
The official reopening of our 
wonderful PAC was celebrated at 
the start of the year – the culmi-
nation of a community campaign 
that succeeded thanks in large 
part to our many generous alumni 
donors.
In an evening that celebrated stu-
dent talent, both past and present, 
the audience enjoyed a rare treat 
with music, dance, song, drama and film, 
and headlining, our star guest, singer son-
gwriter alum Andy Scisco '93.
Trustee and lead donor in our PAC 
campaign, Tomek Ulatowski, gave the 
inauguration speech in which  
he concentrated on what we can and 
should achieve together for our students 
as a community through development.
And then the stage was turned over to 
the talents of ASP with stunning perfor-
mances from our Upper School students, 
joined also by alum Stefan Szwarc ’07.  
After the intermission Andy Scisco  
proved how important nurturing musical 
talents from the earliest years is. 
The professional singer songwriter jetted 
in from touring in Norway to celebrate 
the PAC’s opening and held his captive 

audience for a ma-
gnificent set.
ASP alumnus from 
the class of 93 and 
former teacher at 
ASP, Andy’s career 
took off when he 
was asked to open 
for the famous 
French folk, rock 
singer, Gerald de 

Palmas on his French tour in 2005. 
His EP The Imaginary Man sold over 
10,000 copies in that year, and last year he 

HE PAC IS BACK...

Meet our  
traveling Pooch3P.

Teachers inspired  
by teachers 4P.

Class notes  
from Alumni8P.

released The Sky Between Us.
He had this to say about his time at ASP: 
“Music always seemed to be a prominent 
vector in those awkward adolescent years 
when everything was a test or a challenge 
to one’s identity. It was the glue between 
friends and it was also what made you 
unique and set you apart from adults. It 
really defined and shaped us. I suppose 
the game hasn’t changed all that much. 
Only the venues and the audiences have 
become a bit bigger.”
Thanks to all those alumni who joined 
the campaign trail for the PAC renova-
tions.

American School of ParisAmerican School of Paris
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PAC SPECTACLE!
And in April our PAC will be used for the launch of 
a local arts festival with a performance from one 
of the most famous theater festivals in the world. 
The Avignon Festival in France is famous worldwide 
for its celebration of the ‘living arts’... and one of 
the most acclaimed shows from its groundbreaking 
fringe festival is coming to ASP.
Our newly refurbished and inaugurated PAC has 
attracted the attention of artists who will open 
the 3rd Annual Festival of Young Contemporary 
Creation at ASP with a breathtaking ‘spectacle’ –  

an adaptation from Gabriel Garcia Marquez – which 
premiered in Avignon last year.
The ‘spectacle’ performed will be Macondo, 
inspired by The Incredible and Sad Tale of Innocent 
Eréndira and her Heartless Grandmother, a novella 
by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. It will make the perfect 
end to the perfect day... on International Day, April 
5 in the PAC after the ASP cultural festivities have 
drawn to a close. Any alumni in the Paris area 
for April 5 are very welcome to join us. Watch the 
website for details.

T
              Andy Scisco celebrates the new PAC
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ASP TODAY

EAR OF SCIENCE  
 & ENVIRONMENTY

Welcome to our exciting annual giving 
campaign! This year your gift to ASP will 
help save the planet! A grand claim? We 
don’t think so... 
Not only is ASP committed to becoming 
a ‘green campus’, it is also committed to 
ensuring that every student is equipped 
with the understanding and passion to 
contribute to the global issues which 
will only increase in importance as they 
grow up. 
In order to rescue the planet, we need to 
understand and appreciate it first. Science 
education and citizenship are at the heart 
of ensuring our children’s futures, and by 
bringing learning alive from the earliest 
age, we are one step ahead of the game. 
Already ASP has undertaken a ‘green 
audit’ with a professional team from The 
Netherlands making rigorous inspections 
of the campus with the following goals:
• To establish a model of best practice to 
set as a standard for ASP.
• To recommend appropriate actions with 
a timeline and framework as to how ASP 
can better protect and enhance the envi-
ronment through the conservation and 
preservation of natural resources.  
• To raise awareness among the ASP 
community of the key environmental 
challenges facing the school.
And the school has also already under-
taken to totally renovate all the existing 
science labs... but to make the most of this 
special year and to establish a foundation 
for the future of research at ASP we 
need your help.
Your gift to ASP this year will finance pro-
jects which may help shape the future of 
our planet, because you will help support 
inspirational teaching and take away 
budgetary constraints. 
Thanks to the generous support of our 
entire school community we have already 
raised nearly 80,000 euros in gifts and 
pledges to support our Year of Science 
and Environment and projects funded 
so far include: campus-wide recycling 
system, a Middle School and Upper 
School lecture series by Prescott College’s 

Environmental Studies Professor Dr. Doug 
Hulmes, and the installation of a school 
weather station where students can 
analyze and share real-time data through 
a worldwide network.  
If you are interested in making a tax-de-
ductible donation towards the campaign 

please contact Amanda Nagele 
at anagele@asparis.fr or (+33) 
01 41 12 83 54 or visit our web-
site at: http://www.asparis.
org/page.cfm?p=86
Thank you for your continued 
support!

