
that can be studied in depth later.

The traditional sequence of high school science studies was created more 
than a century ago. Its objective: train students to observe, describe, and draw 

for the purpose of categorization. Sci-
ence courses, largely textbook driven, 
were typically treated as independent 
and unrelated. Unfortunately, this tra-
ditional approach has not kept up with 
scientific advances or changes in math-
ematics teaching where algebra is intro-
duced as early as seventh grade. 

For example, improved understand-
ing of cellular functions, molecular 

structures and the structure of the DNA, makes the study of biology more complex 
than ever. The result: with biology probing areas of chemistry, basic topics in biol-
ogy only make sense when having studied chemistry first. 

As with most American schools, ASP students learn biology in the ninth grade, 
chemistry in tenth, and physics in the 11th or 12th grades. By pushing physics out 
into the higher grades, ASP’s students would miss the opportunity to benefit from 
the solid foundation physics concepts provide and could even find themselves 
graduating without ever having taken a physics course.

The Upper School science department has proposed a revised Science Se-
quence that addresses the need to bridge the gap among disciplines and better 
follow the natural order of science instruction. After thorough review by the cur-
riculum committee, the following Science Sequence was approved and will be im-
plemented starting with the next academic year: 

Physical Science: a year-long course
2/3 of the year covering physics
1/3 of the year covering chemistry

Life Science: a year-long course
1/3 of the year covering chemistry 
2/3 of the year covering biology

The new Science Sequence will first be introduced in grade nine and will be 
rolled out fully the following year for tenth graders. Thanks to a generous grant 

from the Excellence Fund, all new lab equipment and 
teacher toolkits have been acquired to ensure a success-
ful program implementation. 

These changes are significant and are put in place to 
better prepare students for chemistry and biology and ul-
timately for the IB and AP programs. Known as the Phys-
ics First initiative, the effort will help reinforce the under-
standing of basic scientific principles and give students 
needed tools to best understand science and succeed.

Physics First
Sequences of Upper 
School Science Studies

Creative problem solving

The approach not only 
supports inquiry-based 
teaching, it also introduc-
es the building blocks of 
basic scientific concepts 
that can be studied in 
depth later.

BIO
Biology

CHEM
Chemistry

PHY
Physics

Teaching & Learning 6



Film Festival

Six years ago the American School of Paris started a film festival. Over 
the years it has developed into The European Student Film Festival. Last  
November, Prague served as the setting for a very successful festival at-
tended by 11 ASP students and two ASP teachers. In addition to stunning 
views of the city, students were treated to state-of-the-art material, high-end  
workshops with film professionals, and the chance to test their production 
skills in the famous “24-hour film challenge”. This year’s theme was “take 
it to the streets”, and we moved the film challenge to the streets of Prague. 
This new guerrilla film technique allowed students to take advantage of 
the exquisite venue by shooting the film challenge in the city. Twenty-one 
films were screened in this year’s film competition. The judges were duly 
impressed by the diverse subject matter, the quality of the productions and 
the students’ dedication to excellence. Vibrant exchanges resonated 
throughout the festival. The festival gathered together people who love 
film and gave them the opportunity to create, discuss and view films.  
The creative enthusiasm was infectious.

Wholeness
of Education

Eco-Ecole

It’s not easy being green, sang a certain frog decades ago, who wondered 
whether there could be something better than “having to spend each day the 
color of the leaves.”

Fast forward 40 years, and Kermit the Frog would be heartened by the en-
thusiasm for all things green shown today by schoolchildren throughout France, 
thanks in part to an Eco-Ecole initiative to create environmentally beautiful and 
sustainable campuses nationwide. 

Last January the Lower, Middle and Upper Schools reported on their pro-
gress to date to meet milestones toward achieving certification as an Eco-Ecole, 
a set of standards established by the Foundation for Environmental Education 
in Europe, a non-profit group that encourages schools to adopt eco-friendly 
practices.

Now, ASP can report that after two years of planning it has implemented 
measures in key areas of waste reduction and waste recycling and is on its way 
to applying for the Eco-Ecole label in April 2015.

The moniker is awarded to schools that build curriculums that emphasize 
environmental mindfulness. “Eco-Ecole has been a good way to organize our-
selves and has given us a blueprint to communicate our commitment to green 

practices,” said Anne Bayley, US 
Science teacher and co-chair with 
Facilities Director Mike Breen of 
the initiative.

“We first completed an audit of 
where we needed to go as a school 
to achieve standards required by 
the program,” said Bayley. Today, administrators, faculty, and students have 
jointly spearheaded efforts that have resulted in added environmental courses; 
more classroom plants; an outdoor garden for the LS; energy efficient lighting; 
campus-wide recycling bins and classroom composting containers; improved 
signage to reduce light usage; reduced wastage of disposable products in the 
cafeteria; and, a faculty paper reduction competition.

A school-wide audit to examine actual waste and energy reduction is next, 
says Bayley. And, the Green Team will continue to encourage students to keep 
discovering ways to use less of all natural resources and to save resources they 
use daily. “We’re determined to build a community that cares about the envi-
ronment, whether that’s using re-useable water bottles or learning how to print 
on both sides of a sheet of paper, said Green Team President Sara Venkatra-
man. “The Green Team is going to reach out to other schools so that we can 
adopt more and even better initiatives that will help us become an Eco-Ecole.”

“We first completed an audit of where we needed to 
go as a school to achieve standards required by the 
program.”

The American School of Paris is pleased to host the next festival. Any 
student who has taken a digital film making class and all IB film students 
will be participating in the next festival. I look forward to bringing student 
film makers from around Europe to the streets of Paris. 
Laura Schupack

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS: 
November 14-18th 2012

ASP Eco-Ecole Committee Members: 
Paul Albright, MS
Jo Jarvis, LS
Jim Denison, MS/US
Elizabeth Lefevre, US
Patrick Ginestet, Cafeteria
Mike Breen, Facilities & Grounds
Michel Lami, IT
Mary Nino, parent
Sara Venkatraman, US student

Student Presentation at the Eco-Ecole 
community evening 

7



Math Made Radically Fun!

“The essence of mathematics is not to make simple things complicated, but to make 
complicated things simple.” -- S. Gudder. 

That’s exactly what the “mathletes” at the Junior and Senior ISMTF Math 
Competition managed to do – make difficult math problems seem….well…almost 
easy!

