
One of ASP’s newest alumni has 
succeeded in raising the crucial funds 
needed to realize a life-changing project 
for handicapped children in India.
ASP has supported and worked with the 
Jyoti School for Handicapped Students 
in Rishikesh for more than a decade and 
Marc Fruitema '09 has been one of its 
keenest supporters.

When he discovered that fundraising for 
a new daycare center had fallen short of 
its 20,000¢� target, Marc literally got on 
his bike!

Force behind service club 

Without even waiting for graduation, 
Marc organized a sponsored bike ride 
from Paris to Amsterdam to bridge the 
crucial gap. Thanks to his athletic efforts, 
work will start immediately on the new 

daycare center for the Jyoti School for 
Handicapped Students. The center, which 
will be fully equipped with a kitchen, 
dining room and dormitories, will allow 
students who come from long distances 
to stay overnight at the school during the 
week.  
Middle School teacher and faculty 
organizer of this year’s service trip to 
India, Dave Lynn, said, “Marc’s efforts and 

enthusiasm have been 
the driving force behind 
the India service club 
throughout the past 
five years. In addition to 
founding and chairing 
the Upper School India 
Club, he also served 
as student leader for 
the India Service trip, 
providing hands-on 
service for five days 
at the Jyoti School in 
Rishikesh. As Marc 
graduates, his legacy will 

continue on in ASP’s relationship with 
the Jyoti School.” 
Marc was inspired to organize this 
cycling campaign after a presentation 
at ASP by Alastair Humphrey. At the age 
of 24, Humphrey biked across the world 
to raise funds for the charity, Hopes 
and Homes for Children (a charity also 
supported by the ASP community). 
Marc embarked on his adventure with 
a friend from Wales and they biked 
approximately 600km in six days. Marc 
comments, “Overall, the trip went very 
smoothly. While we had some problems 
along the way, there was nothing that 
ever jeopardized the trip. We reached 
Amsterdam right on schedule.”
Marc graduated from ASP this June and 
he will be attending the University of 
Miami in the fall to study Marine Biology. 
He said, “Over the past five years, I have 
seen the Jyoti School for Handicapped 
Students really grow as institution and I 
am confident it will continue to improve 
with the support of ASP students. During 
my last visit to Rishikesh, I began to 
notice other schools in the area that 
are doing a lot worse in comparison. 
I am interested in helping to support 
some of these other institutions while in 
university.” ■

American School of ParisAmerican School of Paris
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Marc working with students 
in India this spring

ASP was honored to welcome internationally renowned author Dr Azar Nafisi to campus 
this spring. She is the seventh author to visit through the Visiting Writer Program which 
started in 2002 thanks to the very generous annual donation of ASP alumnus and literary 
agent Steven Barclay ’77. Dr Nafisi is the best-selling author of Reading Lolita in Tehran 
and recently published a new memoir Things I Have Been Silent About in January 2009. 
She conducted workshops with Upper School students at ASP and an evening reception 
and lecture was hosted at the Official Residence of the US Ambassador to Paris. 
ASP is very excited to announce the visiting author for next year’s program will be 
Pulitzer-Prize winning artist/illustrator, Art Spiegelman. 

DR AZAR NAFISI
VISITING WRITER 

"  K  E  E  P  I  N  G   O  U  R   A  L  U  M  N  I   C  O  N  N  E  C  T  E  D  "
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SCHOOL NEWS

NTRODUCING THE  
 NEW HEAD OF SCHOOLI ❞

Dr Daryle Russell arrived at ASP on July 1st to take the helm at ASP for one year. He will act as 
Interim Head for the 09-10 year working with Mark Ulfers who will take up the permanent position 
when he leaves Frankfurt International School next year.  Dr Russell and his wife Dannie visited ASP 
in May and student reporter, Sietse Goffard (Grade 10), put him in the hot chair…

Sietse: What kind of student were you 
in school?
Dr Russell: It depends on what stage of 
school! I was in 8th Grade when I went 
from a rowdy, disinterested kid to a 
leader and great student. I played three 
all-star sports throughout high school. I 
went to university on scholarship, both 
on academics and sports. I loved school! 
In fact, part of the reason I became a 
schoolmaster was because I simply had 
a great school experience. I’ve gone on to 
like school so much that I continued to 
get a Masters degree and Doctorate.

Sietse: Wow! It seems as if you could 
never leave school!  What was your 
favorite subject?
Dr Russell: I’m a sports 
person, so I could argue that 
my favorite subject was PE. 
However, the academic subject 
in which I had the greatest 
success was geography. I loved 
it. Even though I became a 
history major and biology 
minor in college, geography 
was my ace subject. 

Sietse: Have you always liked being a 
schoolmaster?
Dr Russell: Absolutely. I was never hung 
up on the issue of not making enough 
money or dealing with a lot of problems. 
It’s a people business and I like the 
people business. I focus on what matters. 
I’m also fortunate to have a wife who 
shares that love. 
We’ve been married for 48 years. Our 
daughter and son, both who also work in 
overseas education, share the passion, 
too.  Dinner conversations are always 
very interesting. The honor of being 

a teacher and 
educator is that you 
can have the best of 
all worlds. 

Sietse: What were 
your first impressions of France? 
Dr Russell: I know this country from 
one end to the other. It has similar 
geography to where I grew up in Oregon 
and Washington; it’s got beautiful, scenic 
rivers, landscapes, and much more. 
Plus, of course, the culture and richness 
of France are second to none. French 
history is fascinating. I just love it here!  
   
Sietse: Where were you before this?
Dr Russell: Let’s see. I finished my last 
assignment in Bandung, Indonesia 
in July. Previously, I served in Manila, 
Riyadh, Dubai, Vienna, Belgrade, 
Mumbai, and Islamabad. I’ve been back 

in the United States since then, but I’ve 
also done a lot of overseas consulting, 
strategic planning and board training in 
other places around the globe.   
Also, many years ago (1963-65), my wife 
and I were Peace Corps Volunteers in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Sietse: Do you already have ideas on 
how to improve or unite the ASP school 
community?
Dr Russell: It’s about the C-word – 
communication. I will have to really work 
at communication, being visible, and 
making sure that everyone understands 
the common purpose. 
It’s important to remember we’re a 
service industry; our priority is to serve 
the entire school community.   
We just have to go out  
of our way to make sure we’re providing 
the service. 