A SPECIAL TREAT FROM  
THE VISITING WRITER PROGRAM
One of the highlights of every year is the prestigious Visiting 
Writer Program in which ASP is fortunate enough to host 
some of the literary world’s best known names thanks to 
the especially generous annual gift of an alumnus, Steven 
Barclay '77. 
The writers workshop with students during the day and then 
in the evening, parents and faculty are invited to the US Ambassador’s Official 
Residence for a special evening event with a champagne cocktail and reading.
And we are delighted to welcome to ASP for the 07-08 Program, bestselling author, 
Alexander McCall Smith, probably best known for The No. 1 Ladies Detective 
Agency series which has topped best seller lists world-wide. The Scottish author 
will be at the school at the end of February.
In the past visitors to the school through this program have included; Billy Collins, 
Naomi Shihab Nye, David Sedaris, Marjane Satrapi and Robert Pinsky.
(A full report in the summer edition of the WWASPect)
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ALUMNI NEWS

OSH POOCH  
 THE PRIDE OF ASPP

We are delighted to introduce our new 
community mascot – Pooch!
Our posh purple poodle is loved by ASP 
students and alumni alike... and there is 
nothing she likes more than to get out 
and about with our community.
She just gets everywhere! From the Kin-
dergarten Christmas Party to champagne 
cocktails with alumni in London and New 
York! 
And as she is so busy getting all the news 
from our community, we are excited to 
announce the arrival of Pooch News, 
ASP’s monthly e-newsletter for alumni, 
parents of alumni, former faculty & staff, 
and former board members of the Ameri-
can School of Paris. 
Pooch News is a fun way to receive up-
to-date reports on alumni and school 
news in what we hope is an easy-to-read, 
environmentally friendly format. To 
check out past editions of Pooch News, 
please visit our website at http://www.
asparis.org/page.cfm?p=91, and if you 
would like to subscribe to our e-news-
letter please send an email to Amanda at 
anagele@asparis.fr.

And here’s what some alumni have had 
to say about it!
“I love it!!!! After seeing the Pooch news, 
I went back through my old pictures to 

find my trip to Wales for Outward Bound 
in 1979 and there I was standing with an 
orange hat next to Bobby Butterfield with 
our packs on and a large rock face in the 
background. What I would give to do that 
again! Perhaps alumni could chaperone a 
future school trip?” 
Paul Corrigan, class of 1985

“Wonderful receiving the 1st Pooch edi-
tion, well done!”
Gerard Welker, class of 1964

“What a great site.  Please keep us connec-
ted.”
The Payne family

This is just one of the new features on our website... 
which, regulars will have spotted, has been signifi-
cantly upgraded.
On January 1st we celebrated the new year by flipping 
the switch on a new ASP website, complete with a 
new improved Alumni Area. And in the late spring 
we plan to have a new Alumni module to upgrade our 
popular Alumniweb area.
Please refresh your favorites and make sure that you 
have our new website on your bookmarks. You can 
find all the latest reunion news as well as features 
like this, Blast from the Past.
We posted this picture from the 1984 Yearbook and 
asked to hear from you, and hear from you we did...

Wow, what luck!! I’m even pretty sure I’m on that 
field somewhere!!!  

Mike Cheetham, Dave Frankie, Chafik Abuzar, Jim 
Puglia...I’ll bet Bill Demers is back there somewhere 
too!!! 
What a great photo!!! Thanks for the quick trip down 
memory lane!!! 
Dave Collyer, Class of 1985
 
I checked out the latest info on ASP and much to my 
surprise there was a picture of me playing rugby.  
From Right to left in stripes:  Jim Puglia (84); Dave 
Franke (84); Chafik (86); Mike Cheetham (85).  I still 
have that jumper--though a little tight.  No funny 
stories.  Losing to ISB was never funny.  Cheers.
David Franke, Class of 1984 

Yes -- I remember those guys! Loved to watch 
them; David Franke (first guy on the right 

side) introduced me to the game. «It’s crazy!», I think 
he said. Lots of you, inlcuding Mike Cheetham, Glen 
Austin (not pictured), Nicholas Constantinidis (not 
pictured) kept me watching. Now, I have a little boy 
of my own. I wonder whether he will ever play? (As 
a protective mother, I’d have to say «not if I can help 
it!»). I do miss those days.
Julie Bright Stewart, Class of 1985

Check out the monthly photos and join the online fun! 
www.asparis.org

“I just received Pooch News... and all those 
events...Outward Bound, Holiday Bouti-
que... brought back great memories from 
my years at ASP!” 
Edna Irani, class of 2001

“Thank you so much for working on the 
newsletter and keeping everyone together 
across the globe.”
David Franke, class of 84

“This is wonderful, Amanda. What a nice 
way to see what is going on.”
Sara Acton, class of 1963
“Kudos on your newsletter - clear, easy to 
read and good info.”
Carol M. Warkoczewski, class of 1975

BLAST FROM THE PAST!
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ALUMNI LIVES

EACHERS HONORING  TEACHERSTMany of ASP’s alumni have pursued careers in teaching. We asked them 
how their experiences at ASP influenced their decision to become educators 
themselves. Helga Stoess Warren ’74, Ken Hall ’82, and Karin Papes ’82,  
share with us their personal stories. Although their experiences  

are unique, they share a common bond – remembering the inspirational teachers that  
taught them to embrace a passion for learning.