The ISMTF (International Schools Mathematics Teachers Foundation) is a 
nonprofit foundation whose purpose is to provide support in the enrichment of 
teaching and learning of mathematics at international schools, nurture exchange 
of experiences among mathematics educators, and to help generate interest in 
and enthusiasm for mathematics among students of these schools. Each year, the 
Foundation organizes math competitions in Junior, Senior and Middle School cat-
egories. The events provide participants the opportunity to test their math skills 
against their peers from other international schools but equally importantly, they 
provide a wonderful platform for camaraderie and the discovery of new cultures 
and destinations.

The ISMTF Junior Mathematics Competition was held in Milan, Italy on 
February 3rd – 5th and was hosted by the American School of Milan. This year, 
a total of 48 international schools and 271 students participated in the competi-
tion. ASP student representatives:

Chae Heon Song, Ayush Goel, and Abishek Singh placed 7th out of 88 teams. 
Chae Heon Song placed 2nd in the Sunday Chase Competition.

Chae Heon Song (10) 
Ayush Goel (10) 
Sid Cairae (9) 
Fiona Bell (10) 

Eva Chorna (10) 
Charles de Crussol d’Uzes (9) 
Natasha Lodhi (9) 
Abishek Singh (10)

Congratulations to both the Junior and 
Senior math teams. They performed well 
and did a great job representing ASP. 

International Student Council Conference: Journey to Emerald City

The ISMTF Senior Mathematics Competition was held in The Netherlands 
on February 10th - 12th and was hosted by the American School of The Hague. 
Fouty-three international schools and 230 students participated in the competi-
tion. ASP student representatives:

Ji-Won Choi received a medal for finishing in the top 20 in the individual round.

Ji-Won Choi (11) 
Alex Laloum (11) 
Hyoney Kwon (11) 
Lucas Charpentier (11) 

Nitin Dadwal (11) 
Samantha Wagner (11)  

By Mallika Bhandari, Grade 9
If the student council is a representation of the students, then a conference of 

these governments would be a “classroom of the world”, abundant with ideas and 
innovation. From Friday, March 16th, to Sunday, March 18th, such a multicultural 
forum was founded here in Paris, at the International School Student Council Con-
ference (ISSCC). 

While the student council may be a staple 
in many schools, each body represents diverse 
students, and thus have all created successful 
variations of a traditional student council. As 
co-founder Anthony Ghosn aptly put it, “The 
entire idea of the ISSCC was borne out of the 
principle that diversity can lead to innovation. 
By sharing our differences, we knew that we 
could create ideas and generate discussion in a 
way that could meaningfully improve the par-
ticipating communities.” Mr. Ulfers, our Head of School, gave the inaugural speech 
about perseverance to the attendees, leaving them invigorated and excited for the 
weekend ahead. This speech, while full of inspirational words, cautioned delegates 
for the weekend ahead, where they would not only have to remember ideals such 
as perseverance, but also keep collaboration and diversity at the forefront of their 
minds. 

Saturday started with homage to one of these key principles: diversity. In 
order to capitalize on this quality, each student council explained their internal 
structures and the events that they use to serve their student communities. These 
presentations not only allowed ideas to be shared, but also identified a major gap 
in communication between international student councils; there was no universal 
purpose. 

Throughout the course of this last year, ASP as a community has seen the 
importance of establishing a clear mission to all that is done. Translating our prin-
ciples into this forum, the council established “common values”, to ensure that all 
ISSCC attendees knew the exact premise of being a student council. With these 
end goals in mind, the conference called for identifying means; how was one to 
achieve such ambitious goals? 

Originally, the conference was supposed to mandate that each attending 
school followed the same structure for councils. However, schools could not agree 
on whose methodology was “better”, resulting in a heated, and contentious debate. 

Yet, when Sunday morning arrived, this idea was revisited. Diversity was 
our greatest strength in this conference; killing one’s greatest asset would make 
no sense. A student council is not like a dollar-store, “one-size-fits-all” rag; it is 

a suit, made from the best materials there are, 
and tailored to fit the appropriate institution. 
Yet, this suit must have a basic template: why 
should a student council not, too? On this train 
of thought, the ISSCC passed “data-base” con-
stitution, where each school outlined their indi-
vidual components for success, and filed them 
under an appropriate section. 

In essence, this constitution represented 
the entire conference. Its database style exhibited diversity, and the goals of the 
constitution showed embodiment of basic student council principles. Yet, this con-
stitution’s biggest asset was not actually the final product; it was the process. Some 
may call it “Yellow Brick Road”, as a reference the infamous Wizard of Oz. The 
delegates came with a “tornado” of ideas, ready to tackle all issues and achieve 
greatness. Along the way, though, there were some learning experiences, which 
allowed us to truly become persistent, open-minded, collaborative individuals. So, 
we reached our “emerald castle”, and the conference was closed… or was it? 

Throughout the course of this last year, ASP 
as a community has seen the importance of 
establishing a clear mission to all that is done. 
Translating our principles into this forum, the 
council established “common values”, to en-
sure that all ISSCC attendees knew the exact 
premise of being a student council. 
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US Musical Pippin

Pippin is the story of the son of Charlemagne and his quest for self-fulfillment. 
“In Pippin, we borrowed stories from the old and wise and yet made the musical 
our own by layering into its lining several stories of our own” said Gillian Cavan 
Lynch, US Drama teacher. “It brought together the energy of not only our students 
but also that of the choreographers Corinne Ott and Catherine Halle who rein-
vented all the dances and worked closely with our IB Art student, Moriah Baker, 
who produced a series of paintings inspired by the echo of our story in today’s 
world.” added Lynch.

In the ASP production of Pippin, threads have been spun connecting this story 
to others in the world today, the protests being held worldwide, the massacre of 
innocent by those in power and tying these to the past and the present. But more 
importantly it tells the story of the solitude each carries as they struggle to find 
their place in the world and in their own heart. It is also the story of the magic of 
another human being reaching out to help another.

Wholeness 
 of Education: Continued

Introducing ASP… 3D 

Instrumental 3D brought together 140 band and string students 
from Lower School beginners to the Upper School Concert Band and 
Jazz Band. The exciting and varied program of solos, groups and styles  
culminated in possibly the largest combined band of band students 
to appear on the ASP stage.