"It's a people 
business, and  
I like the people 
business.  "
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YOUR GIFTS IN ACTION

EAP FOR LANGUAGE  
  LEARNING!L

As the Annual Giving Campaign ends its 
very successful year, we are delighted 
to report our final figures. Thanks to the 
annual donations from parents, faculty, 
staff, alumni, and friends of the school, 
ASP raised 105,544¢ to support foreign 
language learning at ASP. We would also 
like to thank the American School of Paris 
Foundation for the two grants totaling 
$46,000 it made to the school in support 
of the foreign language programs at the 
American School of Paris.  
These gifts helped finance the installation 
of a 20-station foreign language lab in 
ASP’s Upper School which opened its 
doors to students in May. Donations also 
provided the funds needed to transform 
four classrooms in the Lower and Middle 
Schools into multimedia language centers 
equipped with interactive whiteboards, 
smart pads, class sets of handheld 
cameras with headsets, projectors, sound 
systems, and much more.
These advanced technologies will allow 
ASP’s teachers to respond to evolving 

curriculum demands as well as adapt 
their lessons to varying learning styles 
and language levels. In the future, these 
new tools will permit the school to 
broaden the number of languages offered 
to its students. Thank you to everyone 
whose generosity ensured the success of 
the campaign!

The installed US 
Language Lab at ASP 

- already in use! And the 
only one of its kind in the 

Paris area.

INVESTING IN EXCELLENCE
This fall, ASP will introduce a new approach 
to annual giving. For many years, dedicated 
volunteers and staff have raised funds for key 
projects at the American School of Paris.  The 
Performing Arts Center, Language Lab and the 
Outdoor Science Lab are just a few impressive 
examples.
However, the world-class education our 
teachers and staff want to provide 
and that our children need is 
expensive.  Needs can be fast-
changing  and many elements  can 
no longer be covered by tuition (and 
tuition raises) alone.  This year the 
Board of Trustees began to study 
fundraising at ASP in light of their 
goal to keep ASP “At the Forefront 
of International Education.” This 

coming year ASP will implement some of 
the suggestions from this study to begin an 
investment in excellence.
Our annual fund efforts this year will be 
dedicated to initiatives that directly enhance 
the quality of ASP educational programs and 
student experience in three key areas:

• ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE– by enhancing 
our curriculum that educates the “whole 
child” through a combination of strong 
core academic subjects along with fine 
arts, theater, music, and sports.  

• STUDENT EXPERIENCE – by providing 
once-in-a-lifetime learning opportunities 
for ASP students in and beyond the 
classroom walls.  

• FACULTY SUPPORT – by attracting, 

developing, and retaining 
the best teachers.  
As a reflection of the 
new focus and role of 
fundraising,  
it will be called the  

ASP Excellence Fund.
It has been developed in consultation with 
current and past parents, faculty, trustees, and 
alumni.  
Shifting the role of annual fundraising is part 
of long-term strategic plans to ensure ASP’s 
financial stability and advance school programs.  
Assistant Head of School Aaron Hubbard 
said, “The Excellence Fund is a new initiative 
designed to move our school forward in ways 
that will make ASP the school of everyone’s 
choice for years to come.”
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SPECIAL REPORT

MMAN IMMAN :  WATER IS LIFE

Ariane, tell me a bit about your family 
background. Where did you grow up as 
a child?
 I was born in the United States to a 
French mother and an American father. 
At the age of 6 months, my family moved 
to Africa where we stayed until I was 12 
years old. My parents were freelance 
photojournalists for various publications 
– Geo, National Geographic, Time, Paris 
Match. It was really thanks to their work 

that my brother and I had the opportunity 
to grow up in Africa. We lived in Mali, 
Niger, Ivory Coast, Gambia, and Algeria. 
We spent most of our childhood in Niger; 
this is where I consider my home.

How was growing up in Africa for you?
I loved it. When we were in Africa, we 
lived in the bush with the native people. 
It was hard of course. I suffered from the 
heat and we moved around quite a bit 

from place to place. The instability was 
difficult as a child. I was home-schooled 
and it was hard to have any close friends. 
But I always loved it. It was all I knew. I 
remember the first time I saw New York 
City, I asked my parents, ‘Is this Abidjan?’ 

How did you come to Paris and attend 
ASP?
When I was 12 years old, my family and 
I moved back to the United States. We 
lived in Kentucky for a few years and 
then I decided to move to France to 
live with my mother. I joined ASP my 
junior year and graduated from there. 
I met some of my best friends at ASP. 
Although my classmates didn’t live in 
the bush in Africa, they had a sense of 
internationalism to which we could 
all relate. I didn’t feel like an outsider 
at ASP. Everyone was very welcoming, 
nonjudgmental, and accepting of who I 
was and where I came from. I particularly 
remember Milty, Ms Vincens, Mr Von 
Ascheberg, Mr Green, Mr Miller, and Ms 
Gardshore. They taught me to believe in 
myself and they motivated me to apply to 
some of the top universities in the United 
States. I would have never aspired to do 
that without their support.

Where did you go after graduating from 
ASP?
I attended Yale University and got 
my undergraduate degree in Medical 
Anthropology in 2001. I then attended 

                        AMMAN IMMAN :  WATER IS LIFE
I had the pleasure of meeting Ariane Kirtley Alzhara ’96 during her recent visit to ASP this July. When I asked 
Ariane where she currently lives, she replied, “Between the USA, France, and Africa”. I was naturally curious to 
know what type of work had her hop across three continents. I soon learned that Ariane is the Founder  
and Executive Director of Amman Imman, a non-profit organization whose name means “Water is Life” in the 
language of the Azawak people - a group of nearly 500,000 inhabitants who live in one of the poorest  
regions of West Africa located halfway between Mali and Niger. I had the opportunity to interview Ariane and 
learn more about her organization and how she is bringing life to a region that suffers nine months out of the 
year from a sheer lack of water.