My name is Helga Stoess Warren 
and I graduated from ASP in 1974.  I 

never had any thoughts of becoming a teacher 
when I was at ASP and became a teacher by 
chance late in life.  My children were enrolled in 
a German Immersion program in Springfield, 
Virginia where we live.  There was a shortage of 
qualified German teachers at the time and I was 
already employed at the school as the German 
Instructional Assistant.  I had grown up in a 
German-speaking home and was fluent in German although I 
had never formally studied it.  Prodded by one of the teachers, I 
enrolled in graduate school at the ripe old age of 43 and earned a 
Master’s degree in German and French language teaching three 
years later.

My time at ASP and the influence of the teachers I had there has 
definitely had an effect on my teaching, though.  I had a wonderful 
homeroom teacher for English in 1968 when I was in the 7th Grade, 
my first year at ASP.  I have unfortunately forgotten his name, but 
I remember that we read The Hobbit and one of our assignments 
was to write an additional chapter to the novel and illustrate it.  
No teacher had ever asked me to do something so creative and I 

was charmed by the assignment.  
I still remember everybody’s chapters and 
illustrations hanging up all around  
the classroom. 
I teach middle school German Immersion 
now and often have my students write 
additional chapters to novels we read 
or dramatize an additional scene, and 
I incorporate LOTS of artwork in the 
assignments I give them.

I also make sure that my students get a heavy dose of grammar 
and that class is not all fun and games.  That’s the influence of 
Madame Calvet, whom I was fortunate to have as my teacher two 
years in a row and who taught me to write excellent French, which 
I am often complimented on by French natives.  
I really know my passé composé!  I also received a solid grounding 
in European culture, which helps me explain to my 
students not only what Germans do, but also why they do it and 
how it fits into the larger context of Europe.  I am reassured to 
know that current students are continuing to receive the same 
kind of fine, creative education that I had the great 
good fortune to receive and I wish their teachers the 
best in the years to come!

❝

❝

❞

HELGA STOESS WARREN ‘74

To this day I can still recite 
virtually all of my teachers 
from ASP.  As a longtime 

classroom teacher myself, I know this 
is because of the superior abilities and 
dedication of the people I was fortunate 
to have mentoring me from 1977-1981. A 
few examples of great teaching practices 
which I have integrated into my lessons 
can be seen in the following examples. 
In 8th grade earth science Mr. Schaeffer 
explicitly laid out each unit’s objectives, 
taught them as promised and then 
reviewed exactly what we had just 

learned.  While his class was never easy, 
it was always fair and his dedication to 
organization has remained a central 
focus of my own teaching. 
Andy Koss, my 8th grade English teacher, 
taught me that different students  
work at different speeds and set up 
vocabulary lessons that mirrored this 
concept. 
Even my class design originated at 
ASP as I “stole” the U shape of my 
students’ desks from English teacher 
Ted Miltenberger. Over the years I have 
“converted”  

scores of teachers to leave the traditional 
rows of desks to foster better classroom 
discussions. 
Miltenberger and administrator Jim 
Moriarty also showed me the value of 
student-teacher relationships built 
through extracurricular activities. So 
many of us wanted to please them 
because we were involved in theater, 
rugby or running and consequently knew 
how dedicated each of them was to us.
Music teacher Chris Chater taught 
me that one’s vocation should be an 
extension of one’s personality. His 

KEN HALL ‘82
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EACHERS HONORING  TEACHERS

❝

❞

In the midst of helping to 
plan my 25th high school 
reunion for my hometown 

in Chappaqua, NY, where I was 
raised, my thoughts reflect back 
on my school days. In some sense I 
never left school, since I am a high 
school teacher and have been for the 
past 16 years. This is attributed in 
large part to my experiences at the 
American School of Paris.

It wasn’t until I moved to Paris from 
my local public school in the winter 
of 1980 that I had the inkling school 
just might be a great place to spend 
a career. Prior to being transplanted 
to the “city of light”, my interests 
were really only in playing sports and 
being with family and friends.  There 
was not much intrinsic motivation 
to learn; only the extrinsic forces of 
family and peer pressure to get good 
grades. 

It was only in my encounter with a 
curious mix of students from around 
the world and the U.S. that ignited 
me to thinking that learning wasn’t 
such an onerous task, and that 
perhaps, it was at least as satisfying 
as scoring a goal for my team or 
being invited to a party. Of course, 
at the American School of Paris, 

infectious style of teaching made us 
all want to go to music class even if, 
like me, we had no innate musical 
ability.  The same was true for my 
11th grade history teacher John Guse 
who found laughter in every class 
presentation.
In short ASP taught me that good 
teachers create a caring family 
atmosphere in the classroom where 
both students and teachers are 
learners and the success of 
each is intertwined.“ ❞