Vocal 3D performed an entertaining variety of solos, duets, 
quartets and choirs from 4th graders to seniors in a whirlwind of 
song and surprises. The desire to join in was too tempting and so it 
took little coaxing to get the audience up on their feet and signing 
along! Well over 100 participants took to the stage in this massed 
choir number including some of our very own enthusiastic ASP 
faculty and staff. 

AND

Last month, two new exciting musical events took place at ASP – the ‘3D’ concerts – so called because they feature students from all three divisions of our school.

A celebration of music and the remarkable ASP talent.  
Our grateful thanks go to all who made these wonderful community events possible.

“It’s hard to put something you have 
been working on for so long into words. 
It becomes you; it fills your soul. What 
you see up there is me. The set was in-
spired by the Occupy Movement and 
street art. Each painting represents 
the oppressed and the unwanted of 
our society. Pippin goes on a journey 
to find himself and claim his own “cor-
ner of the sky”. The sky is the dream, 
something you can reach for but never 
quite touch. What do you dream of?” 

Moriah Baker, IB Visual Arts Student 
Painting for Pippin

ASP Vocal 3D Concert 
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Wholeness of Education

ASP Athletics 

Om... Yoga!
If you were wandering the halls of the P.E. department recently, you might 

have witnessed our P.E. faculty practicing pranayama and asana. Heard of them 
before? Pranayama and asana are the yoga terms for breathing techniques and the 
physical practice of postures and poses, activities not typically seen in a school 
gym. But our P.E. department got to know them up close and personal!

As part of the new P.E. Curriculum, ASP now offers yoga as an option for MS 
and US students. Before launching the program, every P.E. teacher, including the 
Director, was required to attend three two-hour workshops in basic yoga training. 
Certified yoga trainer and ASP parent Gilat Raveh put our teachers to the task and 
gave them a solid introduction to the Hindu discipline. “It actually is a lot harder 
than it seems,” said Han Hoegen, Athletics Director. “Every muscle hurt after the 
session”. “Yoga was new to most of us and going through the training was a great 
experience for the entire teaching team.” There are enormous physical benefits as-
sociated with yoga: increased flexibility, excellent toning of the muscles, improved 
focus and concentration. It harmonizes the mind with the body and this results in 
real quantum benefits. 

Dance and yoga were identified in last year’s P.E. survey as disciplines stu-
dents, particularly girls, would like to see offered as part of the P.E. program. Both 
choices have proven to be quite popular in this first offering and are in line with 
our aim to offer a wider variety of physical activities and better meet individual 
students’ needs and interests.

The “Scrum” Project
Rugby, the exciting, fast-paced ver-

sion of the game of football was part 
of the ASP landscape a few years back. 
With its ever-growing popularity, a 
number of students had voiced their 
interest, earlier this year, in bringing 
back the game to ASP. To gauge the 
level of interest among Upper School students, a pilot program was launched in 
January and about 20 students signed up for the activity, which is run as a club 
for now. “We teach basic skills and rules, we practice every week but don’t play 
games.” Said Han Hoegen. “Rugby is a very technical sport. We don’t want to rush 
into it.”

Rugby was an ISST winter dis-
cipline at ASP until 2002. Currently, 
basketball and swimming are our 
the only US winter sports compared 
to fall and spring, which have three 
and five disciplines respectively. As 
a result, fewer students have the op-
portunity to participate in an after-
school sports program during the 

winter months. “Our aim is for ASP to get back into ISST’s in this discipline as a 
developmental team but we need to take it one step at a time and build it appro-
priately. In the meantime, our 20 committed players are building their skills, their 
team spirit and are having a ball doing it!” said Hoegen.

Fit For Fun!!! 
In April, Lower School students 

put on a fun show for parents and 
friends about being fit and healthy - 
with a French twist!! The mega Mu-
sic and PE project featured songs, 
clever choreographies and friendly 
tips about staying active. The per-
formance was followed by class-
room receptions. The menu? Noth-
ing but healthy snacks, of course!

Our aim is for ASP to get 
back into ISST’s in this dis-
cipline as a developmental 
team but we need to take it 
one step at a time and build 
it appropriately. 
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Plan
to
Action

In January, the Strategic Planning Group met to review progress on implement-
ing action steps and achieving specific results within our strategic plan. This is 
the first year in which we apply our strategic plan, making it all the more impor-
tant to ensure we are using a disciplined approach to implement and monitor 
the success of our ideas.

When a new strategic plan is introduced it is inescapable that there will be 
some impact on the culture of our school, how people use time and view the 
overall process.  This mid-year meeting was very much a health check on 
how well we are keeping our promise of implementing ideas to better meet 
our mission, the impact on teaching and learning and the climate in which 
we all live and work at ASP. 

In this issue, we are reporting our progress in two distinct strategic areas:

Strategy #1

We will Develop, implement and communicate a rigorous, relevant, assessed PK-
12 curriculum, specifically designed to achieve academic excellence and aligned 
to our mission and objectives.

Accomplishments:

•  The Curriculum Committee generated, researched and refined 
a list of critical skills and literacies that will be needed by all our 
students (21st Century Skills). Input from LS, MS and US faculty 
was incorporated to ensure a comprehensive approach. 

•  The view is to present ASP’s ideal curriculum to Mr. Gordon El-
dredge, an external curriculum auditor, who will review and assist 
in the development and coordination of changes to our curriculum 
as a result of our strategic planning initiatives. A detailed Cur-
riculum Audit Workbook has been developed to serve as a guide 
through the audit process.

•  The following enhancements to the curriculum have been vetted 
and approved through the Curriculum Review Process:

 
 A new App’s Course to be added to next year’s US electives. 

Changes to the scope and sequence of the US science 
curriculum (Physics First). 

•  In April, we announced the appointment of Carleen Helaili  
(currently Upper School mathematics) as our school’s Teacher on 
Special Assignment, for Curriculum Coordination, beginning next 
school year. 

Strategy #6

We will design a system to support students in setting and achieving educational 
goals related to academics, aspirations, and personal interests.

Accomplishments:

•  Following extensive data collection, team discussions and review of best 
practices, systems of interventions and support for all students, we identified 
gaps in current practices and procedures in the learning support program. 