   Amanda Nagele interviews ASP alumnae Ariane Kirtley Alzhara ‘96
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Yale School of Public 
Health and received 
my Masters degree in 
Public Health in 2004. 
It was while I was a 
public health student 
I traveled to Niger to 
work as an intern with 
CARE International, a 
leading humanitarian 
organization.  After I 
graduated from the Yale 
School of Public Health, I obtained a 
Fulbright Scholarship, for which I spent 
all of 2005 traveling across Niger studying 
the variations among different ethnic 
groups concerning health behavior, 
knowledge and resources. 

What inspired you to create Amman 
Imman?
While I was in Niger conducting research, 

I had a research assistant  
who was a native of a region 
called the Azawak, and he 
proposed that we visit this 
area. I had never heard of 
the Azawak before except 
for some rumors  
that is was ‘quite dangerous 
and filled with bandits’. At 
first I was a little reluctant 
but then decided that it 
could be interesting for my 

research. While visiting the most remote 
parts of the Azawak (a region that is 
roughly the size of the state of Florida), 
I found an amazing region that was 
completely unknown to Niger and the rest 
of the world. Before seeing the Azawak,  
I had already visited some of the 
poorest parts of Niger (which is the 
poorest country in the world), but I 
was astonished by the dire conditions I 

witnessed here. I saw children traveling 
up to 30 kilometers a day each way in 
temperatures as high as 125 degrees 
Fahrenheit searching for water.  
The children would return with cups full 
of mud. I soon learned that my visit to the 
Azawak fell during the rainy season when 
muddy water was  
more plentiful. The Azawak people 
explained to me that as soon as the 
rainy season ends, there won’t even be 
mud to drink. I returned to the Azawak 
region a few months later to witness for 
myself how such a terrible situation could 
worsen. With the end of the rainy season, 
the muddy marshes dried up to dust and I 
saw a population of over  
500,000 people suffer from not just a lack 
of clean water, but a sheer and utter lack 
of water period.

MMAN IMMAN :  WATER IS LIFE

" I found an 
amazing 
region that 
was completely 
unknown."

● ● ●

Mariama drinking plentiful 
and clean water from the 

Tangarwashane borehole (July 07)
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Was your immediate reaction to create 
an NGO to help bring water to the 
Azawak people?
No, I had no intention of creating my 
own organization. When I visited the 
Azawak region I was astounded by the 
horrible conditions these people were 
living in, but I was also shocked that I saw 
absolutely no one helping these people. 
I had never seen an area in Niger being 
completely ignored. So I first went to 
CARE International with my findings and 
they too were absolutely blown away and 
were interested to see what could be done 
to help. They hired me to put together a 
grant proposal; however, our proposal to 
construct one borehole ($175,000) was 
rejected. Funders tend to prefer to dig 
many shallow open wells for the cost of 
one borehole. The problem with these 
types of wells in the Azawak is that they 
cannot be dug deep enough to reach the 
sustainable aquifers, and so they either 
never reach water or dry up prematurely.  
Underground water in the Azawak is 
abundant and pristine, but can only be 
reached at depths ranging between 200 
and 800 meters (600 to 1200 feet).

Why do you think the Azawak people 
have been ignored?
The Azawaks are a nomadic people and 
often times NGOs find nomads to be too 
difficult to help. Some may think that the 
Azawaks should relocate to an area where 
water does exist, but you cannot relocate 
half a million people without causing a 
political crisis. If they leave the country, 
they are considered refugees. If you 
move them out of the country, they are 
considered internally displaced persons 
and they will eventually have to move 
back from where they came. Since there 
is no assistance, the Azawak people are 
constantly trying to help themselves.  For 
instance, one village that I saw has spent 
the past six years digging a well; it is now 
100 meters deep and they still have yet to 
hit water.    

What happened after your grant 
proposal was rejected?
During this time, while I was preparing 
the grant proposal, a dear friend of mine 
among the Azawak people had passed 
away during childbirth because she was 
too ill to ride a donkey for two days to the 
nearest health center. After this personal 
loss, I knew that I could not ignore this 
situation and I needed to do something to 
help. Around this same time, I received an 

unsolicited donation from 
a family friend totaling 
$120,000 which covered 
nearly 70% of the cost to 
construct one borehole. 
This donation gave me the 
means to have a dream to 
bring water to the Azawak 
people. This was the start 
of Amman Imman.   

What were some of the 
major obstacles you faced when starting 
Amman Imman?
The first obstacle was the financial 
challenge. We needed to fundraise but 
this was of course difficult because no 
one had ever heard of Amman Imman or 
the Azawak. We needed to educate people 
and gain standing as an organization 
before donors would invest in our 
mission. I also needed to learn quite a 

bit about how to deal with 
water issues, how to acquire 
the proper construction 
permits, how to handle the 
intense heat and difficult 
health conditions, and 
of course, the issue of 
corruption. What I learned 
from my graduate program, 
however, is that when you 
are establishing a public 
health program, you 

must remain open and listen carefully 
to the needs and wants of the people. 
The fact that Amman Imman is a small 
organization, we have the ability to stay 
close with the people and live among 
them in order to fully understand their 
needs. We are also able to ensure our 
work continues to provide relief through 
constant follow-up with management 
training and maintenance. One borehole 
can last 50-100 years if it is properly 
maintained.