KARIN PAPES ‘82
my involvement in sports 
continued as well as many 
social “rendez-vous” to 
Roscoes and other urban 
hotspots. But, added to 
my daily school routine 
were intellectual exercises 
in lifelong learning. We 
debated the Iran-Iraq War, 
which had been raging at 
the time, with classmates 
who had fled from that war 
in Brian Mimmack’s  IB 
European history class. We 
pored over The National 
Experience (the biggest 
textbook I had ever seen) 
for AP US History with 
Kathy Lee; Culturally, we 
learned how to critique 
masterpieces with Brandt 
Kingsley in history of art class. It 
is hard to forget sitting face to face 
with and writing what I saw of 
Monet’s original “Le Soleil Levant” 
at the L’Orangerie (the painting 
that ushered in the Impressionist 
movement which has since been 
recovered from thieves and moved). 
Witnessing Michael Lynch and 
Michael Brenson contemplate a 
single sentence or paragraph from 
F. Scott Fitzgerald and James Joyce 
for an entire period amazed the 

students who pondered with 
them.  For chorus, Norman 
Proulx chose such challenging 
and sophisticated pieces as 
Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus”, 
and “La Cantique de Jean 
Racine” by Faure. Due to these 
teachers and several others, my 
motivation for learning became 
strong, but more importantly, 

my motivation to teach others what I 
have learned took shape.
In short, my years at ASP were 
inspiring and opened up an entirely 
new world. Twenty-five years later, 
my main goal is to try to inspire my 
students in hoping that they will 
become motivated and see learning 
as an end in itself. These lessons that I 
am so fortunate to have learned have 
given me fulfillment and joy 
throughout my 16-year career.

❞
WE WANT TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
Do you have fond memories or funny 

stories about your time at ASP?

Did ASP make you the person  

you are today?

We want to hear your stories and 

tributes to ASP’s wonderful teachers.

Email Amanda: anagele@asparis.fr
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REUNION NEWS

EEPING THE ASP WORLD   WIDE FAMILY CONNECTED KLondon, Paris, New York… were the glamorous locations  
for a whole heap of alumni activity in recent weeks and months…

NYC has been buzzing with ASP alumni 
activity these past few months! Thanks 
to the organizational efforts of Alan 
Bigelow ’85, Georgie Watters ’98, and 
Gaelle Lair ’98, ASP alumni joined 
together for various events including a 
celebration luncheon on the 14 Juillet 
and fun-filled NYC alumni weekend on 
September 7-9th. 
…And they are just getting started! Mark 
your calendars! Here’s what’s planned 
for this summer…

ASP in NYC – June 27-29, 2008
The New York Alumni Group is currently 
organizing an ASP alumni weekend for 
June 27-29, 2008.  The ASP Foundation 
is helping to sponsor this event, which 
promises to bring our community back 
together during three days of events at 
various Manhattan locations.  For now, 
please mark your calendars and keep 
an eye out for more details.  To help 
make this event a success, additional 
co-chairs and volunteers are needed.  
Please indicate your interest in attending 
by signing up using the online sign-up 
form on the website under Alumni/
ReunionNews. This will also help 
establish an estimate for the attendance.  
For co-chairing and/or volunteering at 
the ASP in NYC event, please contact ASP 
alum Gaelle Lair ‘97 at
Gaelle.Lair@Tiffany.com.

Proposed schedule of events for 
ASP in NYC 2008:
Friday, June 27, 2008 - Check In and 
Decades Gatherings (Greenwich Village): 
ASP Alumni can check in at the club 
Kenny’s Castaways, 157 Bleecker Street 
between Sullivan and Thompson.  
Pick up your name tag/lanyard and 
receive information about the Decades 
Gatherings.  Alumni from each decade 
will gather at designated spots around 

Greenwich Village, all within walking 
distance of each other, for easy mingling 
and overlapping.  
Kenny’s Castaways will be the evening’s 
headquarters, hosting at least one of the 
decade gatherings and will include 
live-music featuring ASP alumni 
musicians and bands.  Venue info: 
http://www.kennyscastaways.net.

Saturday, June 28, 2008 - Walking Tours 
of NYC: Tours will start with lunch at 
your choice of designated restaurants 
located in Manhattan neighborhoods, 
such as, Little Italy, Chinatown, Tribeca, 
The East Village, The Financial District, 
Midtown and SoHo. After lunch, 

walks will concentrate on those 
neighborhoods and may include 
activities such as shopping, bar 
hopping, and visiting museums, art 
galleries and Ground Zero.  

The main event in the evening is a live-
music entertainment party with food, 
dancing and drinks. Live music 
will be provided for your 
entertainment by talented ASP musicians 
and affiliates.

Sunday, June 29, 2008 - Picnic in Central 
Park: this will be a lazy, pot-luck picnic at 
a designated location within Manhattan’s 
beautiful Central Park.  In the evening, 
everyone is invited back to Kenny’s 
Castaways for Live-Band Karaoke with 
Alan Bigelow’s (ASP 1985) group “Crash 
Course Karaoke.”  For more information, 
including the song menu, go to: http://
www.myspace.com/crashcoursekaraoke.

NY WITH AN INTERNATIONAL FLAVOR
Over 30 ASP alumni attended the Second 
Annual International Schools Reunion 
held in NYC on January 24, 2008. 
More than 300 alumni from 8 different 
international schools were in attendance 
– check out photos from the event and 
the guest list on our website at under 
Reunion News.