•  Recommendations for improvement were developed in the areas of learning 
support, service delivery model, professional development and instructional 
strategies to meet the needs of all students.

•  We reviewed the admissions process for students with special needs, we 
clarified who we can serve and aligned procedures and processes K-12, such 
as program exit criteria, program eligibility and testing and document re-
quirements.

•  We did a complete review of school admissions documents to ensure special 
needs, learning style, developing talents and student interests information 
are provided.

•  We are piloting a team approach to admissions and programming decisions 
involving students with special needs.
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Lower School Choir, OK Chorale

ASP 
Gives 
Back

ASP Habitat Club, April 2012

“Giving back” is an important part of how we, the entire 
ASP community, live our mission as engaged global citi-
zens. Read on to learn about all aspects of giving at ASP – 
from student fundraising initiatives to the ASP Excellence 
Fund. 

Students in Action

The OK Chorale 
Twenty years ago, members of ASP’s LS Choir, OK Chorale, were asked by  

Disney executives to provide voices to EuroDisney’s “It’s a Small World” ride. To-
day, those original members, now 30 years old, point to their engagement at Disney  
as their favorite memory from ASP. 

Over the years, the OK Chorale 
has steadily and enthusiastically taken 
advantage of opportunities to perform 
wherever they have been welcomed. In 
the process, the children have created 
their own learning environment through 
crafting projects on their own, says  
Chris Chater, the Chorale’s advisor. The 

effort is not aligned with specific skills or an activity that is taught in a classroom, 
hae says. “It is a mostly emotional process, a personal thing that they work on as 
a team where they adapt and adopt concepts to create something that’s bigger  
than each one of them. In doing so, they achieve a greater sense of ownership  
over the project.”

The visit to a senior center is a regular feature of the group’s performance  
year. Maison Le Legarde is located two blocks from ASP. “We’ve been going t 
here by foot these twenty years, all forty students, along with Mr. Heussaff  
(LS French) and Mr. Croulard (ASP Skilled Workman), to perform before  

seniors who no longer can live in their 
own homes,” says Chater. And, the chil-
dren love it, he says. “They are attracted 
to the residents because, so often, the 
students are so far away from their own 
grandparents. And, you can’t believe 
how our performances reach the hearts 
of the elderly.”

For this year’s show at the center, 
students performed a selection of their 

own choosing for twenty minutes, including popular pieces from movies, televi-
sion and stage, such as You Can’t Stop the Beat (“Hairspray”) and many pieces 
from the show about high schoolers, “Glee”.

“When I saw their 
smiles, I felt joy. It was 
so much fun!”

Jared, grade 4

 “I loved seeing the 
smiles and happiness 
of all the people we 
danced and sang for.”

Kahleah, grade 4

Habitat for Humanity
Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit organization seeking to eliminate home-

lessness and substandard housing from our world, while making decent shelter 
a matter of conscience and action worldwide. This is a mission that dedicated 
groups of ASP upper-schoolers have taken to heart. 

During the 2008/2009 school year, ASP senior Jesse Papaglia spurred her fel-
low students to action and ASP Habitat was born. The first trip, under the guid-
ance of English teacher John Kim, saw a build-team of 10 students go to Portugal 
to cement the front entrance and finish 
the interior flooring and walls for a fam-
ily in the town of Braga. Since that initial 
project, subsequent build-trips have seen 
this ASP group travel to Romania and 
Macedonia working hard to provide safe, 
decent, clean and affordable shelter for 
inhabitants in need. 

This year, after months of preparation, ASP’s Habitat Club finally headed to 
its annual build during the first 8 days of the school’s spring break. Twenty-three 
Upper School students, accompanied by Johan Semaan, John Kim, and Mireille 

Robertson, volunteered a week of vacation and donated money and supplies and 
sweat and hard work to build two homes for two families. This year’s trip, which 
was to Bali, Indonesia, saw our students working together to complete the founda-
tion and construct walls for homes in the mountain village of Muntuk. Despite the 
daily rain and humidity in the tropical region, ASP students and faculty (and par-
ent) remained committed to the work of providing better lives and better homes, 
the main vision of Habitat for Humanity across the world. In addition to building 
homes, the group visited and befriended orphans one day, toured important cul-

tural sites, and relished in some of Bali’s 
natural wonders, including a memorable 
bath under a torrential waterfall!  

Habitat continues to thrive at ASP: 
raising funds, organizing awareness, and 
planning the next build project; it has 
also seen its membership grow to over 
40 students in the club this year! In the 

process, families in difficulty are getting a helping hand, and ASP students are 
making personal connections and experiencing the beauty of solidarity. It is a 
wonderful reflection of the kindness and diligence of ASP students and staff.

Habitat continues to thrive at ASP: raising funds, orga-
nizing awareness, and planning the next build project; it 
has also seen its membership grow to over 40 students in 
the club this year!
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Students in Action

Walking in Someone’s Shoes – Thank You for Making a Difference
Good news! The shoes collected in the Lower School, orchestrated by the 

Grade 5 students, have been successfully delivered to the students of Mercy 
School in Nairobi. 

The Varsity Girls Basketball team from Kenya International School (KIS) 
who were visiting ASP in December carried the ten suitcases filled with donat-
ed shoes back to Kenya as luggage. The players had intended to go in the slums 
to deliver the shoes but it was deemed too dangerous. So, if the shoes couldn’t 
get to the students, then students would have to get to the shoes. With this de-
termination, the Athletic Director of KIS organized a bus to bring the students 
of Mercy School to KIS for a day of sports coaching and collection of the shoes. 

The KIS hosts were a bit surprised to see the Mercy School students get off 
the bus and jump and roll on the grass – until they realized that these children 
had never seen grass before. Their teachers had to teach them how to use the 
slide and merry-go-round. What a magic day they had!

To Lower School parents and all who contributed to this effort – THANK 
YOU! The orphan children at Mercy School are truly grateful and now each of 
the 180 students will have 1 or 2 pairs of shoes to wear, courtesy of ASP kind-
ness!

Pieces Jaunes
Ben Franklin counseled, watch your pennies and your dollars will take care 

of themselves. Today, LS students have taken to heart The First American’s 
advice, with the result that their penny and coin drive has made a weighty con-
tribution to local charities. In fact, nine kilos worth.