What is the overall mission of Amman 
Imman and what are the short and long-
term goals of the organization?
The overall mission of Amman Imman 
is to provide abundant and clean water 
to the Azawak region. We completed 
our first borehole in January 2007 and it 
is now providing clean water to nearly 
25,000 people and their livestock. We are 
on schedule to begin drilling a second 
borehole in November of this year. Our 
long term goal is to drill 70-100 boreholes 
in the next ten years along with providing 
proper training, maintenance, and follow-
up. The phrase Amman Imman means 

" I live with the 
people; we are 
family. They 
need our help 
desperately. "

● ● ●
Ariane with children from 
camp Teckniwen (Jan 06)

Soldering a sign onto the 
Tangarwashne water tower 

(July 07)
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‘Water is Life’. When you bring a 
borehole to a community, you are 
bringing water to that community, 
and with water everything else will 
come. The Azawaks are beginning 
to experience that. Water allows 
you grow you own food; water 
allows you to build an adobe 
home; water allows a family to stay 
clean and avoid disease; water 
allows children to spend their day 
at school rather than skimming 
through muddy marshes; water 
attracts other NGOs to invest in 
the region – to build schools and health 
centers, set-up food relief programs, and 
combat the environmental degradation of 
the region.   

Describe the reactions from local 
community members and other NGOs to 
Amman Imman’s work.
We work very closely with the local 
community and they all know me. Before 
I started Amman Imman, I had done 
quite a bit of field research in the area, 
interviewing over 700 households. I live 
with the people; we are family. They are 
very patient with me but they need help 
desperately. They are watching their 
children die. Fifty percent of the children 
die before the age of 5 and twenty-five 

percent of the children die from thirst 
or from drinking dirty water. Since we 
are one of the few NGOs to attempt to 
provide relief to the Azawak by providing 
potable and sustainable water, we are 
well-respected by other organizations. 
They admire us and come to us for advice 
on how to handle water issues.  

How can ASP and its alumni community 
support Amman Imman?
I remember as a student at ASP, I attended 
two school assemblies which made a 
particularly important impact on me 
and helped shape my commitment to 
help others less fortunate than myself. 
One was about Amnesty International 
and its human rights work and the other 

was a presentation made by individuals 
living with HIV. These experiences 
opened my mind to the numerous 
dilemmas people face across the world 
and the work that needs to be done to 
ameliorate these difficult situations. 
I would love to have the opportunity 
to talk to the ASP student body about 
the world water crisis, global climate 
change, and the immediate effect both 
are having on the lives of the Azawak 
people. It would be both an honor and 
a privilege if ASP students choose to 
help support Amman Imman through 

awareness-raising as well as fundraising. 
Schools and students in particular are our 
most important partners and allies and 
they have already helped raise a majority 
or our funds and support. I would be also 
grateful to have the support of the alumni 
and parent community, either through 
direct contributions, or by putting me 
in touch with corporations and/or 
foundations that would like to sponsor 
or partner with Amman Imman. It is the 
generosity of compassionate individuals 
which fuels everything we do, and helps 
us bring life and hope to the Azawak. 

If you would like to learn more about how 
you can support Amman Imman, please 
visit: www.ammanimman.org 

Malik, Soutout and 
Raichatou digging for 

water (Jan 06)
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L
ASP alumni have joined together for three reunions these past few months 
with more events coming this fall! Here are reports from our reunion 
organizers in Los Angeles, Dallas, and Boston, as well as an update on the 
upcoming reunion in Austin, TX. 

Los Angeles Reunion: 
February 21, 2009

ET'S GET  TOGETHER"
"

“Over 40 alumni ranging from the 1960s to 
the 2000s met at Smiles Nightclub (owned 
by Chris LeFeuvre ‘91) in Los Angeles to 
mingle, reminisce, and network. As an 
ice breaker, everyone wrote in the name 
of an unforgettable faculty member on 
his/her name tag, and the likes of ‘Sefton’, 
‘Moriarty’, ‘Kingsley’, and ‘Kite’ bridged 
many an age gap. Alumni from as far away 
as Houston and Boston joined Los Angeles 
family members to attend the event. A 
highlight of the evening was the ASP photo 
slideshow that looped on the flat screen 
TV, along with the ASP raffle, which found 
alumni winning everything from ASP 
champagne glasses to a romantic dinner 
for two at the ASP cafeteria. Many thanks 
to reunion organizers Chris LeFeuvre ‘91, 
Stephanie Young Rosen ‘86, Blake Buckley 
‘76, and of course, Amanda Nagele for all 
her help and support!”

Stephanie Young Rosen ’86, Class 
Representative 1986

Dallas Reunion: 
May 15-17, 2009

ASP alumni from classes 1978-1981 joined together to celebrate their 30th (or almost 
30th!) reunion in Dallas, TX this May thanks to reunion organizers Laurie Oldfield 
(Reffitt) ’79 & Jennifer Johnson (Douglas) ’79.  

 “Many, many thanks to Laurie and Jenny for a truly fabulous weekend, and to Darren 
for the super slideshow. It was truly fulfilling to see how quickly everyone reconnected 
and how we have a special bond that is hard to replicate - your persistence made it all 
happen! You have set the bar high for next time!”   

Colleen Drummond ‘79

“Thanks again to Laurie and Jenny for setting everything up. We all had a great time 
and we owe you our deepest gratitude. These reunions are a terrific way to stay in 
touch, and friendships are what life is all about. Thank you guys for making life that 
much more wonderful!” 

Blaise Dagilaitis ‘78
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ET'S GET  TOGETHER"
70s Reunion in Austin: October 16-18, 2009
Reunion organizers, Bill Talley ’76, Mike Barndt ‘76, Ken Brock-Barndt ‘79, 
and Jane Lucido (Haber) ‘76, invite ASP alumni to reconnect with old friends 
in beautiful Austin, TX this October. Here’s an update from Bill Talley ’76 
with all the details!
“Alright, so by now you’ve heard about the ‘ASP Classes of the 70’s Reunion’ 
in Austin this October, and we hope many of you have committed to coming 
to the event either through our reunion website www.aspreunion.com , 
Facebook, or personal email. So a logical question would be, why Austin? 
Well, besides it being the town that Mike Barndt ‘76 lives in (and by his 
endorsement, you’d think he worked for the Austin Chamber of Commerce!), 
Austin is central to both coasts, has a good airport hub, it’s a hip town 
renowned for its music, and in October the weather is better than most of 
the country. For those of you who are definitely attending, we encourage you 
to book your hotel as soon as possible. We have blocked 50 rooms for our 
event at the Radisson Hotel & Suites, and they will be held until September 
15. You can book your room directly through our website by going to 
www.aspreunion.com and click on the ‘Hotel Reservations’ link.”
Here’s a list of alumni coming to Austin so far!