NEW YORK CITY

Large turn out to NYC reunions in September...

...and for the 14 juillet.

mailto:Gaelle.Lair@Tiffany.com
http://www.kennyscastaways.net
http://www.myspace.com/crashcoursekaraoke
http://www.myspace.com/crashcoursekaraoke
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ASP alumni are scattered all over the globe, but one 
hot spot for a great reunion is London! Thanks to 
the help of Walid Al Saqqaf ’93, over 30 alumni and 
faculty members joined together for a fabulous 
evening at a local lounge.  
The London alumni group has lots of great energy 
and we are excited to announce the alumni 
representatives for this region: Walid Al Saqqaf ’93, 
Jeff Coombs ’01, Amber Penrose ’93, and Stuart 
Woodhead ’91. We look forward to seeing many more 
events happen in this area and if you are interested in 
helping out or got any ideas for a future reunion don’t 
hesitate to contact one of your alumni reps! (Details 
here: http://www.asparis.org/page.cfm?p=95)

The Paris Alcazar reunion has now 
become an annual alumni tradition here 
at ASP and is one of the biggest alumni 
events of the year! Over 80 alumni and 
faculty members joined together to help 
ring in the new year on January 8, 2008. 
Photos are posted online under Reunion 
News.
(Alumni tip: The Paris Alcazar reunion is 
regularly scheduled on the first Tuesday 
of the year – so mark your calendars now 
and perhaps make the trip over! What 
better reason to visit Paris??)

And coming this summer  
to Paris…
The Class of 1968 will be celebrating their 
40th Reunion in Paris from July 11-17, 
2008. Thanks to the organizational effort 
of ASP alumnus, David Pendery ’68, over 
30 alumni from the class of 1968 will be 
descending on Paris for this celebration 
weekend, which will include: dinner 
gatherings, a formal evening reception, a 
visit to the Du Barry campus, a 14 juillet 
celebration, and much more! If you are 
from the class of ’68 and would like to 
take part, David would love to hear from 
you. He is also happy to connect with 
alumni from other class years who are 
interested in organizing similar reunions 
but are not quite sure where to start! 
To contact David, please email him at 
dwpendery@comcast.net. 

PARIS

Suzanne Oliveau (now Stewart)

Jim Robinson

Deborah Cook (now Prosser)

John Hine

David Trezise

David Pendery

Don Trease

Greg Barr

Nick Peters

Xanthe Lancaster 

Peter Havas

Jill Jenkins (now Lueders)

Louise Elliott (now Wallace)

Lee Edmond

John McBride

Barbara Harland

Dirk Stauthamer

Stephanie Nohr (now Eicher)

Peter Eicher

Geoff Russell

Katie Reifman

Robert Lindeman

Jellemieke Stauthamer 

Ed Hammel

Gordon Gibson

Alice Rogoff

Patricia Hiller (now Stainke)

Alan Knollmeyer

Francois Tresfort

Geoff Russell

Garvin Hudgins

Mike Pendley (maybe)

Jeff Combelic (maybe)

Andy Barton (maybe)

The class of 
1968 together 
for ASP's 60th 
Birthday.

And here’s a look at who is coming so far…

LONDON

Old friends and new - Alumni in London.

http://www.asparis.org/page.cfm?p=95
mailto:dwpendery@comcast.net
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CLASS NOTES

LASS NOTES HIGHLIGHTSC
50S

Ann McClure Elkinton,  
class of 1954

I am a retired 
association 
executive and am 
currently a real 
estate investor. I 
play tennis 3 or 4 
times a week. My 
husband Stan and 
I have 2 sons and 
4 grandchildren.

G. Thomas Thornton,  
class of 1954
I had a reading and signing for my book, A 
Paris Life, at Old Greenwich where a half a 
dozen alumni attended. I will be holding 
other readings in New York City and in 
Paris.

60S

John Echternach,  
class of 1962
I attended ACS 1955 to 1957, while my 
father set up Corning Glass Works office 
in Paris. I remember Mr. Glass teaching 
our 6th grade class. Special memories 
of our days studying medieval history, 
battles in the courtyard using cardboard 
swords, eating with our hands, 
building castles out of papier mache, 
traveling to castles in France. What 
a wonderful immersion into subject 
matter. Graduated from Roosevelt H.S. 
in Yonkers, N.Y. and Syracuse University. 
Married Jean Ann Smith, Syracuse Grad, 
whose father directed Joseph E. Ladd 
school for the mentally handicapped 
for 30 years in Rhode Island. We’ve 
moved around the country, living in 
Boston; Portland, OR; Walnut Creek, 

CA; Seattle; Beaumont, TX; Atlanta; and 
now Myrtle Beach, in retirement. Raised 
two wonderful children, Ethan, who is 
a firefighter here in Horry County, and 
Heather, who teaches school in Irvine, 
CA. Enjoyed a career in Engineering 
management, and spent the last 15 
years or so managing large engineering 
and construction programs in the fields 
of hazardous waste remediation and 
highway development. Worked for 
CH2M Hill for 26 years, a well known 
engineering, planning and construction 
management firm out of Denver. Jean 
Ann still teaches elementary school, 
and is an accomplished vocalist in our 
community choir. My wife and I travel 
to Europe frequently, hiking in the 
French, Austrian and Italian Alps each 
summer. Still manage to retain enough 
of the French language to muscle along. 
Hope to hear from fellow classmates and 
alums. We wish all of you well. John and 
Jean Ann