Earlier this year, the LS Student Council encouraged kindergarten to fifth 
graders to collect coins for the Pieces Jaunes program, a nationwide effort that 
raises funds to support child and adolescent centered projects, such as play-
rooms, nurseries and teen programs in hospitals throughout the country.

This year, Mr. Daniel Lees’ second graders and Mr. Ciaran McGregor’s 
third grade classroom took top place for most coins collected by filling two 
boxes each to the brim with pocket change. The filled boxes were transported 
by Linda Franco, EAL teacher, to a local post office, which weighs contributions 
and provides a certificate of participation. 

But other LS community-led drives have been ongoing for years, says  
Franco, such as the annual canned food drive that last year brought in 800  
cans and required the school’s maintenance staff to load boxloads of foodstuffs 
onto a delivery truck; the Love in a Box campaign that provides small winter 
essentials to area children; and, a fundraiser for a school in Zanskar, India, at 
the foot of the Himalayas. 

“And, the kids will have other great ideas every year,” says Franco. This 
year, LS students formed “The Tree Huggers”, and raised €200 to adopt land, 
while another group adopted a penguin. “The student council sees that it is  
important to be involved in the community,” says Franco. “Their service pro-
jects are all their own, and it’s a kick to see the interesting ideas they come up 
with every year.” 

ASP Give Back: Continued

“The student council sees that 
it is important to be involved 
in the community,”
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Thank you to our Grade Gathering hosts!
This past spring, generous ASP parents hosted Grade Gatherings – open to 

all parents and faculty members for each grade - in their homes. Themes ranged 
from chili and beer, wine and cheese, “luck of the Irish”, and even a ping pong chal-
lenge! Middle School teacher Claude Lord shared:

“The teachers who attended felt truly appreciated and welcomed in a spirit 
that enhanced deeper empathy. The willingness of our community to connect, 
share and collaborate was humbling and inspiring. A great win-win initiative!” 
Thank you to all of our hosts and attendees for gathering together to celebrate 
our ASP community! 

Save the date!! ASP Gala 2013 Kick-Off Lunch - Wednesday, May 16
So, everyone’s been asking….”Is it Gala 2013 time yet?” Yes, it is! Come and 

get the inside story and find out how to join the fun! We’re putting together a 
great team to plan what is sure to be another fabulous event at ASP. No prior ex-
perience necessary, just a willingness to have fun and support ASP! Contact Kim 
Sheehey, Community & Alumni Coordinator, at ksheehey@asparis.fr with any 
questions.

ASP Cooks!
Last March’s Gala saw a spirited bidding war for a product no one had yet 

tested: the cooking skills of Head of School Mark Ulfers, who donated his culinary 
know-how and love of world cuisine as a Live Auction item. Two ASP families, the 
Keanes and the Coppees engaged in frenzied competition for Mr. Ulfers’ talents. 
In the end, both families’ bids were accepted and Mr. Ulfers agreed to prepare din-
ners at each home.

The Keanes welcomed Mr. Ulfers and his sous-chef, Lis Seeley, President of 
ASP’s Board of Trustees, to their home January 14. Starting at 10 am, Mr. Ulfers set 
in motion an extensive series of prep work to create entrees, plats, and a dessert for 
five couples assisted by tenth grader Sabrine Keane and her classmates Michael 
Carden, Noah Olsen and Tamara Ezzat. Mr. Ulfers prepared dishes he had sampled 
over the years at his favorite restaurants. 

“Mark prepared a lot of complicated dishes,” notes Heather Keane, “and he 
used every pot and pan in the house — twice!” But, it was great fun, she adds, as Mr. 
Ulfers engaged everyone in conversation and exchanged playful banter with his 
sous-chef, still all the while staying focused on what he was doing. “He created a 
lot of energy in the room,” recalls Keane. 

Dinner started at 8 pm, at which time, Mr. Ulfers, gladly sat down to sample the 
meal he had prepared. Luckily Wendy Ulfers was there to ensure the dishes were 
done, and the kitchen cleaned up at the end of the meal, and so deserves special 
thanks!

“I had invited two couples whose children attend other schools in the area,” 
said Heather Keane. “Both remarked that they were touched to see a head of school 
volunteer to cook for parents. I understood what she meant,” Keane said. “Cooking 
for someone is putting yourself out there. It’s why this bid was so special to us -- it 
captures so well what the community spirit at ASP is all about!”

ASP Gives Back

The Excellence Fund

Our world is rapidly changing, and ASP teachers con-
stantly identify new ways to advance teaching, learning 
and skill-building for our students. The Excellence Fund 
allows us to fund these extraordinary opportunities that 
arise throughout the year and make much-needed in-
vestments beyond our operating budget.

Thank you, Excellence Fund Donors, for bringing Dr. Bosworth to our class!
For history students, there are few opportunities as valuable as learning from 

an expert. In March, the Upper School history department was very fortunate in 
welcoming Dr. Richard Bosworth, the leading authority on Italian fascism in the 
English-speaking world. Among other works, Dr. Bosworth is the author of Italy: 
the Least of the Great Powers, The Italian Dictatorship, Mussolini’s Italy, and Mus-
solini. He was Professor of History at Reading University and Winthrop Professor 
of History at the University of Western Australia, and is currently a Senior Re-
search Fellow at Jesus College, Oxford.

Dr. Bosworth spoke to the IB Higher Level History class about his career as 
a historian and the nature of historical debate. Because historical analysis and as-
sessment of differing opinions are among the most important skills taught in the 
course, his lecture was highly relevant to our work. “In a classroom you observe the 
interaction between historians as an abstract process and to engage with someone 
who is actually experiencing it gives you a greater sense of the process of discus-
sion and the balance between synthesis [and] antithesis,” Robin Brenninkmeijer, 
an ASP senior with an offer to read history at Oxford, said, adding that Dr. Bos-
worth’s talk made “that whole dynamic…more real to us.”