“Wow! What can I say ... I’m sure I wasn’t the 
only one with a tear in their eye this weekend! 
Seeing everyone again was beyond words. Hard 
to believe it’s been more than twenty-five years 
for many of us since we’ve seen each other. How 
could we have waited so long! Friday’s Cruise: 
We lucked out! The reunion Gods spared us and 
gave us great weather. Dinner was fantastic, the 
boat ride was fantastic and we were able to hold 
our door prize drawing on the bow of the boat. 
Saturday brunch at Sel de la Terre was great. We 
almost filled the entire patio, and it wasn’t long 
after that we began our bar crawl to five of some 
of Boston’s finest pubs. We were surprised by the 
appearance of Poe Fratt ’80 and Paul Gasperini 
‘82 along the way! After a little pause, we were 
all meeting again at the Elephant & Castle Pub 
and Restaurant for dinner and drinks. For those 
who couldn’t make it, we certainly missed you. 
If your ears were ringing all weekend, you know 
that we were talking about you. All good things 
of course! Now there is word for another ASP 
Family Reunion in the works for next year. So, 
start saving your pennies ... and more info will 
follow in the coming months. Thanks again to 
Scott, Tammy, Lori, and Van for all your help in 
organizing this reunion. And here is a video I 
made of photos of our years in Paris that I would 
like to share with all of you. 
Enjoy! http://static.ak.fbcdn.net/swf/mvp.swf?8
%3A174665%3A1&v=1197178974317&ev=0.” 

Steven Wyatt ‘82

Boston Reunion: 
July 24-26, 2009

Los Angeles Reunion: October 10, 2009
France vs. California: ASP Wine Tasting Reunion. Come see which country’s wine you prefer  

while you meet and reconnect with ASP alumni in southern California region. We are in the planning 
stages for this event and would appreciate any help from fellow alumni in organizing the  

evening as well as the raffle. Please contact Stephanie Young Rosen ‘86  
at stepheene@gmail.com. 

Upcoming Events!

Anderson, Tom ‘75         
Armstrong, Sarah ‘77       
Armstrong, Ted ‘77        
Bader, Katharine ‘76       
Barndt, Mike ‘76            
Brock-Barndt, Ken ‘79    
Brojan, Mary ‘76           
Buckley, Blake ‘76
Coster, Mike ‘79
Gross-Maubry, Marc ‘71
Guerriero, Kerry ‘75
Clinton Haddick ‘75
Hague, John ‘76
Hart, Michelle ‘77
Healey, Brian ‘76
Henry, Kevin ‘77
Ingram, David ‘76
Kemp, Jeff ‘78
Kozak, Scott ‘76
Landon, Mark ‘71
Langstaff, Lynn ‘77

Leyva, Michael ‘78
Lucido, Jane ‘76
Meyer, Carol ‘75
Morell, Elizabeth ‘78
Pickard, Mike ‘76
Pickard, Stephen ‘75
Rescoe, Steve ‘77
Shaffer, Larry ‘79
Talley, Bill ‘76
Thulin, Josh ‘76
Van Zanden, Frank ‘78 

Save the date!

www.aspreunion.com
http://www.aspreunion.com
http://static.ak.fbcdn.net/swf/mvp.swf?8%3A174665%3A1&v=1197178974317&ev=0
http://static.ak.fbcdn.net/swf/mvp.swf?8%3A174665%3A1&v=1197178974317&ev=0
mailto:stepheene@gmail.com
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SCHOOL NEWS

HONORING BRAVERY AND   CELEBRATING FREEDOM
On June 6th, 103 ASP students, staff and 
faculty were invited to attend the 65th 
Anniversary D-Day Commemorations at the 
American Cemetery near Omaha Beach in 
Normandy.  
Before the ceremony, students had a chance 
to explore and meet with veterans and current 
military personnel.  
The ceremony included speeches by President 

Nicolas Sarkozy, Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, UK Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown and US President Barack Obama.  There 
was also the presentation of four French Legion 
of Honor medals to D-Day veterans, a 21-gun 
canon salute and a jet fly over in missing-man 
formation.  After the ceremony, students went 
onto the official podium and to their surprise, 
many were able to also meet with President 

Obama and President Sarkozy. Sophomore, 
Sietse Goffard, was able to meet General 
James Jones, former ASP student and current 
National Security Advisor at The White House.
Special thanks to ASP parents Mr Andrew 
Young and Mr An Le, both of the American 
Embassy, for their efforts in making it possible 
for the ASP delegation to attend this historical 
event.  

Meeting some of the veterans who made such 

a massive change to the twentieth century was 

a breathtaking experience. In an interview, one 

veteran declared that it is important to respect 

everyone no matter what they believe in or whose 

side they are own. This was very touching as the 

same man also mentioned that none of the troops 

under his command survived Operation Overlord. 

Despite all of the terror and destruction that 

he had seen, he still believed that his enemies 

deserved the respect that one would give to any 

other.
Olivier Van Geel (grade 10)

❝



World Wide ASPect -Summer 2009 - 11

MEETING PRESIDENT OBAMA…
A group of 47 ASP students were amongst those at the NATO Summit in Strasbourg this 
spring to witness the first public international address by President Obama. Student 
Sietse Goffard (Grade 10) reports.