Denis D. Gray,  
class of 1962
I’m still in Thailand, my real home now, 
and still working for the Associated Press. 
E-mail is dgray@ap.org. So please drop 
a note, and even better drop by. I have a 
lovely house up in the hills of northern 
Thailand outside Chiang Mai to which 
I escape when work allows. My regular 
``beat’’ remains Thailand, Burma, 
Laos and Cambodia and my extended 
one includes garden spots like Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.  
Luckily I remain fit enough to keep up 
with the (very young) troops. I haven’t 
been back to ASP for years but have made 
several trips to France which remains a 
wonderful place with great memories for 
all of us.

Joy Foote,  
class of 1965
I am beginning to work as a volunteer 
artist with cancer patients at the 
Eisenhower Luci Curci Cancer  
Center in the Arts and Healthcare 
Program here in Palm Desert, California.  
It will be very healing and therapeutic for 
cancer patients to bring out their feelings 
in a graphic way. 

70S
Andrea Lee Bowman,  
class of 1972

After about five 
career changes 
(including being 
a mother to four 
boys), I am now 
divorced and 
back in the legal 
profession, as 
Deputy General 
Counsel in the PA 

Governor’s Office of General Counsel. I am 
ever astounded by all the twists and turns 
that life takes - and how well it all comes 
out! I’m in Paris at least two times a year 
to keep up my French and my culinary 
standards. My kids were all born in France, 
so they get to visit it often as well. The next 
best thing to living there!

Bob Seraphin, class of 1973
The Seraphin family lived in Paris  
from 1969 through 1972 and my brothers 
and sisters attended school at ASP in St 
Cloud. We lived on Avenue Bosquet, near 
the Pont D’Alma. 
There names are Christine, Bob (me), 
Richard, Steven, and Nancy.  
As you can imagine, we’re getting on now 
and have scattered and landed in a just a 
few states, New York, Virginia,  
Utah and Idaho, Adieu!!!  
Initially from Connecticut, there were 
many sojourns to Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Washington D.C., and 
California. I have never found a more 
enriching time, in my life, than that spent 
in Paris.  My daughter, Brittany, has visited 
the southern wine region of France, and 
would like to return someday.  
(She has lived in central Russia and has 
many friends there.) Her plans are to 
attend a graduate program which may 
include a one year stay in St. Petersburg, 
Russia. At that time, my wife,  
Judy, and I will plan a trip to Russia to visit 
her, and return to France. Please pass this 
on to anyone who might have attended 
ASP in those years. 

mailto:dgray@ap.org
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CLASS NOTES

LASS NOTES HIGHLIGHTS
 

Francesca Zambello,  
class of 1974
Francesca Zambello is currently directing 
the Broadway musical Little Mermaid. 
For more details on this production, 
check out: http://disney.go.com/theatre/
thelittlemermaid/index.html

Christopher Pelou,  
class of 1979 
Please give my best to Mr. John Guse (if 
he still even remembers me). He was my 
history teacher at the time. My senior 
year at ASP: Ayatollah Khomeni left the 
Parisian suburbs to return to Iran, Jim 
Jones massacred his “flock” in Guyana and 
Apocalypse Now came out ... (!)

80S

Eric Wilhelm, class of 1983
Hey everyone, I just 
sold my company 
and now I am 
working for RLE 
International. Please 
note my new e-mail 
and keep in touch 
(ewilhelm@relint.
com).

Simon Fulford,  
class of 1988
 On December 18, 2007, my wife  
Louise had our first baby together, Duncan 
“Max” Fulford.  I also have a super 5 year 
old called Kieran from my first marriage.

Peter Gesell,  
class of 1989
I would love to hear from old friends  
from my ASP years.  I am married with 
two boys (Peter III who is 2 1/2 and Brody 
who is just 2 months old) and living in 
Huntington NY. 

90S

Amy M. Withrow (Tupper), 
class of 1991
I live with my husband Trevor in 
Morrisville, NC and work nearby at 
Nortel in the RTP. I troubleshoot optical 
equipment on customer networks in the 
Nortel NMC.
We have two girls Emily and Allison. 
Find me on myspace or facebook.

Amber Penrose,  
class of 1993
I’m working at McCann Erickson 
advertising agency in London, England.

Joanna Bywater (Branch), 
class of 1994
I attended ASP from 1992-1994, went 
to UVM, working as a RN in a small 
rural hospital in Vermont, married 
to an amazing man and we have two 
boys - Oliver (2 1/2 years) and Owen 
(8 months). Would love to hear from 
anyone from those crazier days that I 
haven’t been in touch with forever....

Thomas J. Cognata,  
class of 1996
I’ve moved to Denver after working 
on my Masters degree in Houston. 
I presently work with Protonix, a 
fuel cell development company as a 
project engineer. My Masters work is 
published in the Journal of Heat Transfer 
Engineering. Interesting places I have 
lived since ASP - Tanzania as a volunteer 
teacher.