Professor Bosworth later spoke to the IB Standard Level History class about 
Italian foreign policy during the rule of Mussolini, which is among the topics on 
the Standard Level exam. Adam Willems, an ASP junior and IB History student, 
found that “to receive analysis from a world-renowned historian” helped the class 
to feel confident about their upcoming exam and made the material more interest-
ing. Overall, it was a highly enriching experience for the students, and an excep-
tional opportunity to learn from among the most renowned modern historians. 
Anna Bradley Webb, 12th Grade

Battle of the Beards has begun!
8th grade teacher Nathan Herchenroeder is bringing the “Battle of the Beards” 

fundraising fad to ASP – more than 15 faculty, staff and dads have entered the 
beard-growing contest in the month of “No Shave May”. At the end of the month, 
the entire community will be welcome to vote for the best beard with Beard Bucks 
(donations which will benefit our Excellence Fund). Be ready for some campaign-
ing, creative styling and fun! 

Three Famous Beards
Beard Ballots will be 
available for purchase on 
International Day, 
May 12th!

Chef Mark E. Ulfers

10th Grade Gathering

IB History Class

Hagrid Abraham Lincoln

Sophocles
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Learning, service and play shape the daily life of our LS students, who are encouraged to ex-
plore their environments, articulate their personal hopes and dreams, and become active par-
ticipants in their own learning. These years are a transformative period for ASP’s youngest 
students. Our curriculum encourages them to go beyond the classroom, to reach into their 
imagination, to develop their individuality, and learn to express it in constructive forms. In so 
doing, these smallest members of our student body also help to build the rich learning environ-
ment that we aim to create in all corners of this school.

In this issue, we are delighted to share with you a vibrant example of how our kindergarten 
students bring all this to life by embracing the opportunity to imagine, explore, and create – 
learning tremendously in the process!

Margaret Coleman, Lower School Director

Lower School 
 Connections

Making Connections

Branching Out

What may be gardeners’ debris to one person could be the stuff of life for 
another, especially a kindergartner whose imagination can weave a mythological 
tale or a personal narrative from a fallen twig. Recently, twigs became a metaphor 
for ASP’s youngest students as they forged a lesson in science and language after 
foraging the campus’ perimeter for fallen branches.

Their efforts now grace the bulletin board in the Lower School hallway where 
rows of miniature branches have been reinterpreted as a kind of tree of life, one 
that mimics Gustav Klimt’s famous paintings, but which re-tell their favorite fairy 
tale or autobiography on cutout leaves.

The effort began when children read fairy tales, including one about a woman 
who wanted to be a tree, says Agnes Leonard, LS Early Childhood Specialist. “We 
then played on the words for leaf, and created a paper leaf on which the children 
photocopied passages from the fairy tale. They glued the leaves onto the tree 
branch creating a product that was neither a tree nor a book, but we called it a 
book tree.”

It was an exercise in bridging language arts with a les-
son in science, says Leonard. “When we worked on paper 
mâché projects, for example, we discussed that paper 
comes from, a tree, and that we should be careful 
when using paper.” 

Inspired by Klimt’s iconic paintings, 
the kindergartners’ lesson in trees served 
to explore themes related to the natural 
world and in literature. In the end, their lat-
est book tree project also could be a reminder 
that time ceases for no one: the children drew 
their own faces onto a cutout bird and placed 
the bird on a tree branch, a hint, perhaps for par-
ents, that, one day, their little birds, too, 
will fly away from their perch on  
the family tree.

Kindergarten “Book Trees”
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Lower & Middle School Connections

Middle school students learn best when they can take an active and involved role in their own 
learning. Young adolescents would rather, as we all know, be on stage as actors than sit in seats 
as members of an audience.

Because young adolescents learn best when actively engaged, middle school teachers develop 
lessons  in a way that allows our students to interact with learning through performance and the 
visual arts. Such activities allow students to truly interact with the subject matter, developing 
meaning for themselves — an example of personalized learning.

When students interact with history and make personal connects, learning is personal, meaning-
ful and long-lasting.

Kathy Miner, Middle School Director

Middle School 
 Connections

Sixth Grade: Ancient Silk Road Journey

Annual productions that center around a key learning unit have long been a 
highlight of the MS school year. For sixth graders, a journey through the ancient 
Silk Road, a 4,000-mile stretch of trade routes, was a feature of this year’s history 
unit. Students explored topics such as silk manufacturing and trade, acupuncture, 
the evolution of mathematical principles during this era, the rise of paper making, 
kite-making, and tea consumption and presented their work to their LS classmates. 
“Students created informative, interactive presentations to teach about these im-
portant contributions to civilization,” said Mary Carley, sixth grade teacher. “The 
unit helped sixth graders improve their research skills while also learning how to 
adapt their presentations to different grade levels, from K2 to fifth grade.”

Seventh Grade: New World at Ellis Island

Ever wonder how your ancestors felt while undergoing the probing series of 
examinations that marked their entry into the New World at Ellis Island? Seventh 
graders found out when they adopted the mien of an historically based Ellis Island 
immigrant last March and role-played his or her voyage through this inspection 
station, once a gateway for millions of immigrants to the United States. Dressed in 
period costumes and carrying only a passport, a diary, and a few personal belong-
ings, students passed through layers of immigration officers (played by volunteer 
parents and seventh grade teachers), bringing to life the single most important 
day of these future Americans following their often calamitous sea journey. “Each 
student was required to create a historical fiction dairy that contained information 
about their immigrant’s country of origin, the facts about this time period, the 
push-pull reasons for their immigration, and include research using both primary 
and other sources of information,” said Paul Albright, seventh grade social studies 
teacher. “Students spent a lot of time thinking about how it felt when playing their 
roles, how this role-laying influenced how they thought, and about the larger issue 
of immigration, which made this exercise a very satisfying educational experi-
ence.”

Grade 7, Ellis Island Project

Grade 6, Silk Road Project
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Eighth Grade

Eighth grade faculty members couldn’t figure out how to arrange a quick 
field trip around their study of Mexico, so they decided to bring Mexico to Paris, 
via a series of murals that highlight historical events and cultural features from 
the southern state. This culminating project to a unit study of Mexican his-
tory asked eighth graders to design original sketches that were then scaled 
and transferred onto larger supports for display. “During the process, students 
gained hands-on insight into different aspects of Mexican history as they also 
explored various artistic techniques such as composition, line, color, theory 
and proportion,” said Nathan Herchenroeder, social studies teacher. “A lot of 
hard work went into creating these historically accurate and artistically power-
ful murals, and the results are very im-
pressive,” he said.