 “We were standing a mere few feet away from the world’s most powerful – and probably 
popular – man. As Obama approached the podium triumphantly amid a standing ovation, 
our fingers rested solely on the Capture button of our cameras. His presence was just like 
we had always seen on television, only more tangible; his words only more inspiring; his 
character only more genuine and refreshing.
The President touched on a number of issues during the 45-minute eye-opening, 
impassioned speech including the economic crisis and the war in Iraq. Then for 20 minutes, 
the President conducted a Town Hall debate, responding to questions that concerned 
international relations, the famed ‘First Dog’, and the multitude of challenges facing the 
future generation.Then, our big moment came. As the President’s booming “Thank you!” echoed throughout the arena, we crowded the edge of 
the stage, desperately hoping to get a close-up photograph with him, an autograph, a handshake – any sort of souvenir we could take away and 
cherish forever. We crowded the railing and held out our hands, hoping he would shake them. In the end, most of us did manage to receive a firm 
handshake; this was the main subject of conversation during the entire bus ride home. As we all observed, it is not every day one gets to meet the 
President of the United States.”  By Sietse Goffard (Grade 10)

SCHOOL NEWS

ONORING BRAVERY AND   CELEBRATING FREEDOM
“Impossible!” I thought. “Is it really him?”

As I slowly strolled near the presidential helicopter 

idle on the lawn, I encountered US National Security Advisor 

James Jones, alumnus of ASP. He was waiting to board the 

helicopter along with President Obama. Excited by a unique 

opportunity to meet a top aide in Obama’s cabinet, I asked 

him for a picture and inquired as to whether he did truly 

attend ASP. He confirmed this and told me that he had 

graduated in the class of 1962. 

General Jones was interested 

and pleasantly surprised to 

know that I was a current 

student at his former school. 

He shook my hand and posed 

for a photo. We then had a 

short discussion about ASP.

“It would be great if you could 

come back and visit ASP again sometime soon!” I added. 

General Jones seemed very open to the idea and appeared to 

be very willing to visit ASP in the future! 

Sietse Goffard (grade 10)

❝
The vastness of the Cemetery, of the hundreds of 

rows of white gravestones on the green grass, was 

breathtaking.  As we walked through the rows, 

no one was talking; it was so moving that there was little to 

say.  The most shocking were the gravestones of unknown 

soldiers, with “Here lies a comrade in arms, known only to 

God” inscribed in place of the name, home state, and date 

of death of the soldier. 

The veterans were arriving, too, and we witnessed one 

weeping as he was pushed in his wheelchair through rows 

of his friends’ graves.  That was when the reality of what we 

were seeing really hit: the veterans, both living and dead, 

had given their lives to ensure our liberty.  

Anna Bradley Webb (grade 9)

❝



12 - World Wide ASPect - Summer 2009

CLASS OF 2009 
On June 20, Board, Administrators, Faculty, Staff and most importantly 
Seniors and their families joined to celebrate a wonderful year of success. 
Enjoy these extracts from Graduation Day...

SPECIAL REPORT

The commencement of our lives

  By Jessie Papalia (President of the Student Council and the new alumni Class Representative for 2009)

This is it. We’re finally here. Ending and beginning. Despite our feelings of nostalgia about high school and well, 

childhood being over, it really is a commencement. A commencement of our lives. 

Today is a day full of contradictions. On one hand it is so exciting and relieving to have finished, to have 

accomplished that which we have been headed towards for the past fifteen years of our schooling. And on the 

other hand it is scary and sad because we’re comfortable here with our friends and our parents guiding us, we’re 

happy here. We are walking contradictions, eighteen years old brimming with both childhood and adulthood. We 

had an unbelievable high school experience. I cannot imagine a better place to have grown up. I cannot fathom a 

more nurturing community or happier peers or more inspirational teachers. And I don’t think this is nostalgia or 

idealism. 

We have learned so much from our teachers and not just about integration or how to write a poetry commentary. 

Our teachers have challenged us and forced us to think, really think and think for ourselves. 

We are ready to move on to the next stage of life, to university and independence in great part because of the 

teachers at this school. 

Our peers, above all, make ASP the place that it is. Look around you. Just take a second and look at one another. 

These people have made you cry with laughter, they have told you secrets, they have broken your heart. They have studied with you, danced 

with you, played soccer with you, sung with you, partied with you, hated you, loved you but most importantly, these people have shaped you. 

They have shaped who you are and who you will become. 

And man are we lucky to have been shaped by such incredible people.

Congratulations class of 2009. It has been an honor to have shared high school with you. 

By Jessie Papalia
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SPECIAL REPORT

My number one life lesson. It’s a subversive 
message. It’s also a simple message, one that 
I hope you will remember: Life is not a straight 
line. It’s a jazz improvisation.  
You may think that having that one dream in 
life and pursuing that dream with laser-beam 
precision is the only way to find success and 
happiness. And you may be right.  Certainly, 
the laser beam strategy seems to have worked 
for some folks.  
I learned along the way that if you are 
fixated on just one goal, you may miss out 
on possibilities that you didn’t know were 
there. Improvisation can prepare you for the 
setbacks, banish the fear and embrace the 
unexpected.
When I was a journalist in my twenties 
covering France for the first time, an aging 
Iranian ayatollah settled in a small town an 
hour outside of Paris. Week after week I went 
to see him, and when he took a chartered 
plane back to Iran to make a revolution, I 
was on his plane. There was a plan to shoot 
it down, but I was young and single and 
frankly, didn’t know better. I had read about 
revolutions in books. And then suddenly I was 
watching a revolution unfold before my eyes.
I want to quote something about bravery 

written by Anna Guindlen, my first editor 
at the New York Times. “The ultimate act 
of bravery doesn’t usually take place in a 
battlefield,” she said. “It takes place in 
your heart when you have the courage to 
honor your character, your intellect, your 
inclinations, and your soul by listening to 
its clean, clear voice of direction instead of 
following the muddied messages of a timid 
world.”
When my daughters were in high school, I 
watched the overwhelming programming of 
young people like them - and like you - to 
get the best grades and the best test scores, 
to choose the best extracurricular activities 
to get into the best colleges. Maybe some of 
you already are thinking about how to get the 
best job four or more years from now. I want 
you also to pursue your passions, to smell 
the flowers, to listen, to improvise. 
Being flexible is particularly important today. 
None of us knows how bad the economic 
crisis is or how long it will last. You can be 
the brainiest nuclear physicist or the most 
talented musician in the world but not every 
door may open when and where you want 
it to. Flexibility makes it easier to make 
choices and to shift course.  