Lara E. Mazzella 
(Balbuena), class of 1996 
Living in Florida now; was in California 
for all of high school after Paris. I have 
a husband (Rafael) and three children, 
Giovanni (11), Emiliano (4), and Isabella 
(1). I have a certification in professional 
make-up artistry, but with the little guys, 
film make-up is on hold for me - so I’m 
attending college for baking and pastry 
arts. I guess I still don’t know what I 
want to be when I grow up:)

Alexandra Drouart (Conrad), 
class of 1997

Hey fellow Alums! 
How is everyone? 
After graduating from 
ESMOD in costume 
design in Paris, I went to 
the US to get my Masters 
in Ed, and then guess 

what?! I was back at ASP teaching in the 
Upper School!! In the Art Dept. of course! 
It was quite a lot of fun to have former 
teachers as colleagues!! I taught at our 
alma mater from 2003 to 2006. Then I got 
married and we moved to Brazil in 2006! 
We had a baby boy on August 2nd. Quel 
Bonheur!! I love being a mommy!! I am 
still into costumes and lots of sewing. We 
are loving living in Brazil! If anyone comes 
this way, be sure to drop by, it is always a 
treat to see old faces. And it is our 10TH 
Anniversary from graduating! What is 
everyone else up to? Take care, Lexi

Alana Asbury, class of 1998
Hello all! This is Alana 
Asbury, class of ‘98. 
It was great to read 
some of the updates 
on classmates. I have 
been living in suburbs 
of Detroit, MI. I am 
presently working 

on my doctorate in Physical Therapy 
at Oakland University. I would have 
been done with school by now if I hadn’t 
changed my major FOUR times. Other side 
notes - did a mission to Montreal, Quebec 
for the Mormon Church working with 
Hispanic immigrants and I also attended 
a school of make-up artistry in Toronto, 
Ontario where I specialized in fashion and 
photographic make-up artistry. I still work 
on photo shoots on the side but decided 
to choose a career with a more fixed 
schedule. As for a family, I remain single 
and child-free to date.  Much love to all of 
the faculty and those who attended Upper 
School at ASP while I was there. All of my 
classmates remain a great example to me. 
I had both Mrs. Gartshore and Mr. Wright 
as teachers and was devastated to learn of 
their passing. I have very fond memories of 
English class with Mr. Kite. The joke about 
the statues is still my favorite! Much love 
and respect, Alana Asbury

http://disney.go.com/theatre/thelittlemermaid/index.html
http://disney.go.com/theatre/thelittlemermaid/index.html
mailto:ewilhelm@relint.com
mailto:ewilhelm@relint.com
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EJOICE IN DIVERSITYR
broken. Where hearts are changed 
permanently, while roots and 
customs are still strong. 
Where I’m from, the most 
common language is Franglish 
and while walking to lunch 
children blissfully skip by holding 
hands, completely unaware that 
their friendship with someone 
whose country hates their  
friend’s exists. A happy world 
where kids aren’t taught to 
stereotype or have prejudices but 
rejoice in diversity.

Where I’m from is called the 
third culture. Where expats from 
all over the world join to create 
cross-cultural bonds. Now that 
that chapter of my life is closed I 
find assurance in having friends 
across the globe that have been 
transformed just as I have. We will 
all share Paris, which is so much 
more than an amazing city but a 
life changing experience.

Never has our mission, vision 
and the ASP experience been 
summed up more eloquently 
than in this parting essay from 
2007 graduate Christina White.

Where I’m from
A once foreign land 
became home in just 

an eight hour flight. Away from 
the place I was comfortable to a 
world of unknowns. To a place 
of beauty and majesty. Paris, the 
elegant city that is sprinkled with 
old women in fur coats whose 
perfume consumes the air as you 
pass by them. Where friendly 
old men smoke their cigars over 
freshly brewed coffee, in their 
local cafe, watching the world 
pass by. When I arrived in the 
seizieme arrondismont,
I found the clitter-clatter 
of women’s high heels 
accompanied by the alluring 
smells of our patisserie very 
welcoming. All this I expected 
of the famous French city. But 
as I nervously climbed on the 
school bus, I had no idea what I 
was in for. What I learned in my 
international school and in my 
day to day life, I never could have 
imagined.
Where I’m from, your beliefs are 
questioned daily and a social 
studies class can make anger sear 
through your veins. A class that, at 
times, gets so intense that you feel 
like you’re suffocating because 
the air seems heavier than you’ve 
ever experienced. A school where 
you are forced defend your 
country every single day.
Where I’m from, when you leave 
that classroom the heated debate 
you just had melts away and your 
friendships with those you were 
arguing with is unchanged. 

A place where people of every 
color are one. Respect for 
differences is mandatory, and 
diversity is invited.
Where I’m from, everyday is a 
symphony of many languages 
which are perfectly harmonized 
in a single hallway. A school 
where the harmonized languages 
became a song of peace which 
was protected from outside 
prejudices. Where we learned 
so much more than Algebra and 
Shakespeare, and in which we 
never knew we would learn the 
importance of diplomacy and 
world peace.