Murals are on display in the Mid-
dle School hallway

Pi Day

For years, Pi has been voraciously consumed by LS and MS students in the 
build up to one of their favorite days on the school calendar: March 14, or as these 
budding mathematicians call it, 3.14 day. It’s a day of non-stop exercises in math 
and includes attempts by students to recite the most digits of the mathematical 
constant. This year, Siddarth Vijay, seventh grade, Gabin Pelle, eighth grade, and 
Louis Conte Bourges, sixth grade, showcased their memorization skills as each 
spelled out dozens of placements following “4” at a Pi Day assembly in the PAC.

An annual celebration around the ratio of an Euclidean’s circle circumference 
to its diameter, ASP’s Pi day started with a series of mathematical tests that sent 
Middle Schoolers scavenging for QR Codes, hidden throughout campus. March-
ing off in pairs with cell phones ready, students hunted for QR signs, aiming their 
app-loaded portables whenever they spotted a tree, bench, or other object on which 
dangled papers with a series of dark, light, short and long lines. Hidden within 
these banal matrices were math problems requiring answers. Students uncovered 
the message by aiming their phones at the lines to read the problem that then 
flashed on their screens. Once solved, they moved to the next door, wall or trash 
bin sporting another QR code.

“Quizzes” that tested other math principles were also on tap through the day. 
When teachers brought a glass, gumball-filled cylinder into the classroom, stu-
dents knew that something was afoot, and not prizes for a good day’s work. Us-
ing their knowledge of volume, children were asked to guesstimate the number of 
gumballs packed inside.

To “round” out a full day of math exercises, LS and MS math faculty decided 
to conclude on a high note with a rendition that spoke about their love for the sub-
ject: they sang an ABBA song, but set to Pi-centric lyrics, and arranged by music 
teacher, Kirsten Love.

“Overall, it was a terrific success,” said Curtis Ingraham, seventh grade teach-
er. “We practiced math in a fun way, with no tests, but plenty of challenges that 
required immediate solving. It was a great way to learn about math principles in a 
collaborative way, and we even got to sing about it.”

Grade 8, Mexican History Murals

“We practiced math in a fun way, with no tests, 
but plenty of challenges that required immediate 
solving. It was a great way to learn about math 
principles in a collaborative way, and we even got 
to sing about it.”
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Everyone knows the best learning comes through inspiration. How we are inspired differs— 
sometimes it is through a piece of writing, sometimes a video clip, sometimes the passion  
of a teacher and sometimes it is through a special opportunity to meet leaders in fields of 
study. Thanks to the generosity of alumnus Stephan Barkley, Upper School students have 
had, over the last ten years, the wonderful opportunity to listen to and interact with some  
of the most celebrated of contemporary writers. As you’ll read below, the Visiting Writer 
Program this year brought Sarah Vowell to ASP to read from her most recent works, talk 
about the craft of writing and to share her personal journey. Listening to students as they  
left the PAC debating the talk, I knew that Ms. Vowell had accomplished what the program 
hopes to achieve — a moment of inspiration for some and one of greater duration for others.

Aaron Hubbard, Upper School Director

Upper School 
 Connections

Sarah Vowell Visits ASP

Vowell charmed the audience with her idiosyncratic 
take on the American character. Described variously 
as “somehow simultaneously patriot and rebel, cynic 
and dreamer”

Vowell was ASP’s 10th Visiting Writer, thanks to a generous annual gift 
from Steven Barclay (’77), whose agency represents some of the world’s most 
distinguished writers at speaking events. Since 2002, leading voices in world 
culture from Amy Tan (2011) to Alexander McCall Smith (2008) have spent a 
day at ASP to discuss their literary life with students, and, in the evening, pre-
sent a lecture to parents.

Vowell charmed the audience with her idiosyncratic take on the Ameri-
can character. Described variously as “somehow simultaneously patriot and 
rebel, cynic and dreamer”, Vowell’s reading of passages from her books to a 
full house at the Marshall Center drew bursts of laughter for her views on the 
darkest chapters of American history and its most celebrated moments. 

A frequent guest on television talk shows, Vowell noted her light-hearted 
treatment of subjects ranging from presidencies to colonialism might not earn 
the respect of serious students of history, but added that there is room for 
many points of view when discussing our nation’s past, including those that 
express an ambivalent view of America’s reputation.

In her latest book, Unfamiliar Fishes, Vowell explores America’s annex-
ation of island territories, particularly Hawaii. While she originally came to 
the state to view where Japanese forces attacked American territory, Vowell 
says she grew fascinated with the ways in which western missionaries shaped 
the lives of Hawaiians, and, in turn, have allowed the islands to shape them.  
Missionaries landed in Hawaii with fervor to mold the culture in their image, 
she said. In the end, that zeal was overtaken by a more mundane need — the 
urgency to earn a living.

Vowell Meets Students
Prior to the night’s lecture, Vowell spent a full day with ASP’s US students 

guided by English Teacher Virginia Larner. She sat for an interview with stu-
dents from the literary magazine, INK, and met with selected students for a 
Q&A about her life as a humorist and historian.

Tenth to twelfth graders prepared for the Visiting Writer two weeks ahead 
of her arrival, said Larner, and read selected passages from Vowell’s Partly 
Clouded Patriot and explored her writing style in class discussions. “It was 
wonderful to have a not purely literary writer but a humorist who conveys 
serious facts unearthed through research, and done in the first person point 
of view,” she said.

Vowell was impressed with our students, said Larner. “She felt that the 
Q&A showed a particularly enlightened group of readers, and one of the best 
she has experienced.” 

The students in turn loved her humor, were curious about how she became 
a history buff, the sources of the small town joshing and folklore she regularly 
presents, and her interest in American history, added Larner. 

“Sarah Vowell does not hide behind anything, and I 
feel as though she is a vey upfront and honest person. 
I would like to talk about her beginnings in writing 
and journalism and how to persevere and stand out in 
a field where few succeed. “ Julie Cumin, grade 11

Today, Vowell makes her home in New York City, far from her childhood in 
the Montana plains. She appears regularly as “Historical Context Correspond-
ent” on Comedy Central’s The Daily Show and continues to write occasionally 
for the New York Times and the San Francisco Weekly. For eight years, she 
served as contributing editor for Public Radio International’s “This American 
Life.”

Noted Larner, “Vowell is one of the nerds of history and students love the 
way she presents stories about people who are known and unknown and does 
it with humor.”