And you, Class of 2009, have the tools to do 
it. You represent 30 different nationalities, 
and you have learned first-hand to respect 
and embrace and celebrate difference.  
Think about the diverse paths of ASP 
students  who have gone before you. One 
was a four-star general and is now Obama’s 
national security advisor; another is a Bond 
Girl. One is an opera producer, another is 
an AIDS researcher.  One is the founder of a 
school in Bangladesh, another is a physicist 
who uses his solar-powered musical band to 
promote environmental causes. The pursuit 
of excellence in life is crucial – but pair it 
up with 'joie de vivre'. That has to be one of 
the great lessons you take away from living 
in France and studying at ASP. If you don’t, 
you may miss out. Strategizing and goal-
setting are essential as long as there is a fall 
back. A setback, class of 2009, is an option 
– it fuels compassion and sparks creative 
thinking. 
Who knows – you may start on the road to 
becoming a four-star general and end up a 
Bond Girl! 
So class of 2009, dream your dream. But 
have another dreaam in your back pocket. 
Dream deep, but dream broad. 

Improvise for life

By Elaine Sciolino (abridged version, pictured left)

Senior correspondent for the New York Times and  parent of two ASP graduates, the 
commencement address was heartfelt and deeply appreciated. 

World Wide ASPect - Summer 2009 - 13
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COMING HOME

C
 

LUMNI VISITS A 
Kana Amaki ‘97 
visited ASP in February 2009. Kana is 
currently living in Tokyo and came to 
campus during a trip to Paris with her 
mother. Kana attended grades 3-7 at ASP 
and had a wonderful time visiting campus 
with one of her former teachers, Chris 
Chater. 

Geoff Chutter ‘70 
and his wife 
visited campus in 
April 2009. Geoff 
currently lives in 
Vancouver and is 
the President and 
CEO of WhiteWater, 
a worldwide 
manufacturer and 

designer of water parks. 

Stavros 
Vavouyios ‘80 
visited us in July 2009. He 
spent one year at ASP in 
middle school in 1976-
77. He currently lives in 
Oklahoma and is a high 

school math teacher. 

Jay Cusimano ’86 
recently visited ASP in June 2009 and sent 
us these few words about his trip down 
memory lane. 
“Twenty-four years after graduating from 

ASP, I returned on a 
rainy June morning, 
with my wife Jennifer, 
for a tour down memory 
lane. Took a bit for me 
to shake the cobwebs 
from my memory cells, 
but thanks to our guide 
for the morning, Aaron 

Hubbard, who was an Upper School 
teacher in my day and is now the Assistant 
Head/Director of the Upper School, and a 
review of the 1985 yearbook, the good times 
came flooding back. Twenty-four years is a 
long time between visits – much too long. I 
hope I can get back again much sooner to 
show my kids. Thank you again Aaron and 
Amanda Nagele for making it so easy and 
fun to return to school.”

Bill Gaylord
Parent of two ASP alumni (Chris Gaylord 
’91 and Jennifer Ramirez Gaylord ’88), 
visited ASP this June. Bill shares his 
impressions of ASP today. 
“I was immediately impressed with the 
overall appearance of the entire campus. 
It looked first class with a number of new 
buildings alongside the older ones that 
obviously had undergone significant 
restoration.
First, we came to the new gymnasium 
and physical training center that was 
impressive both in terms of its size and the 
comprehensive athletic equipment and 
spectator furnishings. I thought back to the 
basketball games I had attended in the old 
gym and knew my kids would have loved 
having this one instead. 
On we went to the new 
student cafeterias, manned 
by four French chefs who 
daily prepare both classical 
French meals and American 
favorites. Back in the old 
days, our kids used to bring 
brown bags with sandwiches 

and fruit from home. My, how times have 
changed.
What was once a big ugly dirt field is now 
a beautiful football pitch covered with lush 
green grass. Next to it at one end is a nice 
softball field with a real dirt infield and 
proper backstop. Since both our kids played 
soccer at ASP, they would have enjoyed 
this significant addition to the school’s 
facilities.
The new Performing Arts Center that had 
been completely renovated in 2006-07 
following the disastrous floods is a state-of-
the-art, magnificent facility that serves as a 
centerpiece of the campus today. 
Later, we wound up at what was once the 
‘jungle’ area outside the Upper School 
administration offices. It has now been 
transformed into ‘The Cube’ which is 
a small arts center where students can 
perform music or display their artwork. 
While we were here, I got to see my son’s 
former history professor, Hal Judis. Hal 
and I are close friends from the past and 
we both enjoy European history along with 
good French food and wine. I also got a 
chance to chat with 
Dave Stead and reminisce about ASP soccer 
teams of the past. I was truly impressed 
and proud to be part of the ASP family. 
ASP had always been a great school and 
certainly served our children well. But, 
today I have seen a school that has been 
taken up a level or two by some very 
dedicated and talented people at ASP. 
 In fact, these enhancements must have 
cost a lot of money, so I mentally made 
a note to increase our future donations 
to ASP since the money is obviously well 

spent.
I left ASP thinking 
about calling my kids 
and telling them what 
a wonderful school they 
had attended and how 
they needed to start 
planning their next trip to 
Paris…” 

We are always thrilled when our alumni visit campus.  
We enjoy catching up with their news and they are always excited to see 
what has changed or stayed the same. If you have plans to be in Paris, 
please don’t hesitate to come by.
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60s
Richard Kelly, class of 1963 
Attended the American Community School 
of Paris in 1959-1960. Not a very long 
time, really, but sort of ruined me for the 
suburban New Jersey high school to which 
I returned. After high school, I attended 
Middlebury College and then law school 
at NYLS and NYU. Pursued a variety of 
careers (stock trader, lawyer, investment 
banker, consultant -- currently doing legal 

recruiting). Only one wife so far (42 
years). Two children, one granddaughter 
(arrived in January). Currently sharing 
my life with wife, 2 dogs, and 1 horse. 
Happy to hear from anyone with time to 
e-mail: see Alumniweb

70s
Mark Landon, class of 
1971
Live in Scottsdale, AZ with my wife 
Kim and youngest daughter Alex (17). 
I have two older girls, Ashlee (27) and 
Alli (24) who live in Scottsdale as well. 
I have worked in healthcare for 25 
years. I played college football at Duke 
University and coached football at 
Virginia and Duke before entering the 
healthcare field in 1981. I visited ASP last 
winter when in Paris on a business trip.