Where I’m from, wars, as old as 
time, do not rattle friendships. 
A place where a Halloween 
costume became a statement 
and an example to the world. 
Where a Muslim and Jew used 
their friendship as defiance to the 
statement “it’s just the way it is”. 
Where I’m from, minds are 
opened and stereotypes are 

Every year a third of our community changes, moving to and from the four corners  
of the world. ASP does not just celebrate diversity, it “rejoices in diversity,” and is committed to 
international education with a mission to equip our students to “contribute  
constructively to a changing global society.”

Respect for 

differences 

is mandatory 

and diversity 

is invited.

❝

❞
❝

❞

Christina White (left).
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Tony Boniface ’83 & 
Tina Boniface ‘76
Brother and sister, Tony and 
Tina Boniface, came to visit 
ASP in a recent trip to Paris. 
Tony currently lives in Boulder, 
Colorado and owns his own 
solar panel business and Tina 
resides in New York and works as 
an English professor at the State 
University of New York.

Julia Sloan ‘98
Julia Sloan ’98 married David D’Silva on 
September 15, 2007 at the Chateau du 
Marechal de Saxe in Yerres, France. 
 Julia and David currently reside in New 
York where she works as the Public 
Relations Manager for Parfums Givenchy, 
Guerlain and Emilio Pucci (LVMH) and he is 
a Senior Sales Engineer for an online media 
company. 

Alexandre Zambeaux,  
class of 1998

Aurélie Cordier and Alexandre Zambeaux 
'98) have gotten married on the September 
22, 2007 at the Abbay des Vaulx de Cernay. 
They met during their last year at the 
American University of Paris. Aurélie is the 
marketing manager for Prodition, a world 
leader in hearing aids, and Alexandre is the 
marketing director for Gravity Europe,  
a video gaming company.

Alumni Visits

Randy Stiles ‘74
Randy Stiles visited ASP with his family in September 
2007. Randy is a child psychologist living in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. This was his first time back to campus in 30 
years! He has fond memories of the performing arts at 
ASP and his many roles in the US drama productions, 
such as him pictured here with Francesca Zambello ’74 
in the school’s production of All My Sons.

Jennifer Stitt ‘81
“I visited ASP this November with one of my sons, 
Daniel, age 10.  We came to Paris on a quest to show 
him what French life was like and to introduce him 
to what my world was like when I moved there as a 
10 year old. Daniel and I visited ASP, and enjoyed our 
time immensely!  We were greeted warmly by Amanda 
Nagele from Alumni Relations and Chris Chater took 
charge getting Daniel acquainted with the other 5th 
graders enjoying recess!  His 4th grade class played their 
recorders for us, and that sure brought back memories!  
Laura Vincens, my social studies teacher and counselor 
from middle school, sat with us and told us all about 
the school today.  We really enjoyed reminiscing about 
the old days.  I am a Human Resources and Staffing 
Manager for Cigital, Inc., a software security consulting 
company based out of VA.  I work from a home office 
in New Hampshire and enjoy a beautiful New England 
setting with my two boys.  I attended the University of 
NH, and graduated with a BA in Communications.  I’ve 
enjoyed a career in human resources and have also 
started a home based business as a part time travel 
agent, just for fun!”

Wedding  
Annoncements
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   ARKER BRADFORD
In the Fall the ASP community 

gathered to celebrate the life of 
2007 ASP graduate Parker Bradford 

who died tragically this summer in a river 
accident in Idaho, USA.
Parker had just started Brigham Young 
University in Idaho and was with a group of 
new friends when the accident happened. 
He died as he lived, thinking only of others, 
as he saved his new friend’s life.
The excruciating pain of this enormous 

loss is still very raw for very many of the 
ASP community but at a moving ceremony 
held in the PAC, his friends and family 
joined together to pay tribute to a young 
man whose short life had an incredible 
impact on so many.
As Assistant Head and US Director Aaron 
Hubbard said at the ceremony opening:  
“Parker Bradford’s indomitable vitality will 
shine through others for the rest of their 
lives.” 

A HERO CELEBRATEDP
“Parker is in my eyes an angel, 
because in this time where our ASP 
home seems a bit empty without him, 
he has still brought us all home. For 
me, what is really important is to 
recognize that Parker brought all of 
our hearts home.  After all, home is 
where the heart is, and I think that is 
where Parker will always live; in our 
hearts.” Tim Dillon (class of 2005)

“I believe in Angels
Not the kind with wings and not the kind with halos
The kind that bring you home when home becomes  
a strange place. I’ll follow your voice, all you have  
to do is shout it out.”   
Tim McIlrath

“I know that every time I step onto the court, you will be 
there with me, drinking your power in. You are my hero, 
goodbye my brother.”  David Sigman (class of 2007)

“My life is better thanks to 
Parker.” Aaron Hubbard,  
Upper School Director

“He was one of the best role 
models I could have wished for.” 
John Kordahl (gr.12)

“It seemed that everything  he did 
was imbued with a good humour 
and energy that rarely failed. He 
was able to inspire joy so easily.” 
Allanah Steen (gr.12)

“Parker will always be a brother 
to me and I will always use the 
example that he set as guidelines 
for my own life.” 
Kyle Hamblett (class of 2007)