A Rough Rider to most Americans, for this small-town Montana girl 
Teddy Roosevelt was a “wheezing New York City four eyes”, and her 
hero, nonetheless, said Sarah Vowell, a popular historian whose quirky 
view of America’s past and its contemporary culture have landed her 
five times on the New York Times Best Sellers list.
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Bay Area Cocktail!

On February 9th, San Francisco 
area alumni gathered at the home 
of Susan and Tom Reinhart for an 
evening of cocktails and camara-
derie. Aaron Hubbard, Assistant 
Head of School, was on hand to 
share details of ASP’s recent land 
purchase and other exciting hap-
penings on campus. Many were the 
laughs — and a few tears — as more 
than twenty alumni and past par-
ents raised a toast to their former 
days (and nights!) at ASP. 

Many thanks to past parents 
Susan and Tom Reinhart for 
hosting this lovely event for area 
alumni. The Reinhart’s three chil-
dren (Kendall, Trevor and Cooper) 
all attended ASP during 2009-2010, 
then returned to the Bay area at 
the end of the school year. Kendall, 
now a senior, has just been accept-
ed to Dartmouth College and will 
join 2011 ASP grad Emma Willems 
in Hanover this fall. 

Congratulations, Kendall!

Alumni
 Connections

David in the ASP photo lab, 
1968

Galerie Vivienne from David Pendery photo exhibit

David Pendery and Mark E. Ulfers, 
Boston, MA

For more information about David Pendery’s
The Covered  Arcades of Paris
 
Photo exhibit and panoramic stitching technique visit these sites:
http://www.davidpendery.org/arcades/ 
http://www.davidpendery.org/arcades/PS3.htm 
http://www.davidpendery.org/arcades/DET2.htm

Katie & Ian Boisvert and Kim Sheehey

Paul Haahr, Susan Karp, Lindsay Levy

“ASP allowed me to develop a sense of 
self-reliance by giving me the oppor-
tunity to act independently at a young 
age, to travel internationally, be exposed 
to cultural diversity and to build self-
confidence,”

David Pendery ’68, reckons that he’s always had a knack for 
stitching together oddly-related things. Take the first photo 
darkroom to have been constructed at ASP: he built one in 
the only space then available — a walk-in refrigerator.

Today, the 61-year-old’s proclivity for making something 
new out of something old has taken him from the processing 
room to an unusual experiment in digital manipulation. He 
aptly calls it Panoramic Stitching. It’s a digital photographic 
enhancement technique that assembles multiple shots taken 
in different directions from a single vantage point to pro-
duce one very wide-angle image.

The end result is novel way of looking at something 
very old, principally certain architectural gems scattered 
throughout Paris known by the French as Les Passages Cou-
verts. Re-imagined by Pendery to showcase the grandeur 
they once held in the eyes of the rising bourgeois class, his 
images of these 19th century covered arcades nearly jump 
off the paper they’re printed on as “every subtlety of light 
and space is captured’’ noted the Boston Globe, thanks to 
computer manipulation that consolidates many images into 
one stunner of a photograph.

“I remember vividly being in the passages when I lived 
in Paris nearly 50 years ago,” notes Pendery. “I was a stamp 
collector and there were several stamp shops in one of the 
passages. That’s when I became enthralled with them, their 
architecture, their history, and their beauty.”

Paris created a lasting impression on him, that has never 
abated, he says. “For example, I still use French today,” says 
the Cambridge, MA resident. “It’s like having a little piece of 
France in me.”

Arriving at ASP in 1962, Pendery attended classes at the 
Du Barry Pavillon in Louveciennes, which housed the school 
until its move to St. Cloud, and graduated with the first sen-
ior class produced at the present campus.

“It was heartbreaking to move from the Louveciennes,” 
he recalls. “We had lunch every day in a spectacular dining 
room adorned with marble, gold leaf and murals, the very 
room where Madame Du Barry had entertained none other 
than le Bien-Aimé, Louis XV. It gave us a sense of living in 
the old regime.”

In Upper School, Pendery enrolled in an accelerated 
math program, but also discovered early a passion for the 
arts and was active in the photography and drama clubs. 
Following graduation from ASP, he joined the University of 
Washington in Seattle as an architecture student. 

By the early 70’s a new discipline was taking form, com-
puter graphics, and Pendery decided to concentrate in this 
emerging field. Moving to MIT as a graduate student, he 
worked in the Computer-Aided Design program headed by 
Nicholas Negroponte, founder of the university’s Media Lab 
and later proponent of the one laptop per child initiative.

Pendery soon realized that his training and skills were 
way ahead of the practice of architecture at that time, and 
there were not yet any real world applications for what he 
had studied.

While he went on to design and build homes, it would 
take close to 20 years until personal computers became 
ubiquitous and computer aided design a feature within ar-
chitectural firms. “Computers were very expensive then and 
companies that had computers usually had only one avail-
able for the entire company,” he says. But, by the time the 
IT explosion occurred, Pendery was plenty prepared. “I had 
the opportunity to do research and development through-
out my career, once new design tools and techniques were 
developed, I was able to apply them to my work,” he says. 

Boston architects tapped his skills to create photo-realistic 
three-dimensional representations of their work.

Today, that expertise forged on the earliest of program-
mable machines, has brought him full circle and back to the 
city and the sights that captivated him as a boy. And, he’s 
telling his story in a photographic exhibit, The Covered Ar-
cades of Paris, which feature 18 eye-popping images.

Pendery is grateful for the opportunity to have had a bi-
cultural educational experience that nurtured his initial in-
terests. “ASP allowed me to develop a sense of self-reliance 
by giving me the opportunity to act independently at a young 
age, to travel internationally, be exposed to cultural diversity 
and to build self-confidence,” he says. “There’s a huge value 
I place today in being able to live in two countries, two cul-
tures, two languages, and to switch back and forth between 
these two parallel universes effortlessly.”

A half-century later, Pendery continues to stay in touch 
with his ASP classmates. “I think for many of them ASP 
was one of the highlight of their lives,” he says. “When we 
muster people together, we share stories and memories, and 
that’s incredibly significant. We look back and laugh about 
prom night, dressed in our best attire, dancing and strolling 
around on the Eiffel tower. We look at each other and wink. 
What a privilege to have been a part of it!”

In this issue, 
meet...
David Pendery
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