André Boivin, class of 1974 
OK, 35 years since 
graduation, time 
to start planning 
retirement. 
Number one on the 
list is a trip back 
to Paris. Number 
two is to touch 

base with those who I had the pleasure of 
knowing and sharing good times. Number 
three is attending a few alumni reunions. 
The list is ready and all that’s left to do is 
put the plan into action. I look forward to 
seeing you soon.

Sarah Popp (Kunze),  
class of 1975
Greetings from upstate New York. It was 
a wonderful feeling going back to Ville 
d’Avray a few years ago while we were 
in Paris visiting our daughter who was 
studying at Paris IV. We walked past our 
old apartment and reminisced about lots 
of good times with Suzanne & Karen.

March 2009-August 2009
LASS NOTES HIGHLIGHTS

In Memory

Richard (Dick) Larkin, class of 1953
“I am saddened to report the passing of Richard (Dick) and Myra Larkin on April 18, 2009. 
There were only 21 members of our ACS graduating class in 1953 and many of us have 
been able to keep in touch. Dick was an important part of that group. 

We share good memories of our classmate and friend. I remember him being quite the 
piano player and during lunch breaks he would regale us with sing-a-longs and slightly 

risqué melodies for the ‘oh so sophisticated’ members of 
that year’s senior class. 

After school a bunch of us would pile into his car and 
he would chauffeur us down to the American Embassy 
on Avenue Gabriel for cokes and hanging out. He was 
bright, witty, and funny.  I know I speak for the class 
when we send our heartfelt condolences to their family 
and friends. We will miss our friend.”

Helen Christides Richard, class of 1953

C
ALUMNI NEWS

Upper School teachers and staff of the American 
Community School of Paris in front of its former 
location at 216 Blvd. Raspail in Paris. Front 
center is Mr. Paul G. de Rosay, Headmaster, and 
to his left, Mrs. Bell, an instrumental teacher in 
establishing the school. 

50s
Charles 
Kendrick 
Powell, class 
of 1951 
I live in Florida, 
married, with 2 
daughters. I travel to 

Europe and the Middle East on a regular 
basis, and hope to move back to Paris 
in 4 years. I am so curious as to where 
my classmates are in their lives! If you 
remember me, please send me an email! 
See Alumniweb

LUMNI VISITS 
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ALUMNI NEWS

 80s
Ryan Martin,  
class of 1988
Living in Brooklyn, NY and enjoy hearing 
from classmates from 1979-1982, from Mr. 
Francis (5th grade), and Mrs. Sweatz (6th 
grade).

ASP Alumni Authors

Don't forget to update your 

Class Notes online with ASP's 

Alumniweb portal. For more 

information contact Amanda 

Nagele: anagele@asparis.fr

March 2009-August 2009
LASS NOTES HIGHLIGHTS

90s
Chris Gaylord, class of 1991 
Chris is the proud father of a new baby boy, 
Cooper Deming Gaylord, 7 lb - 8 oz and 
19’’ long. Chris and his wife, Christin, and 
5 year old son, Caleb, live in Fort Collins, 
Colorado. (For more news from the Gaylord 
family see p. 14)

Thomas Cognata,  
class of 1996 
Living in Houston once again, and now 
working for NASA ... hurray Space! I’m 
here to be sure we don’t cook/freeze any 
astronauts!

 Faculty
Marval Grabner, former faculty
I am in Uganda, heading to Kenya! We 
have seen so many animals and birds. 
We spent two days tracking, hiking, and 
waiting till finally we stood within a meter 
of a big silverback gorilla and babies and 
the rest of the family. They are so casual, 
peaceful, and content - if we are descended 
from them, why are we not a little bit more 
like that? The weather is great, the people 
are great. 

C

Ardavan Amir-Aslani,  
class of 1982 

Iran the Return of 
Persia (Iran Le Retour 
de la Perse) was 
released in February 
2009. In this book, 
the author develops 
his theory on how 
Western powers 

should seize the opportunity and 
accompany the changes  
and the evolutions occurring currently 
in Iran. Ardavan Amir-Aslani is senior 
partner of an internationally oriented 
law firm in Paris. 
Representing various sovereign 
States, he regularly advises 
governments in the draft of their 
domestic national laws relating to 
foreign investments, securities laws, 
and Islamic finance. 

(All books are available for purchase through Amazon)

Virginia Gift, former faculty 
Virginia’s recently released book Tango:  
A History of Obsession analyzes the social 
history of Tango dancing. Virginia began 

taking Argentine Tango 
lessons after retiring from 
ASP where she taught history 
and ceramics for over thirty 
years. For the past several 
years, Virginia has been 
living part-time in the north 
of Mexico where she teaches 

tango as well as performs. Tango: A History of 
Obsession took nearly ten years to write and 
was published in April 2009.

Ellen Gordon Reeves,  
former faculty 
Over decades of helping job hunters put 
their best feet forward, Ellen Gordon Reeves 
has been asked thousands of questions, 

now collected in Can I 
Wear My Nose Ring to 
the Interview? The Crash 
Course in Finding, Landing, 
and Keeping Your First 
Real Job. 
Writing with enormous 
authority and a 

compelling, lively voice, Ellen Reeves 
brings together her lifetime of experience 
of hiring, counseling, and résumé-
doctoring into an essential guide for 
young job seekers and  a great refresher 
course for those entering or re-entering 
the job market at all ages and stages. Vice 
President of Engagement and Marketing 
for the Harvard Alumni Association, Ellen 
posts daily as a career advisor for jobs.
change.org and is the resident job-hunting 
expert at the Columbia Publishing Course. 
Ellen taught Upper School English at ASP 
and has helped many seniors navigate the 
college essay process. 


